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Introducing another Sony only. The MDR series open-air 
headphones. The smallest, lightest stereo headphones avail¬ 
able today. Or tomorrow. 

With our lightest at 40 grams, you will barely know you're 
wearing them. Yet the sound is 
dynamite. 

Through a remarkable new audio 
breakthrough, our engineers have 
succeeded in reducing big-head¬ 
phone technology down to the size 
of your listening channels. 

The MDR series headphones' 
airy spaciousness delivers absolute 
clarity through an ultra-small driver 


unit that produces more than three times the energy of con¬ 
ventional circuits. And a new high-compliance diaphragm 
accurately reproduces the 20 to 20,000Hz bandwidth and 
improves low-range response. 

That means you can listen to the 
heaviest of music for hours. Lightly. I 
And know that you're hearing 
every nuance of the onginal 
recording from deep bass to the 
highest treble. 

Listen to our new MDR series 
headphones. stereo headp ho ne s 

They're light. \AT\fP 

And heavy I V IL-/|\ 
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This new electronic slide cross-fader 
provides smooth dissolves from one 
projector to another, initiates slide 
changing automatically and 
synchronises slide changes to a 
taped commentary. Details on p44. 



fired of clogged sand in your old 
andglass eggtimer? This electronic 
'ersion is the answer (see p62). 

ZOMING NEXT MONTH! - Find out 
vhat's coming by turning to page 
5. 

Dn the cover 

lectronics and Polaroid know-how 
lave combined to produce two 
ew colour cameras that are 
irtually foolproof. All the user has 
o do is aim and press the button 
letails on page 12). On a similar 
ieme, our new cross-fader and 
uto-advance unit will enable you to 
ut on really professional slide 
I bows. We tell you how to build it 
n page 44. 
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and turn on to 
a new world of 
power switching 


Meet the 6.5A BTW58, the first in a range 
of unique power switches that use the new 
Philips gate-turn-off (GTO) technology. Like 
the thyristor and ASCR it can be turned ON at 
the gate. Unlike them it can be turned OFF at 
the gate as well. This means that when you 
use the BTW58 you get the fast easy-to-drive 
features of a bipolartransistor, with the added 
advantage that it can be directly driven by an 
1C. AND the usual high blocking voltage and 
high overcurrent capability of a thyristor. 

It means thatyou open the doorto awhole 
new world, of fast power switching. A world 
where you can forget about commutation 
circuits, where a simple fuse gives you full 
device protection, where pate currents are 
low and where switching times are a fraction 

of a microsecond.a world where a dynamic 

dV/dT capability of1000V/ps is commonplace 
and where device ruggedness isn’t limited by 
SOAR curves. 


Send for full data on this unique device, the 
first in the Philips range of GTO power switches. 

For more information phone: 

Sydney 427 0888 Melbourne 544 2444 Brisbane 44 0191 
Adelaide 45 0211 Perth 277 4199 or write to Philips Electronic 
Components and Materials RO.Box 50, Lane Cove. N.S.W. 2066. 
Or contact our distributors VSI, Soanar or Sycom. 





[phiiipsI Electronic 

Components 
Ipjp and Materials 


PHILIPS 
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4 Editorial Viewpoint 


The Cashless Society is coming . . . 

Ready or Not! 

Just recently, the writer attended a seminar where the topic of discussion was 'The 
Cashless Society". This was defined as a society which would have little use for legal 
tender, such as notes and coins and cheques, and where money can be transferred 
from one account to another at the touch of a button on a computer terminal. 

As could be expected, one recent development which was discussed was that of 
electronic tellers and their acceptance by the public and bank staffs. 

Another related topic was the introduction of bar-code readers and point-of-sale 
terminals in department stores and the eventual use of the Universal Product Code. It 
was surprising to find that most people present did not realise or believe that this 
development was imminent. My reaction is that they must be walking around with 
their eyes closed. Witness the large number of department stores and supermarkets 
who already have these point-of-scale terminals. 

And just look at the very large number of items on supermarket shelves which are 
already marked with the UPC panel! 

But if I was surprised at the number of people who did not realise that the 
introduction of UPC is not far off, I was staggered at the number who thought that 
the concept of the Cashless Society was just "pie in the sky". And this reaction was 
most strongly held by a represenative of one of the major banks. He expressed 
opinion to the effect that "the introduction of computers and Bankcard has been 
hard enough to swallow for the time being, so no one can seriously propose any 
more radical developments". 

Talk about living in the Land of Nod. The fact is that the Cashless Society is a lot 
closer than most people think. Australians' acceptance of Bankcard and other plastic 
money may have been tentative at first but is now very enthusiastic. They love it! 
What prevents even greater use of credit cards for cash and cheques is the attitude of 
supermarkets, insurance companies, utilities and the banks themselves. But that is 
changing. 

As soon as these bodies determine that the benefits of electronic funds transfer 
outweigh the considerable costs (and risks) of collecting cash and processing 
cheques, they will make the change. And introduction of the Universal Product Code 
is a force in favour of this change. 

Already the NSW Government Insurance Office has announced that it will accept 
payments by Bankcard. Others are sure to follow. 

Before too long dear readers, the only reason for carrying a substantial amount of 
cash will be to hand over to muggers! 

Leo Simpson 
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News Highlights 


Tropical rainfall may washout satellite 
communications says Defence Department 



Engineers of the Defence Science and 
Technology Organisation of the 
Australian Department of Defence are 
undertaking extensive research into the 
effects of tropical rainfall on superhigh 
frequency (SHF) satellite com¬ 
munications in the 7GHz band. The 
pioneering research is expected to 
improve the capacity of satellite 
transmission equipment and lead to the 
development of high quality, high 
capacity defence communications 
satellite systems for tropical areas. 

Superhigh frequency microwave 
signals passing through rain are severely 
attenuated as the rain both absorbs ana 
scatters the transmitted signal. The rain 
itself also increases the electronic 
background noise picked up by a 
receiving antenna. 

Increasing the power of the 
transmitted signal during rain is the 
traditional answer to the problem, but 
this is wasteful of the satellite's limited 
power output. If an understanding of the 
effects of rain results in a saving of only 
3dB in signal power, the traffic carrying 
capacity of a satellite communications 
system could be doubled. 


Data on attenuation of microwave 
signals by rain is available from countries 
with moderate rainfall, but the 
Advanced Engineering Laboratory is the 
first body to seek long-term data on the 
effects of the much heavier and more 
concentrated rainfall in the tropics. In 
some parts of northern Queensland, 
rainfall rates can be as high as 30cm per 
hour, and the effect on signals in the 
7GHz band has been found to be 
significantly different from those 
reported elsewhere. 

Specially engineered equipment has 
been developed to withstand the 
corrosive effects of 10 years exposure to 
tropical weather. Three sensitive 
radiometers are used to monitor the 
signals in the centre of the band being 
studied. Information from the 
radiometers at Innisfail is fed to a 
microcomputer which records the data 
on magnetic disks and checks the 
performance of the equipment at the 
same time. Disks are then despatched to 
Salisbury for further analysis, producing a 
range of statistics on signal attenuation 
which are vital to the operation of 
satellite links in tropical areas. 


Talking machines coulc 
say too much 

“You are overweight" is a 
embarassing thing to hear at any tim< 
but what if the opinion was offered by 
set of scales in the local departmer 
store in the middle of a crovvd of curioi 
shoppers? 

Talking scales are just one possibilit 
opened up by National Semiconductor 
DT1050 "Digitalker" board, an electron 
speech synthesis system which produce 
natural-sounding high quality speech b 
compressing and digitising huma 
speech waveforms. The techniqu 
makes low cost solid-state speec 
available for a host of products whet 
information is conveyed to a user, 
bystander or a casual passerby. 

National Semiconductor has recent 
expanded the possibilities by the releas 
of two new speech synthesis memork 
that add 131 new words to tf 
Digitalker's vocabulary, giving a total < 
274 discrete words. Words like "secure 
"switch", "first", "floor" and "button" a 
now available for a vast array 
commercial and industrial applications 

A complete kit, the DTI 056, 
available with the speech processor ch 
and the 65K bit speech ROMs. Tl I 
DTI 057 kit consists of the speech RON I 
only and is easily interfaced to tf I 
original Digitalker kit released last ye; I 
providing access to all 274 words. 

Customers can assemble their ovl 
phrases and sentences from tf I 
selection of words available. The kits v\ I 
work with either mechanical switches I 
with a microprocessor system, ar I 
require only a simple amplifier ar I 
speaker for speech output. 

Talking machines may soon be cor I 
monplace, with electronic speech sy I 
thesis finding applications in everythii I 
from watches to toys. Designir I 
machines which can listen to hum; I 
speech and understand it has been I 
much more difficult task however. 

Reports from the United States indica I 
that speech recognition circuits are ir 
proving in accuracy and dropping I 
price. Until recently a good spee 
recognition system was priced at aroui I 
$10,000. Units now coming onto tl I 
market in the US cost closer to $50( 

continued on j I 
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Australian Army field 
solar-powered battery 

Australian Army radio operators 
may find their load much lighter 
following the successful development 
of a solar battery charger. 

The defence Research Centre at 
Salisbury in South Australia conceived 
the development of the charger after 
the Special Air Service Regiment had 
asked for a means of relieving soldiers 
of the need to carry spare dry bat¬ 
teries on long-range patrols. 

Five aluminium panels, each con¬ 
taining 18 silicon solar cells, make up 


trials for new 
charger 

the prototype charger. Each panel 
measures 12.5 x 25 x 0.4cm, and the 
five fold up like a map into their can¬ 
vas backing. The complete kit weighs 
less than a kilogram and can fully 
charge the standard Army transmit¬ 
ter/receiver battery in four hours. 

Philips Industries Ltd of Hendon, 
South Australia developed the 
charger, and with the assistance of 
the Defence Industry Development 
Branch is currently developing a final 
product which will be even smaller 
and lighter than the prototype. 



"lust spread it out in 


Robots are coming re* 

A move by the British Science and 
Engineering Research Council (SERC) to 
support robot research in Britain is gain¬ 
ing momentum after its initiation last 
year. The purpose of the SERC program 
is to support studies so that the country 
"Can take advantage of the intelligent 
robot as it emerges in the mid-'80s". 

At present most of the "robots" in use 
are re-programmable manipulator arms, 
repeating the same task over and over. 
They generally have no visual or tactile 
sensors or means of independent move¬ 
ment, let alone intelligence. 

A dozen projects have been approved 
by SERC in recent months and over $4 
million allocated to teams which in each 
case are joint efforts between a 
university and a company interested in 
building or using robots. Research has 
been concentrated in five main areas; 
sensory systems, mechanical systems 
(manipulators), control, safety and 
diagnostic and error recovery 
procedures. The question of 
standardisation of parts and connection 
formats is also receiving attention. 

The overall aim is to to produce robots 
which are flexible, reliable and accurate, 
and in particular able to cope with unex- 
I pected situations. At the moment a 
j robot presented with the wrong part 
■ may try blindly to assemble the finished 
I product in any case. SERC researchers 
I look forward to the time when the in- 
I telligent machine will trundle off to the 


Talking machines . 

and some companies are predicting that 
prices will drop to $500 by as early as 
next year. 

One United States company. Intrastate, 
plans to introduce the first single-chip 
speech recognition device later this year. 
Although it will only understand eight 
words spoken one at a time, it should br¬ 
ing the cost of speech recognition cir¬ 
cuitry down to about $10. 


idy or not 

foreman (or head computer?) and re 
quest the correct part. 

Closer to home, the CSIRO's Integrated 
Engineering Manufacture group has set 
up a project to study progress in robot 
manufacture and to undertake research 
and development as an aid to Australian 
industry. 

As reported in the Pacific Computer 
Weekly, Dr Alex Holzer of the CSIRO 
told a recent meeting of the Australian 
Robot Association that the world trend 
towards industrial use of robots meant 
that Australian industry would soon be 
forced to invest heavily in robotics 
development. Because 75% of Australian 
manufacturing was based on small-batch 
production — 50 or fewer items — in¬ 
dustry acceptance of robots will depend 
heavily on the development of flexible, 
re-programmable machines. 

Australian manufacturing industry is 
ignoring robots in the same way as US 
manufacturers had until recently. The 
United States is now spending millions of 
dollars each year in an effort to match 
developments in Japan. In Japan, an 
estimated 150 companies are involved in 
the manufacture of industrial robots. 

The CSIRO's research project is aimed 
at developing advanced automated 
systems by which production could be 
varied simply by changing software. In¬ 
itial funding to set up an experimental 
production line will be provided by the 
CSIRO. 


.. from p4 

Chips that can understand full phrases 
may be available by 1985, and by the 
end of the decade we may have televi¬ 
sion sets that turn on when spoken to, 
home appliances that respond to verbal 
commands and typewriters that take dic¬ 
tation. The only question is - will we 
have to learn to speak with an American 
accent so that our machines will unders¬ 
tand us? 


VHD video disc system 
release delayed 

The consortium of four companies 
developing the Video High Density 
video disc system has announced a six 
month delay in the launch of the product 
due to difficulties in mass producing the 
discs required. As a result the VHD 
system is likely to fall even further 
behind the alternative RCA and Philips 
formats, which are already on sale in the 
United States. 

Officials of Victor Co of Japan, Mat¬ 
sushita Electric Industrial Co, General 
Electric Co and Thorn EMI announced 
recently that they would postpone in¬ 
troduction of the VHD system until at 
least April, 1982, in Japan and June in the 
US. Apart from the consortium, 11 
Japanese companies have bought pro¬ 
duction rights to the VHD system, and 
many have invested in production equip¬ 
ment. Some may have already begun 
production of the players, which are 
useless without discs to play. 

STC-Cannon 

has Hitachi products 

Mr Hiroshi Goto, Manager of Hitachi 
Semiconductors Australia, has announc¬ 
ed the appointment of STC-Cannon 
Components Pty Ltd as a distributor for 
Hitachi semiconductors in Australia. 

A full range of Hitachi's 6800 micro¬ 
processors and peripheral chips will be 
available "off the shelf' at all STC- 
Cannon sales offices. 

Brian Maloney, director of marketing of 
STC-Cannon Components, stated that 
the Hitachi products would bp a very 
significant addition to the already exten¬ 
sive range of semiconductors handled by 
the company. 

Head office for STC-Cannon Com¬ 
ponents is at 248 Wickham Rd, Moorab- 
bin, Vic 3189. There are also sales offices 
in NSW, 605 Gardeners Rd, Mascot, 
2020, and South Australia, 66 Humphries 
Terrace, Kilkenny, 5009. 
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 


Dick Smith introduces the first Australian 

“Shop by Computer” service and Leo Simpson gets a demo! 



DICK: THIS FANTASTIC DISK 
DOES IT. 

LEO: THAT’S INCREDIBLE! 


DICK: AW C’MON LEO. HOW 
ABOUT 1000 RESISTORS AT 5c 
EACH? 



TWO NANOSECONDS LATER 
(OR THEREABOUTS) THE 
GOODS ARRIVE. 


Dick Smith has come up with yet 
another first. Australia's first "Shop by 
Computer" service is now open to 
anyone with a disk-based System-80 or 
Tandy-TRS-80 Computer with RS-232 
port and a modem. With a disk program 
that Dick Smith has made available at a 
nominal cost of $5, you can type your 
order into your system, pick up the 
phone and at the touch of a key, your 
order is fed through to the Dick Smith 
Electronics computer and acknowledged 
immediately. You also learn of the latest 
specials on offer and your order is 
debited to your credit card account. 

Because the disk program lets you type 


your order before you pick up the 
hone, you can use the computer 
uying service from anywhere in 
Australia for just the cost of a local 
hone call. And your order will normally 
e despatched within four hours 
together with a full printout of your 
order details. Dick Smith is very 
enthusiastic about the system and 
predicts that thousands of his customers 
will soon be using it. And Dick has stated 
that anyone purchasing a modem from 
Dick Smith Electronics during the month 
of November will receive the "Dick 
Smith Ordering System" program disk 
(cat. X-3764) free just by mentioning this 
article in "Electronics Australia". 



HEY WHAT’S THIS DICK? 
YOU’VE CHARGED ME THE 
FULL PRICE! 


You can be a part of the David Lewis Expedition to 
the Antarctic! You can become an Associate Technical 
Member of the Expedition. 


As announced last month in these pages, Dr David Lewis 
of the Oceanic Research Foundation is to lead an historic 
expedition to the Antarctic. Our parent company, John 
Fairfax & Sons Ltd, and Dick Smith Electronics are sponsors 
and we will keep you posted on the progress of the 
expedition. You too can lend your support and become an 
Associate Technical Member of the expedition. You will be 
invited to the departure on December 15 and you will 
receive a commemorative envelope franked in the 
Antarctic, addressed to you as an Associate Technical 
Member. 

Would you like to give your support to this exciting 
expedition by making a donation? Send no money now. 
Just fill in the coupon below (or a copy) and send it with a 
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stamped, addressed envelope to the Oceanic Research 
Foundation Ltd, Dangar Island, NSW, 2253. 


To Dr David Lewis c/- Oceanic Research Foundation 
Ltd, Danger Island, NSW 2253. I wish to become an 
Associate Technical Member of your Antarctic 
Expedition. Please send me details: 


NAME... 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE..STATE 


















^tLECTRET INSERT 

ONLY $1.49 

SAVE NEARLY 40% 

Electret inserts back on special! 
For those who missed out in 
July. These are normally $2.45 
Grab them now!!! _ 


ETI 473 Moving 
Coil Preamp Kit 
Sellout!! 

the original ETI design. Kit 
includes quality PRE-PUNCHED 
power supply and amp boxes and 
beautifully anodised and silk-screened 

Jaycar kit of the 473 normally 
sells for $95. We have only a few (and 

mean that) left at only 

$74.50 comp. 

SAVE OVER $20!!! 


8 CHANNEL MIXER KIT 

We are completing work on our new 8-channel stereo mixer 

A few specs: 

- 19" rack or console mount 

- Balanced inputs and 2 outputs 

- Equalisation on each input 

- Uses latest NE5534 Op amps 

- Very low noise 

- Effects (e.g. "Echo" etc) 

- Foldback send 

- Switchable line and mic. level inputs with separate 
attenuation control 

Don't buy a mixer until you have seen this one! 

Send SAE for more information. P-O-A. 


annei stereo mixei 

☆ 


Audio Adaptor Sellout. 

We honestly think that some of our 
adaptors are so USELESS that 

_Tt even imagine a use for them! 

They are very high quality solid metal 
types. If you want 'em - grab 'em! 
Maybe your imagination is better thai 

DESCRIPTION 
,5mm plug to 3.5mm plug 
(or vice-versa) 
to screw on microphone 
(or vice-versa) 

;.5mm socket to screw on 


19" RACK CABINET 


RCA 


(orvii 




,5mm plug to 6.5mm plug 
(incredible but true) 
,5mm plug to RCA plug 
,5mm socket to 6.5mm socket 
(unbelievable!) 

,5mm socket to 3.5mm socket 
RCA socket to RCA socket 
(could be handy) 

3.5mm plug to 3.5mm plug 
(an ABSOLUTE must) 

3.5mm plug to RCA plug 
3.5mm socket to 3.5mm socket 
RCA plug to RCA plug 
3.5mm socket to 2.5mm plug 
3.5mm socket to screw mic conns 
need to rush in folks, we have 


ONLY 40c each 



black anodised rack boxes a 
I We have had trouble keeping u| 
the demand for these 554 x If 
cabinets. They feature a 
magnificent 3mm black anodised ai 
linished front panel. 

BEWARE OF RACK BOXES THAT DO NOT CONFORM TO 
STANDARD RACK DIMENSIONS!!!! 


1% 50ppm Metal Film Resistors 

We stock the E-24 SERIES (i.e. 24 values per decade - not just 12 like 
everyone else). The Jaycar Metal-Film resistor is a very high quality Mil-Spec 
style (RN-601 of part (MIL-R-10509F) 

Why not upgrade the reliability and performance (i.e. much lower "noise") 
hat amounts to modest cost? 

: 1-99 ONLY 8c each 100+ ONLY 6c each 


POST AND PACKING 

$5-$9.99 $1-00 

$10-$24.99 $100 up $2.00 

$25 - $49.99 $5:50 $3.00 

$50 - $99.99 $4.00 


* * AT LAST * * 

programmable master 

rhythm ' 

/raSsOaMf generator 

FULLY IMPORTED 

This project was originally described in the UK publication 
"Practical Electronics". We have fully imported ' Clef kit 
This attractive kit is presented in an attractive metal cabinet with 
silkscreened front panel. . . . 

The Master Rhythm can be programmed (in RAM) to play back: 

- 24 Rhythm patterns 8 parallel tracks 12 instruments 
It is also capable of sequence operation — the ULTIMATE UNIT 

LOW 
POWER 
BATTERY 
DRIVEN 


Guitar Phaser Kit 

Get great Phasing Effects from your 
“ itar or Synthesiser (or anything) 
a fraction of the cost of 
...nmercial units. Easy to construct, 
this really effective Phaser gives a 
truly professional sound. 

Based on Aug. '81 "hobby 
Electronics" 

ONLY $26.50 including all parts 



only!-# 
$26 50 1 


AUDIO AMPLIFIER 

IC’s SLASHED!! 


CERMET stock 

rycar now stock high-quality Cermet trir 
ots. T.C. 100 ppm values from 100 ohm: 

> 100K. 5mm lead spacing. Neat, tiny 8t 
igged! Old fashioned carbon trimmers ar 
very common problem in circuits - 
..serially amps. 

Why not upgrade to Cermet? 

only 500 © a - 


THIS MONTH'S SNIP 

250 GRAM roll of solder for the price of 
200 GRAM roll. 

ONLY $4.95 0.8mm 
ey! That's 20% more for no extra co 


ARLEC SUPER SWITCH 

SUPER XXXX SPECIAL!! 
NORMALLY $23.50 
NOVEMBER ONLY $17.50 
BE QUICK 


ONLY $17.50 


complete 


S199 



380 Sussex St Sydney 2000 

Ph. 2646688 Telex 72293 
Mail Orders To: Box K-39 Haymarket 2000 


DON'T FORGET OUR EA/ETI BELOW COST OFFER SEE OUR OCT. AD OR 'PHONE. 


























• cleaner, tighter bass sound reproduction • low colouration and 
distortion • high efficiency, suiting 25W tolOOW amplifiers • consistent 
rigid panel, low mass speaker cones. 

Other outstanding features of Danish built Peerless speaker 
kit-sets are: 

• sealed back mid-range with excellent linearity and low distortion • latest 
Peerless 1" soft dome tweeter* state-of-the-art crossover networks 

• exceptionally flat response extendingto25,000 Hz. 

Choose from these EA/Peerless 
speaker projects: 

PAS 100 12" 3 way 100 W (100 L) $364.00 pr 
PAS 60 10''3 way 90W(60L) $214.00 pr 

PAS 25 8’/ a "2way 60W(25L) $166.00 pr 
Includes drivers, crossover, wiring and instructions. 

Enjoy finer sound and avoid import duties by asking 
your nearest dealer for Peerless polypropylene 
loudspeaker kits or contact: 


Peerless 


r 

i 

i* 

L- 


Please send me full details of Peerless Kit-set speakers and the name of my nearest dealer. 
Name_:_:___ 




A VERSATILE COMPETITOR 
IN THE FIELD... or the lab. 

The BWD 830 Dual Trace oscilloscope provides these outstanding facilities - 





• 35MHz band width • 1 mV/div sensitivity 

• 20mS/div to 5 sec/div time range 

• <50MHz triggering • Delay line 

• Delayed trigger or sweep 

• Simultaneous alternate line or frame video displays 

• Variable trigger hold off 

• Floating ground operation 

• AC, DC or battery with fast or trickle charge. 

CHECK THESE ADDITIONAL BENEFITS: 

• The BWD “All buttons out for normal operation” facility. 

• Internal graticule CRT. 

• <3% calibration 0-40%/C 95% RH. 

• Designed to IEC 348. 

*k Factory backed service. 
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The Official Line 

— from the Department of Communications 


Work under way to restore transmitting station 


Staged reconstruction of the cyclone- 
wrecked Radio Australia high frequency 
transmitting station on Cox Peninsula, 
west of Darwin, is proceeding 
satisfactorily and the work should be 
finished in 1984. 

The site of the station on Cox 
Peninsula, a relatively unpopulated 
promontory, is about 25km as the crow 
flies from Darwin across Port Darwin 
Harbour. But to get there by vehicle 
means a journey of about 160km on a 
low-standard road, so access is usually 
ay boat. Mains power is provided from 
Darwin via submarine cables. 

The station was built in the late 1960s 
to improve the quality of the shortwave 
service provided in East and South-East 
Asia by Radio Australia, part of the ABC. 
t began operating in 1970 with three 
250kW high frequency transmitters and 
: ive log-periodic (wide-band) 
transmitting antennas. 

Transmitters at Shepparton in Victoria 
lad previously provided these services 
/ia multi-hop modes of propagation. 
These gave Radio Australia low levels of 
signal when compared with those 
ivailable to other countries operating 
rom transmitting sites in South-East Asia. 
Jut the provision of single and double- 
top propagation modes enabled the 
Zox Peninsula station to improve signal 
evels in target areas. 


Damage inflicted by Cyclone Tracy in 
1974 knocked out the station. 
Transmitting antennas were demolished 
and flying debris punched holes in 
buildings. This caused weather damage 
to transmitters and associated 
equipment. The cyclone battered the 
jetty, and access to the station was 
hindered. Later the submarine power 
cables failed, probably as a result of 
ships' anchors dragging across them 
during the storm. 

As an interim measure, some Radio 
Australia services were restored by 
establishing a limited high frequency 
installation at Carnarvon in Western 
Australia, with other services being 
provided from Shepparton. While the 
Carnarvon area was suitable for a 
permanent station, the interim facility 
could not be developed further. So the 
decision was readied to re-establish the 
major transmitting station on Cox 
Peninsula. 

The work is being undertaken in stages 
and on 1980 prices will cost about $10 
million. In the first stage, the submarine 
cables were repaired so that the mains 
power supply could be re-established. 
Serviceable parts from the two original 
cables were joined to provide a single 
cable now in service. A second cable, 
completely new, will also be installed. 

Repairs to the jetty, now under way, 


Forget cable TV says media expert 


Australia is more likely to end up with a 
iubscription television service rather 
han a cable system because it will be 
:heaper to install, according to 
idvertising media consultant Mr Dennis 
Merchant. 

Because the TV signal would be 
eceived through an antenna rather than 
i costly cable network a subscription 
ystem would have a much lower price 
ag, and hence more chance of being 
ccepted here. 

Speaking at an advertising seminar in 
Sydney recently, Mr Merchant raised a 
lumber of questions about cable 
elevision in the light of the coming 
lquiry into the subject by the Australian 
(roadcasting Tribunal. Lack of 
iformation on the local scene is 
lighlighted by the issues raised. 

Yet to be answered are questions such 


as who will use a cable television 
service, whether advertisers will be 
allowed time on it, program content and 
funding of the system and how much 
subscribers would be willing to pay for 
the service. Most importantly, will there 
be a sufficient market for a cable service 
in Australia? 

Meanwhile, markets for satellite earth 
stations are "booming", according to a 
recent report from International 
Resource Development Inc, a United 
States market research and consulting 
firm. Shipments of earth stations in the 
US should exceed $80 million, with 
strong growth expected through the 
1980's, says the report. 

One spur to interest in private satellite 
networks has been the successful launch 
of the first Satellite Business Systems 
(SBS) satellite, but the increased use of 


include additional facilities to allow 
residents use of the jetty. Restoration of 
buildings include repair of storm damage 
and minor upgrading to meet the 
cyclone building code introduced since 
Tracy struck. 

The work should provide protection 
against damage by flying debris in any 
future cyclone. Restoration of technical 
facilities involves three 250kW 
transmitters and in general replacing the 
log-periodic antennas, the latter With 
"curtain" type arrays. 

Indonesia, China, Japan, Malaysia/; 
Singapore, Thailand and The Philippines 
are among areas the rehabilitated station 
will cover. Long-term development plans 
for Radio Australia include increasing the 
number of transmitters and antennas at 
Darwin, and redeveloping the station at 
Carnarvon. These works will enhance 
Radio Australia's ability to provide 
services into the areas mentioned and 
throughout Asia and the Middle East. 
They will give Radio Australia flexibility 
in responding to changes in the world 
situation. 

Telecom Australia, as an agent for the 
Department of Communications will 
operate the transmitters at Cox 
Peninsula once the station is restored. 
When it is fully operational it will require 
a staff of 41 to provide a round-the-clock 
operation. 

The Cox-Peninsula station is one of a 
network planned to provide the best 
possible quality of service in areas of 
particular interest to Australia. Further 
development plans for Radio Australia 
under consideration include replace¬ 
ment of obsolete facilities at Shepparton, 
and a new station near Townsville to 
improve signals in Papua New Guinea 
ana the Pacific. 

R. B. Lansdown 

Secretary, 

Department of Communications. 


satellite channels for TV transmissions 
has been responsible for most of the 
growth in the ground station market. In 
the short term says the report, it will be 
cable TV and subscription TV which will 
make most demands on the earth station 
market, particularly for receive-only 
stations. 

Telecommunications will also remain 
an important use of the satellite net¬ 
work, with applications such as elec¬ 
tronic mail, teleconferencing and data 
transmission. 

Recently Comsat, the Communications 
Satellite Corporation, received approval 
from the FCC to establish a direct 
satellite-to-home television service. 
Studies done by Comsat indicate that at 
least 5% and perhaps 10% of US 
households would subscribe to the pro¬ 
posed direct satellite TV service, at a 
cost of $20-$30 a month. Approval of 
the final details of the scheme is ex¬ 
pected by the end of the year and ser¬ 
vices could begin by 1985. 
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CONTROLLERS, TRAINEE MANAGERS. 


Contact Ross Weeks, Mail Order Centre 

(02) 888 3200. 

TRAINEE MANAGERS: 


Contact your local store manager. 

STOCK CONTROLLER: 


Contact Mike Rogers, Kit Centre Manager 
(02)888 3200. 
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NOW LOOK AT THESE FEA TURES: 


rTjgWjAudio density board supplied with Innerbonc 
| won< i er wool'. 




Heavy duty construction - ribbed woofer. 


I Sealed mid range & tweeter to prevent cross 

I \ frequency intermodulation. 


Even though these new model speakers with infinite baffle cabinet 
construction cost us considerably more, we will not pass the extra cost 
onto our customers. YOU REAP THE BENEFIT! 


SO EASYTO BUILD - PUT THEM TOGETHER YOURSELF! 
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TOTAL: $314 ( 


NOW 


9176.00 | 9209.3i 














































T 


WRTCH THIS SPACE! 


Did you miss out on our 
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The Stalker IX has everything you'd - 

transceiver, auto noise limiter and blanker (ANL & 
NB), a bright/dim switch, plus an RF gain control & 
much, much more. A super tn 
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DYNAMIC OMNI 
I DYNAMIC CARDIOID MIC 

Both microphones represent outstanding value. 
Great for hi-fi or movie buffs. It's a better 
replacement for that old cassette microphone 
too! Complete with desk stand. 
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Jus Sue’s Radio Service 


LOOK AT DICK'S PRICE FORA 
QUALITY METAL DECK 

DOLBY DECK 


mrchase of these incredible 
t4ETAL cassette decks. Superb 
lolby sound on metal or chrome 
Features separate re- 
_j levels, LED VU meters. 

>LUS MUCH MORE! 

\DON'T PA Y$199 
OR MORE! 
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ATHERTON, ^LD: Jll 
RENDIGO. VIC: Sumner Electronics 
BA LUNA NSW: A. Cummings S Co. 
BULCKHEATH, NSW: Goodwin Electronics 
BROKEN HILL ***: Crystal TV Rentals 
CAIRNS, OLD: Thompson Instrument 
COFFS'HARBOUR, NSW: Colts Harbour Elact 
DARWIN, NT: Kent Electronics 
DUBBO, NSW: Dubbo Electronic Services 
EAST MAITLAND, NSW: East Maitland Elect 
GERALDTOn! WA KB EIoctronlcs A Marine 
DOS FORD, NSW: Tomorrow's Electronics 
HOBART, TAA Aero Electronics 
KINGSTON, TAS: Kingston Electronics 
LAUNCESTON,^TAS: Uwnced Electronics 
LISMORE, NSW: Deere Electric^ ^ 
MACKAY, s piD: Slevens Electronics 
MARYBOROUGH, QID: Keller Electronics 
MORUVA, NSW: Coastal Electronics 


NAMBOUR. QLD. Nambour JElectronii 
NEW CAS TLE, NSW:"jlehtron 2000 
ORANGE NSW: MAW Electronics 


SOUTHPORT, OLD: Amateur s Paradise 
TAMW0RTH, NSW: SoundComponents 
TOOWOOMBA QUfc Hunts Electronics 
TOWNSVILLE, }LD: Tropical TV ^ 
TRARALG0N, VIC: Powar’n’Sound 
WAGGA NSW: Wagga Wholesale Elect 
W0D0NGA. VIC: ASM Electronics 
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Japanese^-1342) $14.50, Ge_ 
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$14.50, Bar& Wine Guide(Y-1345) 
$10.00, Calorie Counter* Y-1346) 
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CALORIE COUNTER FREE!!' 


Dick Smith & Staff 
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Electronics does all the 


POLAROID’! 


Electronics and Polaroid know-how have combined 
to produce two new one-step colour cameras that 
are virtually fool-proof. Forget about distance, 
forget about focus, forget about light level, light 
source, or whether or not to use flash. All the user 
has to do is to line up the subject in the viewfinder 
and press a button; the camera does the rest. 


by NEVILLE WILLIAMS 


Inside the new cameras, microelec¬ 
tronic circuitry assesses the picture tak¬ 
ing conditions, in the very act of expos¬ 
ing the film, and makes appropriate and 
virtually instantaneous adjustments. Ac¬ 
cording to Polaroid, the new cameras 
make up to 42 interactive decisions, 
thereby increasing considerably the 
chances of getting 10 good pictures for 
every 10 exposures. 

In fact, at the recent press presentation 
at Sydney's Birkenhead Point Shopping 
Complex, a Polaroid executive told the 
reporters that, if they managed to come 

S with 10 failures, Polaroid would 
eerfully take them back in exchange 
for a new film pack! 

To emphasise the point, they had pro¬ 
vided a number of sets, with lighting 
harsh enough to challenge photographic 
buffs, let alone writers handling un¬ 
familiar and relatively inexpensive 
cameras for the first time. 

The results left little room for doubt; 
but more about that in a moment. 

From the time they first made their 
mark in the industry, Polaroid has con¬ 
centrated on a special kind of amateur 
and industrial photography - dedicated 
to giving the user a print, in their hand, 
within minutes of taking a shot. 

In the process, they've been prepared 
to cut right across the ideas of traditional 
photographic buffs - exotic lenses, fine 
grain films, special developers, 
darkroom equipment and books full of 
theory. 

Polaroid's earliest instant-picture 
cameras and film packs were rather 
primitive but, over the years, the in¬ 
troduction of colour, plus progressive 
refinements, have culminated in the new 
"one-step" 600-System of instant 


photography for the amateur market. 

At this point in time, the System in¬ 
cludes the 640 fixed focus camera, the 
660 autofocus model and 600 film pack. 
In use, the film pack is inserted into the 
appropriate slot in the camera. The pro¬ 
tective cover plate is ejected 
automatically and an "exposures remain¬ 
ing" indicator sets itself to "10", the 
number of exposures in each pack. 

To take a picture, the user merely 
frames the desired subject in the 
viewfinder and presses a two-step ac¬ 
tivating button. The exposed film is 
ejected immediately and begins to 
develop and fix itself — a process that 
takes about 90 seconds. The camera, 
meanwhile, is ready for the next shot. 

There is no mess, no sign of chemicals. 
The pictures, measuring 88 x 108mm 
overall, are full gloss, ready to handle or 
to mount in an album. Picture quality is 
in about the same league as prints from 
110-format colour negatives. 

Developed expressly for the 
600-System, the new 17-layer film is 
claimed to be the world's fastest rated 
colour print medium with four times the 


In addition to the 10 film sandwiches, 
each pack contains a 6-volt planar bat¬ 
tery with ample capacity to power the 
camera solenoid and drive motor 
mechanism, the in-built electronic flash, 
and the complex electronic circuitry 
which makes the right things happen at 
the right time. 

The 600-System film pack will sell in 
Australia for just under $11. 

Availability of a very high speed film 
obviates the need for fast, exotic - and 
costly - lenses. The 600 System cameras 


use relatively inexpensive plastic lenses 
with a maximum aperture of F10 for the 
variable focus 660, and FI 4 for the fixed 
focus 640. 

In turn, the limited aperture confers a 
greater natural depth of field, rendering 
focus less critical. 

The easiest way to understand how the 
new cameras work is to follow the se¬ 
quence of events, as a picture is actually 
taken. Let's do that for the more 
elaborate of the two cameras, the 660. 

Raising the top/front of the camera ex¬ 
poses the lens and viewfinder optics 
and, on the left, an ultrasonic transducer. 
Within the lift-up section and facing for¬ 
ward is the in-built electronic flash in¬ 
volving the first of six silicon chips. It has 
a colour-corrected Fresnel lens. 

To take a picture, the user frames the 
subject in the viewfinder and presses the 
red shutter release button in a two-step 
action. 

As the button is pressed, a red LED 
glows in the viewfinder, indicating that 
the electronic flash is charging. This takes 
about five seconds, after which the red 
LED goes out and the camera is ready to 
take the picture - initiated by pressing 
the button fully in. Like most such flash 
systems, however, it will store a charge 
for a considerable time, and the flash can 
therefore be pre-charged, if desired, 
ready for an instant shot. 

Unless deliberately bypassed, by using 
an alternative shutter release button, the 
flash operates for every exposure, pro¬ 
viding an automatic fill-in for shadows in 
short-range outdoor shots, as well as 
providing total lighting where the am¬ 
bient is very low. Use of the flash pro¬ 
vides a valuable safeguard against inade¬ 
quate or unbalanced exposure. 
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nking for you in .. 


MEW SYSTEM 600 


Pressing the shutter release button 
jeyond the half-way point initiates the 
jicture-taking cycle, involving the re- 
nainder of the electronic circuitry. 

First off, a supersonic oscillator projects 
1 burst of 50kHz energy from the 
ransducer, mentioned earlier, in the 
lirection in which the camera is poin- 
ing. If it strikes a subject within about 
hree to four metres, the energy is 
eflected and sensed by the transducer 
md the associated circuitry. The elapsed 
ime between the initial pulse and the 
eturn echo is translated into distance. 

If the echo is delayed, or not sensed at 
II, the circuitry assumes that there is no 
rbject in the field of view closer than 
bout four metres and the same lens set- 
ng can be used as for infinity. 

This almost instantaneous determina- 
on of distance to the subject is 
imployed in two ways: 

Firstly, it governs the rotation of a disc, 
arrying four supplementary lenses, 
lounted just behind the f/10 front lens, 
ks the disc latches into the appropriate 
losition, it provides a two-element lens 
dth a focal length to match the distance 
leasurement: 90mm for 0.6-0.9m; 
9mm for 0.9-1.5m; 105mm for 

,5-3.9m; 107mm for 3.8m to infinity. 

In short, the supersonic rangefinder 
ikes over completely one of the chores 
ssociated with a conventional camera - 
lat of manually adjusting focus. 

But, in addition, the distance informa- 
on for the particular shot is stored, in 
igital form, in a tiny computer-like 
lemory bank, ready for the next phase 
f the exposure. 

Not that it has to wait for long; 
lilliseconds, in fact, as the exposure but- 
>n is still being pressed! 

The shutter begins to open and a 
pecially positioned photodiode samples 
ie intensity of the average illumination 
round the centre of the image. This in- 
armation on available light is also fed in- 
3 the memory/logic system to control 
ie aperture, shutter and the behaviour 
f the electronic flash. For example: 
i If the subject lies in the range 3.9m to 
infinity, with high ambient light, the 
flash will make little or no difference, 
and the camera operates in normal 
automatic mode, with available aper¬ 
tures between f/10 and f/45, and 
speeds from 1/200 second to 1/3 
second. 


• If the subject is closer to the camera, 
with high ambient light the shutter 
mechanism provides a 75% exposure, 
at which point in the exposure cycle, 
the flash fires. But, before the flash 
has extinguished, and when the logic 
circuitry decides that the film has had 
100% exposure, the shutter is closed. 
With poorer ambient light, the ratio 
changes automatically to favour a 
greater proportion of flash. 

• If the subject is close to the camera, 
with minimal ambient light, the 
camera operates in pure flash mode, 
changing its aperture from f/10 for a 
subject distance of around 4m to 
f/51.7 for a subject distance down to 
0.6m. In short, the camera goes 
through the familiar focus/guide 
number/aperture routine - but it 
does it automatically. 

Polaroid point out that the use of fill-in 
flash is an accepted technique in profes¬ 
sional photography but one that 
presents difficulties to the average 
amateur. By relying on electronics to 
rovide, wherever possible, a 75/25 am- 
ient/flash ratio, harsh shadows can be 
lightened without the finished picture 
taking on an artificial appearance. 

And it certainly seems to work out this 
way in practice. Indeed, there is another 
spin-off, in that areas of sky and 
background, which might tend to wash 
out in bright sunlight, are held back by 
the reduced exposure to ambient. 

As a concession to photographers who 
may want to modify the end result, the 
660 camera has provision to disable the 
flash and/or the supersonic rangefinder. 
A lighter/darker control is also provided 
to help cope with unusual backgrounds, 
e.g. dense and dark foliage, or snow. 

Considering the level of the 
technology involved, the price of the 
660 camera is agreeably modest at $89. 

The cheaper 640 model, retailing at 
$63, omits the supersonic rangefinder. 
Instead, it employs a fixed focus 109mm 
coated aspheric meniscus lens, which 
can cope with subjects at distances from 
1.2m to infinity. Under electronic logic 
control, the aperture varies as necessary 
between f/14 and f/25, while the ex¬ 
posure speed range is between 1/200 
and Vs second. 

Being a fixed focus system, no informa¬ 
tion as to subject distance is available to 



There are six ICs in the 660 camera 
and four in the 640. This P/C board, 
containing three ICs mounts directly on 
the shutter base plate, here depicted as 
an outline. 



On the left is the disc carrying four sup¬ 
plementary lenses, on the right, the 
plastic lens for the viewfinder and, cen¬ 
tre, the ultrasonic transducer. 



The split filter in the 640 camera which 
allows the photodiode to sense 
separately normal ambient light and in¬ 
frared light reflected by the subject 
from flash. 
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recorded through an infra-red filter, this picture of a girl seated on a gaily 
striped lounge emerges, virtually, in monochrome. 
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POLAROID’S NEW SYSTEM 600 


As black and white copies of colour shots, these two pictures cannot convey the 
true differences between the originals. However, in the above picture, taken 
against the light, the faces of the two subjects are lost in shadow. With fill-in flash, 
the balance is much more acceptable. 


■- i 


the electronic logic system. It copes, 
however, by employing a dual system of 
light measurement, which is able to 
distinguish between ambient light and 
illumination from the flash. 

. To achieve the distinction, a split filter 
is placed in front of the light sensing 
diode, one half tinted green, the other 
ostensibly black. The green segment 
allows ambient light to reach the 
photodiode, while the "black" segment 
blocks the ambient but transmits the in¬ 
frared reflections from the flash. 

Let's see how the electronic circuitry 
(or, if you prefer it, "logic", "computer", 
"brain") interprets this visible/infrared 
light information. Firstly, for a normal, 
outdoor scenic shot: 

As the first step in the exposure cycle, 
the photodiode samples the ambient 
light and, using the information, the elec¬ 
tronic circuitry manipulates the shutter 
mechanism to produce 75% or normal 
exposure. At this juncture, it fires the 
flash in an effort to achieve 25% fill-in. 

However, being an outdoor landscape 
shot, there is no reflection from the flash 
and, reacting to this, the control circuitry 
allows the exposure to proceed for the 
additional time necessary to obtain the 
optimum image with 100% ambient 
lighting. Thus, in this situation, the 
camera operates in much the same man¬ 
ner as any other automatic type. 

Now assume that, under similar 
lighting conditions, the user decides to 
take a shot of a person or a group. The 
exposure proceeds, as before, to the 
75% point, at which moment the flash 
fires. If the main subject is now within 
three or four metres, a pulse of infrared 
is reflected back to the photodiode. The 
electronics instantly calculates the dura¬ 
tion of flash required for 25% fill-in and, 
at the appropriate instant, quenches the 
flash and closes the shutter. 

Yet again, if the initial measurement 
shows a very limited amount of ambient 
light, the electronic circuitry prolongs 
the flash to ensure adequate exposure. 

In the extreme case, the photodiode 
may sense negligible ambient light. In 
this case, the mechanism blocks the 
green segment of the light filter, opens I 
the aperture to f/10 and triggers the flash I 
for flash-only exposure. The cell I 
monitors the reflected illumination, I 
decides when proper exposure has been I 
achieved, then quenches the flash and I 
finally closes the shutter. 

Polaroid emphasise that the idea of I 
monitoring the flash in the infrared spec- I 
trum has a particular advantage. Light I 
sensing circuits can easily be mis- I 
led by brightly coloured objects or I 
scenes in the visible spectrum. Viewec I 
by infrared, the scene has an almost I 
monochrome appearance, with less I 
chance of measurement error. 

So that's the story behind Polaroid's I 
600-System. If you're one of those peo-1 
pie whose photographic efforts always I 
seems to end in failure, maybe you'd like I 
to try your hand with the 640 or the 660. I 
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REACH FOR 
RALMAR... 


GIVE YOUR HEADS 

i 


FOR IMPROVED 
PERFORMANCE. 

Special scientific 
and proven formula. 
Supplied with long 
nozzle for accurate 
work and to eliminate 
waste of product. 

Suitable for all reel 
to reel and cassette 
tape recorders. 

Aerosol can. 

OTHER TAPE CARE 
ACCESSORIES 
INCLUDE: EDITING 
KITS, SPLICERS, 
IZERS, ERAZERS AND | 
MAINTENANCE KITS. 

FOR OVER 20 YEARS RALMAR 
HAS BUILT UP AN EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF PRODUCTS FOR YOU. 
Here are just a few... 

»Headphones • Fuses 

• Microphones • Connectors 

»Intercoms • Speakers 


• Transformers 

• P.A. Equipment 


• Audio Mixers 

• Switches 


• AC/DC Adaptors • TV Aerials 

• Tools • Plugs/Sockets 

PLUS 

HUNDREDS OF OTHER ITEMS! 


• HIGH SWITCHING SPEED. (NO STORAGE 
TIME DELAY). 

• DIRECTLY INTERFACES TO CMOS, TTL 
ANDMOS. 

• HIGH GAIN. 

• LOW DRIVE CURRENT. 

• FREE FROM SECONDARY BREAKDOWN 
AND VOLTAGE DERATING. 

• DRIVES INDUCTIVE LOADS. 

• AVAILABLE IN T03, T0220, T039, T092 
AND D.I.L. PACKAGES. 

Technical information available on request. 
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Car design: 
the electronic 
revolution 

Electronic ignition and computer control 

The widespread use of electronics in motor vehicles is just 
beginning. It is expected that within the next decade car design will 
be almost revolutionised by the use of electronic control systems. 
Computer-controlled engines, brakes and dashboard displays 
promise safer, more comfortable driving and a considerable saving in 
fuel consumption. 


by BRIAN DANCE 


In 1958 the world saw one of the first 
applications of electronic components in 
passenger vehicles — the regulation of 
the alternator voltages. Electronic fuel 
injection systems followed in 1967 and 
formed the first large scale application of 
electronics to vehicles. 

In the early 1970's two types of 
transistorised ignition systems were 
developed, mainly as optional fittings for 
the enthusiast. The simple transistor- 
assisted ignition system used transistors 
to switch the coil current. Such a system 
has the advantage that the breaker 
contacts have a much greater life and 
the engine stays in tune for longer 
periods. 

In the other early type of electronic 
ignition system, the contact breaker also 
controls a small current in a non- 
inductive circuit, but a more complex 
circuit is required. An inverter circuit 
charges a capacitor to some hundreds of 
volts and, when the contact breaker 
opens, this capacitor is discharged 
through the ignition coil primary so that 
the ignition coil acts as a pulse 
transformer. Capacitor discharge ignition 
is said to result in more complete 
combustion at high engine revolution 
speeds and easy starting even with dirty, 
fouled sparking plugs owing to the 
higher voltages available. 

Transistorised ignition systems in which 
no mechanical contacts are employed 
followed in the mid-1970's. Ignition 
timing is effected by an optical shutter 
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and a photosensitive device, by a 
magnetic coil used as a pick-up, or by a 
rotating magnet actuating a Hall Effect 
device or some similar system. Such 
contactless ignition systems are now 
fitted to a high proportion of cars 
manufactured in the USA. 

However these developments were 
only simple beginnings when compared 
with the latest microprocessor units used 
to control the air-to-fuel ratio, ignition 
timing, etc which US manufacturers have 
found necessary to meet stringent 
exhaust gas emission standards and fuel 
economy regulations of that country. If 
one adds anti-skid braking systems, 
electronic theft alarms, possibly anti¬ 
collision radar systems at some future 
date, and complex microcomputer 
display systems to provide the driver 
with such information as his fuel 
consumption, distance he will be able to 
travel with the fuel available etc, one 
begins to appreciate the growing 
importance of electronics in the modern 
vehicle. 

It is interesting to note that Toyota 
recently introduced what it claims is the 
first "talking car" which will tell the driver 
if his door is not properly shut, if his 
seatbelt is not fastened, if the handbrake 
is on, if he has left his lights on in the 
daytime or if his fuel is near exhaustion. 
The system was developed jointly by 
Toyota and Matsushita and is used with 
the latter's MN1599 microcomputer. 

It has been suggested that cars fitted 
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with voice-recognition computer 
equipment should be available by 1990. 
One can even imagine that if such a car 
is fitted with anti-collision radar and the 
major roads contain buried information 
transmitting cables, the car will respond 
to the owner's voice (and to no other 
voice) when told "Take me to ...." quite 
automatically! 

Let's now take a look at a few recent 
developments from various manu 
facturers in more detail. 

Ignition systems 

British Leyland has recently producec 
reports about various types of ignitior 
systems and the consideration; 
governing the selection of one of these 
systems for a vehicle. The company 
states that so far it has not adoptee 
electronic ignition except where its cosi 
has been strictly justified by functiona 
requirements. 

Leyland feel it would be pointless tc 















In the "bus with a 
brain" built by Lucas 
Electrical Industries and 
British Leyland, the 
conventional wiring 
harness has been 
replaced by a 
multiplexed system 
using only three wires. 
A central controller 
sends command signals 
to local control units 
which each have a 
different digital 
address. Ease of 
installation and 
maintenance are the 
main advantages of the 
system. 


invest in electronic ignition systems 
which they believe are already obsolete. 
They have therefore decided to jump 
what may be called the "first generation" 
electronic ignition systems and instead 
plan for much more advanced crankshaft 
triggered systems which offer far more 
benefits, especially as regards probable 
future exhaust emission and fuel 
economy requirements. Indeed, apart 
from any legislative requirements, one 
may hope that the fuel savings may pay 
for the additional cost of the system. 
Production costs may also be reduced if 
an ignition system is selected which 
simplifies the tooling required or speeds 
production. 

Crankshaft triggering 

The ignition systems of conventional 
engines are triggered by means of a 
camshaft synchronising system together 
with a high voltage distributor. The 
advantage of such a system is that it is 


relatively easy to provide mechanical 
speed and vacuum ignition advance and 
to adjust these in production. A contact 
breaker need not necessarily be 
employed, since close tolerances allow 
the use of one of the other types of 
sensor already mentioned. However, the 
distributor is a difficult and expensive 
item to tool, absorbs power and 
generates noise. 

An alternative system involves 
triggering from the crankshaft. In such an 
engine, the expensive camshaft and its 
half-crankshaft speed drive mechanism is 
no longer required while the timing 
scatter between cylinders is much 
reduced over conventional systems. 
However, a sensor is required which will 
operate with large clearances to allow 
for tolerances and wear and further 
clearance is required due to tolerances 
in the positioning of the sensors on the 
various engine castings. 


Crankshaft triggering systems can 
eliminate most of the timing errors 
which arise in conventional ignition 
systems employing a timing chain, 
helical and worm gears, where errors of 
several degrees are not uncommon. 

It is interesting to note that British 
Leyland commenced fitting timing discs 
on the crankshafts of all Austin-Morris 
engines from their new "O" series in 
1978. This enables light emitting diode 
checks to be carried out very accurately 
and conveniently, both in manufacture 
and in service, so that the timing can be 
adjusted and hopefully the vehicles will 
be run nearer to optimum engine 
efficiency. A "black box" memory unit is 
used in the production chain and is pre: 
programmed with the ignition advance 
characteristics so that both the dynamic 
and static characteristics can be tested 
together with the distributor advance 
mechanism. This light emitting diode 
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Electronics in cars — inte g rated i g nition systems 


facility requires only a timing disc and a 
bracket to locate the light emitting diode 
probe, so it adds a minimal amount to 
the cost of a vehicle while providing a 
new level of service accuracy. 
Distributor systems 

A rotor arm distribution system is 
shown in Fig.1 for comparison purposes. 
Signals from the timing computer feed 
the driver stage of a power amplifier 
which feeds a high power Darlington 
stage incorporating a clamping device 
(usually a zener diode) to prevent the 
back emf' from damaging the power 
Darlington. A standard ignition coil is 
employed (wound as an autotransformer 
to increase the sparking voltage). 

The rotor arm operates about 0.5mm 
from the electrodes in the distributor 
wbidh are connected to the individual 
spark plugs. Since it is not sealed from 
the atmosphere, this air gap results in 
some voltage loss to the plugs. Main 
advantage of the rotor arm is the ease 
with which the ignition is distributed. 
Although the distributor has to be 
correctly positioned, this system does 
provide a "get you home" feature if the 
computer fails. 

The system shown in Fig. 2 is 
somewhat similar to that of Fig.1 except 
that four high voltage reed switches are 
employed for distributing the high 
tension to the appropriate sparking plug. 
A signal from the computer turns on the 
primary current to the ignition coil and 
simultaneously a signal is sent via a reed 
driver circuit to the required reed switch 
coil so that the associated reed switch is 
closed. At the required ignition time the 
computer provides a signal to the power 
amplifier which turns off the current in 
the primary of the ignition coil and the 
spark occurs at the correct plug. A short 
time afterwards the reed switch opens 
and the cycle is repeated for the next 
cylinder. Thus no spark can occur before 
the reed switch has closed no matter 
what the engine speed or ignition 
advance. 




The advantage of the reed distribution 
system is that the reeds have a long 
(though finite) life, generate little 
electrical interference, and consume 
none of the energy intended to fire the 
plug. If a single reed fails, only the power 
from the one cylinder is lost. 

The availability of microprocessors 
(such as the Intel 8748 and equivalent 
custom LSI devices) seems likely to bring 
profound changes in engine design. 
Consideration must be given to the use 
of a system with programmable dwell 


Chrysler's Spark 
Control Computer, 
the heart of their 
"Lean Burn" system. 
The vacuum 
transducer at top 
. left senses manifold 
pressure 


ignition timing is 
controlled by the 
switching transistor 
at right. 


time, which requires fairly complex 
electronics but which enables spark 
energy levels to be increased and to be 
maintained throughout the speed range, 
even in an engine with many cylinders. 
Power dissipation is reduced, especially 
at low speeds, in comparison to the 
inefficient fixed dwell angle systems. 

To summarise, exhaust gas emission 
and fuel consumption requirements are 
making electronic ignition systems more 
attractive, if not essential, and such 
systems can also provide the higher 
energy required for the wider plug gaps 
needed for increased intervals between 
servicing. Many of the current ignition 
systems do not generate enough energy 
for optimum burning of the fuel or for 
starting with fouled plugs. 

Siemens of Germany recently 
introduced a TLF 1492 16-pin dual-in-line 
device for use in transistorised ignition 
systems with dwell angle control. This 
device can be used to ensure that the 
primary current in the ignition coil 
reaches its maximum permissible value 
just at the point of firing so that the 
maximum energy can be delivered to 
the spark. The device compensates for 
changes in the number of engine 
revolutions per minute, the battery 
voltage and even the internal resistance 
of the ignition coil, which changes with 
temperature. 
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What’s new 
from 





PROFESSIONAL P.C.B. IRON [. . . The Improved Model TC60 


s. 


OFFERS THE ECONOMY OF DIRECT 240V MAINS 
OPERATION AND THE SOLDERING MUSCLE OF 60 
WATTS. 


COMPARE THESE FEATURES: 


REDUCES SWITCHING PROBLEMS of contact wear 
and R.F. discharge. Mains voltage ensures 8 to 10 times 
less current to be interrupted. 

STEPLESS TEMP. ADJUSTMENT 20°-400°C. — no need 
to change tips to vary temperature. 



Plus These Improvements: 

(Compared with previous Model) 

• 15% THJTiNER POWER LEAD - lighter & more flexible. 

• LONGER TIP LIFE — new aluminium coating of iron 
plated copper, cuts heat and flux damage. 



SO LDER REMOVER—1 . 

Scope SOLDER BLOTTER in a metal tipped dispenser 


Without Burnt 
Fingers 



SIDECUTTERS 


High Speed 

NEW‘SHEAR’ CONCEPT 
CUTS FATIGUE 


Scope Flushcutters 

COMPARE THESE FEATURES: 

► LOW EFFORT CUTTING ACTION aids 
speed. 

Radical ‘shear’ action needs about 
50% less force than traditional ‘crush’ 
method. 

» CUSHION GRIP extends further to 
protect finger and thumb tip. 

» OPERATIVES CAN SUSTAIN SPEED 
due to Spring Loading & low mass 
(43 gm.). . 


COMPARE THESE FEATURES: 

► Keeps your finger tip away from heat, 
yet places braid precisely. 
I Pull braid to dispense — rotate pack 
to re roll surplus braid. 


- Mail this coupon to — THE MANAGER SCOPE LABORATORIES- 

Box 63 Niddrie, Victoria 3042. \ 

PLEASE RUSH DETAILED Name ] SCOPE 

INFORMATION ON SCOPE Address BOX 63 NIDDRIE, 

PRODUCTS TO- „ „ „ ) TEL: (03) 338-1566 

Company position title S TLX: AA38318 
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Computer control reduces fuel consumption, lowers pollution 


Anti-skid braking 

Vehicle skids in wet weather are a 
prolific cause of accidents so work has 
been done to develop anti-skid systems 
to maintain stability and steering during 
emergency braking on any type of road 
surface. When the brakes of a vehicle 
are applied, only a rolling wheel 
provides lateral support at the optimum 
deceleration. A locked wheel cannot 
transmit lateral forces, so a car with 
locked wheels loses its steering control 
and stability and may skid or spin 
around. 

Drivers are often advised to pump the 
brakes when stopping on wet roads, ice 
or snow, but few drivers can do this in 
such a way that they not only maintain 
cdntrol of the vehicle but also bring it to 
rest within the smallest practicable 
distance. Electronic systems can be used 
to sense whether a road wheel is locked 
or rolling and a suitable control system 
can momentarily release the braking 
force on any locked wheel so that 
control is regained. Such an electronic 
system can control the hydraulic brake 
pressure by means of electro-magnetic 
valves. 

Anti-skid braking systems simulate the 
aition of a driver pumping the brakes, 
but the control system maintains the 
pumping at a much higher rate than a 
numan driver. A further advantage is that 
the system modulates the pressure at 
each of the wheel brake cylinders to 
obtain the optimum braking effect with 
complete stability. 

One such system has been developed 
by the Robert Bosch Company, Stuttgart, 
West Germany. It uses three custom- 
designed microcomputers produced by 
AMU Microsystems. One of these 
monitors the sensors on the right front 
road wheel and on the drive shaft; 
another monitors the left front wheel 
and the drive shaft, while the third 
functions as a safety monitor to ensure 
that the system is functioning correctly. 

If a system malfunction should occur, 
the monitor returns the braking to 
normal operation and flashes a warning 
on the indicator on the dashboard 
display. 

It is claimed that the Bosch anti-skid 
braking system has safely stopped cars 
on all types of road surface, both on 
straight roads and on curves, whilst its 
use on dry roads is said to reduce tyre 
wear during emergency braking. The 
system is offered as an option on a 
number of types of European vehicles 
and is also being adapted for use on 
targe commercial vehicles, but 
apparently no American car has yet 
adopted this system. 

Microprocessor controls 

As in many other fields, micro¬ 
processors are likely to make a larger 
and larger impact in vehicle systems 



Fig. 3: General 
Motor’s Computer 
Command Control 
unit, standard on 
all of their 1981 
models, gives 
increased fuel 
economy while 
meeting stringent 
US exhaust 
emission standards. 

Reduced fuel 
consumption and 
less pollution are 
not incompatible, 
as shown at right. If 
fuel consumption 
still looks a little 
high, remember 
that a US gallon is 
3.785 litres. 


GM’S PASSENGER CAR 
MILEAGE AND EMISSIONS PROGRESS 



during the 1980's. Fig. 3 shows the 
computer, command and control system 
which General Motors, is incorporating 
as standard equipment on all of its 1981 
passenger cars. It controls such engine 
parameters as the air-to-fuel ratio, 
ignition timing, exhaust emissions and 
fuel economy. It also provides a 
diagnostic dashboard readout to help 
speed repairs. The microcomputer unit is 
about the size of a textbook within a 
thick screened casing and is made by 
Delco Electronics, a subsidiary of 
General Motors. 

In addition to the general functions 
used on all of the cars to which it is 
fitted, the computer command and 
control module can be programmed to 
provide special additional functions on 
specific vehicles. Perhaps the most 
remarkable function is on a new model 
Cadillac with a six litre V8 engine which 
can be switched to a six cylinder 4.5 litre 
engine or a four cylinder three litre 
engine whenever all eight cyclinders are 


not required for the driving conditions at 
the time. This is almost equivalent to 
changing to a smaller car for those parts 
of the journey which do not need full 
power! 

The system provides regulation noi 
only for the engine but also for the othe 
parts of the car, including air 
conditioning and the clutch mechanisrr 
on vehicles with automatic transmission 
General Motors has made a majo 
commitment to microprocessors in car; 
and has indicated its faith in thi: 
development by offering a five yea 
guarantee (or 80,000km). 

Microcomputers are also beinj; 
produced for the dashboard display 
systems. For example Siemens offer £ 
SAB 80215 which combines a compute 
based on the SAB 8021 with periphera 
function units specially designed foi 
motor vehicles - a clock in 12/24 hou 
format with alarm and stopwatd 
functions, three event counters fo 
digital parameters, an analog-to-digita 
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New dashboard displays and cars that talk 


Shown above is an electronic dashboard developed 
by the Italian firm Borletti. Functions monitored 
include oil and water levels, brake fluid level, water 
temperature, oil pressure, brake pad wear, locking of 
doors, vehicle lights functioning, and the length of 
time that the spark plugs, engine and gearbox oil and 
air filter have been in service. The trip computer on 
the right can be used to calculate average speed, 
average and instantaneous fuel consumption, elapsed 
time and distance to destination, etc. On the right is a 
prototype dashboard panel from National 
Semiconductor which uses animated liquid crystal 
displays and speech synthesis to indicate vehicle 
functioning. The system takes inputs from 
microcomputers controlling the car engine and uses 
synthesised speech to give warning messages such' as 
low fuel, low brake fluid, open door or unfastened 
seat-belt. 



converter with three multiplex inputs for 
the acquisition of analog data, and a 
multiplexed interface for 20 input and 
output functions. The storage capacity of 
,this device is 2K bytes of ROM and 128 
bytes of RAM. 

Such an on-board computer can 
provide the driver with a great variety of 
information, ranging from time of day 
and stopwatch functions to outside 
temperature and frost warnings and the 
estimated time of arrival at the 
destination. 

Microprocessor based instruments are 
used in the 1981 Chrysler Imperial. 
Vacuum fluorescent read-out tubes 
(similar to those in some calculators with 
green displays) are used to display the 
time, odometer readings, speed, the 
gear selected, fuel indicator, etc. 
Displays for engine parameters (such as 
radiator water temperature, oil pressure 
and battery system voltage) are 
incorporated, as are some less common 
functions such as doof not correctly 
shut, brake problems, burned out 
indicator bulbs and any microprocessor 
malfunction. Two microprocessors are 
employed to accumulate the data from 
the various sensors and to compute and 
display the values of functions. 


Odometer readings are stored in an 
electrically alterable read only memory 
(EAROM) which can retain data for years 
without power. 

Although dashboard lights are used in 
many currently produced vehicles to 
draw the attention of the driver to any 
system malfunctioning, it is expected 
that future vehicles will contain systems 
for providing warnings and problem 
diagnosis by means of synthetically 
produced voice announcements. 

Intelligent bus 

British Leyland Vehicles and Lucas 
Electrical Industries have completed the 
development of a bus "with a brain" 
which, it is said, will point the way 
towards greatly improved electrical 
systems for commercial vehicles. 

On this prototype bus, the 
conventional wiring harness has been 
replaced by a Lucas Multiplex ring main 
wiring system which consists of only 
three wires, namely a power rail, a data 
transmission rail and a clock pulse rail. 
The ring main is connected through 
spurs and control units to the horn, the 
lights, etc and driver-operated switches 
cause a central controller with its 
microprosessor to send digital address 


and command signals along the data rail. 
Each of the local control units has a 
unique address code and only the unit 
addressed by the central controller will 
respond and actuate the required 
equipment. 

Advantages claimed for this system 
include ease and simplicity of its 
installation, ability to incorporate 
interlock systems and the speed with 
which all electrical circuits can be 
checked using a diagnostic system 
developed by Leyland Vehicles. 

The prototype, code-named REV-OI, 
cannot be driven away unless its doors 
are closed and provides the driver with 
an indication as to why he cannot drive 
it. 

Similar checks are provided for all of 
the other driver-operated controls. The 
functioning of any lights which should be 
on is checked 20 times per second. One 
of the major advantages of the 
microprocessor based bus is the ability 
for fault diagnosis to be easily carried 
out. Electrical failures are responsible for 
a huge number of vehicle faults and 
Leyland has developed a system which 
can check all of the electrical circuits in 
the vehicle and produce a printed read 
out of the faults present. ^ 
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Satellite TV station 
built at home 


Construction of a television satellite ground station is definitely not a 
project for an idle weekend — but an increasing number of radio 
amateurs are taking up the challenge. In this article a reader from 
NSW describes his system, which has successfully received signals 
from the Intelsat IV satellite used to relay ABC television to remote 
areas of Australia. 

by VICTOR G. BARKER VK2BTV* 


The author's interest in receiving televi¬ 
sion transmissions from satellites dates 
back to the mid-70s when international 
use of Intelsat satellites increased to the 
extent that pictures could be received 
from overseas on a daily basis. CBC 
news services and sporting events from 
the USA were the most regular transmis¬ 
sions. Receiving these NTSC transmis¬ 
sions presented a small problem, finally 
overcome by building an NTSC video 
monitor. 

Until last year Australia did not use 
satellites for the relay of domestic televi¬ 
sion programs, relying on coaxial cable 
"land-lines" and terrestial microwave 


links. This situation changed when the 
facilities of a transponder on board an In¬ 
telsat IV satellite was hired for domestic 
use. 

Parked in a synchronous orbit above 
the equator at approximately 172° east, 
this satellite can be "seen" from almost 
all parts of Australia, as distinct from the 
Indian Ocean satellite that is in line of 
sight in an area beginning a little to the 
east of Ceduna, South Australia. 

The central "footprint" of the Pacific 
Ocean satellite extends over most of 
Western Australia, South Australia, the 
Northern Territory, Queensland and the 
north-western corner of NSW. Transmis¬ 


sions from the satellite are beamed at 
central Australia, with Alice Springs in 
the centre of the prime reception area. 
Moving away from the centre of the 
beam (called the "bore sight") the signal 
level falls off at a predictable rate deter¬ 
mined by the satellite's antenna radiation 
pattern. 

The television channels are carried by 
the 36MHz bandwidth transponder. Both 
are ABC transmissions, with one 
originating in NSW and the other in WA. 
Local users of the transmissions can 
therefore chose between two time 
zones. 

The Australian Government, through 
Telecom, has installed a number of TV 
Receive-Only (TVRO) ground stations to 
bring television to remote areas of 
Australia. Fifty-two of these stations are 
planned, with each re-transmitting the 
satellite signal to communities within a 
radius of 35km. From all reports the pic¬ 
ture quality provided by the existing sta¬ 
tions is excellent. 

It is one thing for Telecom to under¬ 
take the design and construction of a 
TVRO, and quite another thing for the in¬ 
dividual experimenter with limited 
resources. It can be done, however, pro¬ 
viding one is prepared to spend the time 
to locate certain items which are ab¬ 
solutely necessary for the project. 

Before going further lets look at the 
transmission parameters more closely. 

Western Australian ABC transmissions 
are at a frequency of 3795MHz and NSW 
transmissions are on 3814MHz. In both 
cases the bandwidth of the signal is 
17MHz. Polarisation of the satellite beam 
is circular in a right-hand direction. 
Transmitted power is given as +29dBW 
at bore sight, and the loss on the path to 
the receiving antenna is around 196.5dB. 

The first requirements for a satellite 
ground station are a three metre (or 
more) parabolic reflector and an RF 
preamplifier with more than 25dB gain 
and a noise figure of 1.3dB or better, 
suitable for use at 4GHz. Although both 
items can be made at home the first re¬ 
quires extremely precise construction 
and the second a good knowledge of 
microwave techniques. 

Luckily, the author was able to acquire 
a pair of three metre dish antennas at a 
government auction for a mere $30.00. 


*41 Skyline Street, Gorokan, NSW 2263 



Three metre dish 
for the author's 
home-built satellite 
TV station came 
from a government 
auction. Other 
components were 
built at home, bas¬ 
ed on surplus 
equipment. 
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One of them now resides in the 
1 backyard as the receiving antenna for his 
system. A 4GHz preamplifier was 
located which had a noise figure of 6dB 
and a gain of 10dB, but this has recently 
been replaced with a more satisfactory 
unit providing 50dB gain with a IdB 
noise figure. 

At bore sight with a unity gain antenna 
we would receive a signal equal to the 
transmitted power minus the path loss: 
29dBW-196.5dB = -167.5dBW. Con¬ 
verted to dBm this equals -137.5dBm. A 
receiver with a 17MHz bandwidth and a 
noise figure of 1.3dB would require an 
input of -lOldBm to equal the 
equivalent input noise power (assuming 
a unity signal-to-noise ratio). To produce 
a noisy but watchable picture a S/N ratio 
of 7-8dB is necessary, and taking 8dB as a 
realistic figure, our input signal require¬ 
ment has now increased from -lOldBm 
to -93dBm. 

Referring to our received signal 
strength of -137dBm we clearly need a 
significant amount of antenna gain 
(-137.5 - 93 = 44.5dB). This gain can be 
obtained from a five metre parabolic 
reflector. 

A 4GHz FM wideband receiver was 
built up next, starting with the 4.020GHz 
local oscillator. A single diode mixer 
stage was followed by a low noise IF 
preamplifier, with the entire unit being 
based on a piece of surplus 4GHz link 
equipment manufactured during the 60s 
by Marelli of Italy and widely used in 
Australia. A 4GHz bandpass filter was us¬ 
ed ahead of the first mixer, providing a 
slight improvement in signal-to-noise 
ratio. 

The output frequency of the mixer is 
approximately 200MHz, depending on 
the input frequency, which is of course 
determined by the TV transponder being 
received. A tunable 200MHz second 
mixer is used here with a 70MHz IF stage. 
At this point the video bandwidth of the 
signal is reduced to 12MHz. Despite the 
fact that the video signal has a band¬ 
width of 17MHz, the essential informa¬ 
tion is contained within about 9MHz of 
the carrier. Reducing the bandwidth of 
the signal results in an improved signal- 
to-noise ratio. 

Completing the system is the second IF 
amplifier, demodulator, de-emphasis, 
energy dispersal clamp and baseband 
output amplifier. Two linear gain stages 
are used prior to demodulation. Initially 
six limiting stages were employed, 
followed by a Travis discriminator, but 
this was later changed to an NE564 
Phase Locked Loop demodulator which 
incorporates a limiter ahead of the 
demodulator and appears to produce 
Pictures from a lower signal to noise 
atio than the Travis. The improvement is 
about 1.5dB, and the PLL requires no tun- 
ad circuits whatever, considerably 
simplifying construction and alignment. 

The de-emphasis network was produc¬ 
ed empirically and consists of an R-L-C 
letwork followed by a 7MHz low pass 
ilter and a diode clamp to remove the 



4GHz receiver is beneath the TV 
monitor. 


25MHz triangular energy dispersal 
waveform. By way of explanation, it is 
usual practice to shift the frequency of 
the FM carrier from the satellite up and 
down at a low rate, apparently to reduce 
the possibility of satellite transmissions 
interfering with terrestial microwave 
links. This dispersal waveform must be 
removed by tne receiver. 

Using the three metre dish with a 
home-made Cassegrain feed system, 
home-made circular to linear feed hard¬ 
ware and circular to rectangular 
waveguide transition to suit the low 
noise amplifier, the passive gain of the 
system is close to 40dB. 

Pictures received »re quite noisy but 
do produce coherent colour lock and 
correct ident. Differential phase and gain 
is satisfactory. Sound demodulated at 
6.2MHz is also noisy, but is usable. 

The author's location in the Gosford 
area of NSW puts his receiving system so 
far outside the satellite coverage area 
that signal level predictions cannot be 
made. Suffice to say that professionally 
made equipment tested only 65km fur¬ 
ther south failed to produce identifiable 
pictures or sound despite the use of a 
five metre antenna. It would appear that 
there is plenty of scope left for the radio 
and TV amateur experimenter yet! ® 
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Are you tired of paying too much 
for your cassettes and 
accessories? Your problems are 
over... for one dollar! 
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Conducted by Neville Williams 


Digital recording sparks off 
a resistance movement! 


Despite the momentum which continues to build behind digital audio 
recording, protests against the system continue to be heard from a 
relatively small but highly vocal group. One is reminded of the “flat- 
earthers” and the anti-metric crusaders. It could even be that, 
somewhere, a modern-day electronic King Canute is preparing to re¬ 
enact the famous sit-in! 


In so-saying, I must admit that there is a 
basic difference between the anti-digital 
group and the others. The convictions of 
King Canute, and the assertions of the 
flat-earthers and the anti-metrics can be 
assailed and/or defended using fairly 
transparent reasoning. On the other 
hand, the arguments of the anti-digitals 
currently rely heavily on subjective judg¬ 
ment and may only be resolved by the 
passage of time - one way or the other. 

The fact is that, if an audiophile insists 
that he can hear something peculiar in a 
recording, which others think is normal, 
there is no easy way to prove or 
disprove his claim, and a stand-off situa¬ 
tion frequently follows: 

The unbelievers are likely to dismiss 
the objector as something of a crackpot 
— given to imagination, flights of 
technical fancy or even to grandstand¬ 
ing. 

He, in turn, may scorn his critics as 
stubborn technocrats, with an eye for in¬ 
struments but certainly no ear for real 
music! 

Both groups tend to back away from 
any middle ground; that would be a sign 
of weakness. Both tend to relish and 
flourish published opinions which corres¬ 
pond to their own. 

In fact, the reader mentioned in last 
month's Forum — "I have lunch with a girl 
named Alice'' — proved quite zealous in 
this respect. Having expressed, by 
telephone his discontent with digital 
sound, he has since sent me various ex¬ 
tracts from overseas magazines, drawing 
attention to heavy criticism of digital by 
certain audio professionals. I would 
judge that they nave reinforced his own 
views to the point where he is now 
substantially convinced. 
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So be it! 

For my own part, I have found their 
arguments open to considerable query. 

Amongst the excerpts which reached 
me was one from "Absolute Sound" (Dec 
'80), detailing an interview with Douglas 
Sax, professional musician, professional 
recordist and founder of Sheffield Labs, 
well known for their activities in direct- 
cut recording. 

With that background, Douglas Sax 
could probably walk right away from 
most of us in respect to practical ex- 

erience in sound recording. And, 

ecause of his background as a propo¬ 
nent of the direct-cut system, his pas¬ 
sionate condemnation of the now- 
ascendant digital approach may not be 
all that surprising. 

Unfortunately, from the viewpoint of 
objectivity, the interviewers tended to 
reinforce rather than question Douglas 
Sax's opinions, so that the whole thing 
has taken on the character of a gripe 
session. 

Nevertheless, the collective assertions 
have a certain familiar ring but a quality 
that I find less than convincing. For exam¬ 
ple, Douglas Sax chooses to quote 
seriously from discussion at a recent con¬ 
vention of the AES (Audio Engineering 
Society): 

"... if you take a low, sustained organ 
tone and slowly increase and decrease 
its level, so that you are asking the 
machine to decide what finite level to 
give it, it sounds like a motorboat!" 

Does it, now? 

I concede that one might expect this to 
happen if one took too seriously the 
pamphlet diagrams which show 
waveforms chopped into coarse digital 
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steps, before being smoothed 
mysteriously back into their original 
shape. Fortunately, however the usual 
16-bit digital system offers a great many 
more steps, or levels, than the diagrams 
typically suggest. 

In fact, I have just got through listening 
to the latest CBS Masterworks recording 
of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, 
mastered from a Sony PCM 1600 digital 
recorder. They use a 16-bit sampling 
system and specifically state that this 
provides "over 65,000" discrete sampling 
numbers (or levels). 

If we accept the dynamic range of or¬ 
chestral music as being, at most, 90dB, 
the steps are not going to be very coarse 
by the time the full range is divided into 
65,000 increments. Even allowing that 
only a small proportion of the steps are 
actually used to represent a low 
amplitude signal, I boggle at the 
assertion that the quantising is so coarse 
that it "sounds like a motorboat". 

And think about that organ note: isn't it 
likely that the level of an organ bass pipe 
will itself vacillate more than some tiny 
fraction of a decibel, due to vagaries of 
airflow and acoustics? Even with an elec¬ 
tronic organ I suspect that, in actually at¬ 
tempting the suggested test, one woulc 
end up listening to the jumpiness of the 
organ swell, or the panel fader, or the 
operator's fingers rather than the digita 
sampling! 

Just for the heck of it, I tested the asser 
tion on a friend, an academic and a prac 
tical man, highly esteemed in the audit 
fraternity in this country. He wasn't con¬ 
vinced either. In fact, he produced the 
best belly laugh I had heard all the week 

A more restrained suggestion from one 
of the interviewers was to the effect tha 


















indecision on the part of the sampling 
system might cause it to vacillate bet¬ 
ween (say) 999 and 1000 steps, going up 
and down a waveform, and that this 
could produce a subharmonic of the 
sampling frequency, unrelated to the 
music. It might be 70 or 80dB down, he 
said, but the effect of that misplaced bit 
might still be audible. 

The overt assumptions are that: (1) it 
does happen; (2) single-bit indecision 
produces a resultant, in defiance of the 
low-pass filter and (3) the resultant is 
audible. 

But, again, those doubts. 

Why need there be a pattern of spon¬ 
taneous "indecision"? If there is a chain of 
"999/1000" events, might they not be 
logically explained by residual noise 
riding on the signal? It would then boil 
down to how you prefer your noise - 
before or after digitisation! 

In a practical situation, we are not con¬ 
cerned with recording (and counting 
steps in) a perfect sine wave from a 
noiseless signal generator. We are con¬ 
cerned with recording sound waves 
from practical sound sources, with 
vagaries affecting every single and suc¬ 
cessive cycle, and all of them emerging 
from a noise background which rarely 
has an SPL of less than 35dB. 

I suspect that, in such company, the 
alleged stray quantising bits may have 
great difficulty in making themselves 
heard. But, again, it's just my gut feeling! 

There are other statements in the con¬ 
versation about noise that I don't 
understand: 

"You can't hear below the noise floor 
of digital, but you can with analog." 
"You have white noise, which we call 
tape hiss, and you record a pin dropping, 
way down below the level of the noise. 
With digital, I don't hear the pin drop." 

THE MEANING? 

One could put a number of construc¬ 
tions on these statements, all of them 
somewhat wobbly. It seems to me, 
however, that if digital recording pro¬ 
vides at least another 20dB of dynamic 
range, weak signals - like Sax's 
hypothetical pin-drop — could be posi¬ 
tioned above the noise floor, not below 
it. 

After all, that's what extra dynamic 
range is all about. 

On the other hand, they may be imply¬ 
ing that the digital system is so inefficient 
at low sonic levels that it becomes vir¬ 
tually deaf to whisper-quiet sound. As a 
further implication, the noise only seems 
low because the system has bottomed 
out! 

If such is the case, the promoters of the 
digital system stand accused of a giant 
confidence trick — something that would 
directly impugn the engineering brains of 
Soundstream, Sony, Technics, Sanyo and 
as many other major companies as are 
currently offering digital recording 
equipment. 


And what of the rapidly increasing 
numbers of major recording companies 
which are swinging over to digital 
mastering now, and to an all-digital 
system in slightly longer term? And what 
about the video industry — here and 
overseas — exploring digital mastering as 
the likely way to go for stereo TV 
soundtracks? 

Thousands of engineers are involved in 
this major technology shift. Given that a 
proportion might go along with it for 
commercial reasons, it is nevertheless 
unthinkable that major flaws would not 
be documented in professional journals, 
with facts, figures and curves - even for 
quite selfish reasons, like getting a paper 
published. 

Nor are we talking just about digital's 
behaviour at low signal levels. Doug Sax 
also attacks industry claims about the 
ruggedness of a digital master tape and 
the validity of multi-generation copies: 

THE TAPE ITSELF 

"Probably the most severe limitation of 
digital systems that exist today, what 
bothers me most, is the deterioration in 
■ copies. 

"Their biggest claim is their biggest lie." 

Before the group is finished with the 
theme, digital audio tape is represented 
as. being pushed beyond its inherent 
storage capacity. Bits of signal go a- 
missing and, I quote: 

"By the third copy it becomes a total 
joke and unlistenable." 

Because multi-generation copies are 
unacceptable - according to Doug Sax - 
the "smart" computer-aided editing 
systems are also invalid. You still have to 
rely on the time-honoured razor blade. 

And don't think you can store the 
digital masters, somebody says, at least 
with the formulations that are being us¬ 
ed in America at the moment: 

"Six dB of erasure and it's 
gone... We'll see how well it holds up 
in a few years." 

I am not in a position to say that Doug 
Sax and his companions are right or 
wrong but, if he's right, then thousands 
of his fellow engineers are being in¬ 
credibly naive. And a clutch of them are 
being incredibly unenterprising in pass¬ 
ing up the opportunity to publish a shat¬ 
tering, fully documented paper nailing 
the audio industry's biggest ever "lie". 

I almost forgot; there's one other thing 
they should look at, according to one of 
the interviewers. Despite the filter, in a 
sampling system: 

"... you have a continuous ripple 
function going back into the audio 
range." 

How does that statement align with the 
CBS/Sony claim for frequency response: 
plus and minus 0.5dB from 20Hz to 
20kHz? 
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FORUM - continued 


One could go on, beyond the point of 
tedium, but let me make two other 
points. During the discussion, the group 
agreed that they could hear coherent 
sound well down into the noise floor of 
an analog tape system and that this add¬ 
ed 10 or 20dB to the "perceived dynamic 
range". This leads to the further 
statement: 

"But let's say 10dB . . . Similarly, when 
i you go above this operating level of the 
recorder, you can get another 10dB on 
top of that, before get into trouble. If 
you have a 70dB system, that gives you 
90, perhaps lOOdB of perceived dynamic 
range." 

The old biblical simile of "straining at a 
gnat and swallowing a camel" has 
nothing on this. 

Having worked their way so diligently 
through the alleged shortcomings of 
digital technology, the group is quite 
relaxed about pushing the analog system 
down into 10dB or more of noise and up 
into another 10dB or so of top-end 
crushing. 

This is compounded elsewhere by their 


rejection of half-speed disc mastering as 
unnecessary and even prejudicial to the 
end result. This, despite the fact that the 
producers of numerous audiophile discs, 
source notwithstanding, queue up to 
take advantage of RCA's and JVC's very 
considerable facilities and research in 
this area. 

This easy rejection by the group of dif¬ 
ficulties with the traditional way of doing 
things does not sit easily with conversa¬ 
tions I have had with local recording 
engineers, also using the best analog 
gear available. They appeared to be very 
familiar with two problems: 

• Getting high frequency transients on 
to the tape without crushing; 

• Getting high frequency energy on to 
the disc, at the full desired amplitude, 
without burning up the cutting head. 
These are the very problems which in¬ 
duced the technology which is currently 
under attack. 

Last but not least, Doug Sax raises the 
bugbear of stress when listening to 
digitally sourced material: 

"I'll work for three hours on a digital 


recording and I can hardly move out of 
the room. The fatigue: Digital is unique 
in my experience." 

I've already had my say on this subject 
(Forum, August '81, page 26: "SAMPLED 
SOUND: You've been listening to it all 
your life"). 

It was also the subject of a presentation 
by Dr John Diamond at the May '80 Con¬ 
vention of the Audio Engineering Society 
in Los Angeles. 

To say that the audience found the 
demonstration completely convincing 
would be the overstatement of the year 
— or so I gather. 

The reason for this remark will be evi¬ 
dent from a letter published in the jour¬ 
nal of the AES (Vol 28 No. 9). It was writ¬ 
ten by Nelson Morgan, now with Na¬ 
tional Semiconductor but, at the time, 
with the Electronics Research 
Laboratory, University of California at 
Berkeley, USA. 

I leave you to read it for yourself and to 
draw your own conclusions. 

FOOTNOTE: To demonstrate his latest 
$5000 custom-built, gold plated deck 
in Sydney, Dr Nak&michi used a 
cassette copied directly from the D/A 
converter of his own digital master 
recorder! 


That “stress” demonstration at the AES ... 


A recent talk 1 at the 66th Convention of the Audio 
Engineering Society featured the assertion that digital en¬ 
coding of music caused stress in listeners. The speaker per¬ 
formed a demonstration intended to support his claim. While 
he did provide an interesting show (in which volunteers had 
their arms pushed down more easily by the speaker during 
the digitally recorded passages), he failed to use even the 
most elementary precautions to insure the significance of 
the results. Specifically, the following deficiencies were 
noted: 

(1) The test was not double-, or even single-blind, that is, 
the experimenter was aware of which was which in his 
repertoire, and frequently stated the character of each 
recording. 

(2) The demo did not employ selections that were identical 
except for the factor under test (digitisation); pair elements 
were only chosen to be similar. 

(3) The stress criterion used was a highly subjective one 
(performed by the experimenter), and one not shown to be 
correlated with any more conventional measures of stress 
such as galvanic skin response (GSR) or elec¬ 
troencephalograph (EEG) measurements. 

The speaker stated that he was aware of the informal 
nature of his presentation, and that it was only intended to 
spark interest in a heretofore unexplored area. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, this does not excuse a total abandonment of scientific 
method; an “informal” test, well publicised, can influence 
public opinion at least as easily as a stodgy old controlled 
test. 

This brings me to the main point of this letter. Due to the 
publicity and interest this matter had already drawn, I felt it 
was necessary to do a controlled test. Bart Locanthi of 
Pioneer Development Labs provided me with a tape of five 
pairs of musical selections. Each pair consisted of one tune 
that was transferred directly from disk, and one that had 


been passed through a 16-bit analog-to-digital and digital-to- 
analog converter. Both had been anti-aliased at 18kHz, so 
the only differences were due to digital encoding and 
decoding. The order within each pair was random, and was 
not revealed to me until I had completed all data collection. 
Subjects were chosen in pairs, so that one could do the arm 
pushing and the other be the subject. 

Additionally, basal skin resistance and GSR were record¬ 
ed for objective stress measurement. Each “pushing” sub¬ 
ject was questioned after the session, and his comments 
recorded. While these people had not been specifically 
trained by Dr Diamond, they were given his general 
“pushing” instructions, and any noticeable change in arm 
compliance was noted. 

When all the data were recorded and I was told which was 
which, a standard nonparametric (no assumption of Gaus¬ 
sian distribution) statistical test was performed, namely a 
sign test. The results showed no correlation between 
digitisation and stress by any of the three measures; typical 
scores were eight to seven or six to seven (the scores being 
counts of number of instances in which there was more 
stress for the digital versus more stress for the analog). Ad¬ 
ditionally, there appeared to be no correlation between the 
“pushing” stress measure and the skin resistance tests; it is 
open to question what such a test really measures. 

I think that there is a lesson for us in this: scientific method 
is not a frill or a fetish, it is a necessary minimum to achieve 
meaningful results. 

I wish to thank Bart Locanthi and his group for their time in 
preparation of the test tape, Alan Gevins and Bob Tannehill 
of the Langley Porter Neuropsychiatric Institute for their 
assistance with the measurement equipment and advice on 
the experiment, Dr Robert Morgan of San Diego State for 
help with the research design, and finally Eric Allman of the 
University of California, Berkeley, for doing most of the real 
work. 
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APPUED TECHNOLOGY - 


Do you want to build a computer which 
won't end up limiting your needs and 
interest? Are you tired of 'packaged' 
systems which are never exactly what 
you want? Do you want to get into 
computing for as little as $349 and have 
a machine which can run some of the 
most powerful software available? Do 
you want a full SI 00 expandable 
machine? Then you need to know 
about Applied Technology's Z80/S100 
computer cards and systems. 

As Australia's largest manufacturer and 
designer of Z80/S100 cards we have the 
know-how to offer a range of systems 
tailored to suit you, You can start with 
low cost kits and modules (all backed 
with the finest technical support), and 
build up to a full disk based system 
running CP/M and the world's finest 
software. 

With two extremely powerful S100 cards, 
mother board and sockets, you get into 
computers without compromise and 
you're already on the SI 00 bus. 

The pack includes: 

The ultra-powerful DGZO SI 00 CPU board 
(kit form). This board offers features such 
as built in printer interfaces, an 


(Ej^ 


extremely powerful monitor in ROM, an 
8-bit input port, two programmable I/O 
ports, a real time clock (yes you can 
have the computer perform time related 
tasks, as many of our industrial 
customers are doing now). 

The MW640 VDU Board. This is a 
professional VDU board offering upper 
and lower case (and a screen that 
doesn't flicker every time you key 
something in). It produces 16 lines of 64 
characters. Chunky graphics are also 
available. 

We can't do justice here to the power 
and flexibility of these cards. We believe 
they will give you the finest takeoff 
point available in personal computing 
today. Learning to operate them, with 
AT's technical and software backup will 
give you more computer understanding 
than on any other Micro. 

You also get a 4-slot Motherboard and 
SI00 sockets. All you need to get the 
system up and running is a simple 7V/2A 
power supply and an ASCII encoded 
keyboard. 

Save $94.00 on 
normal price of 
components. 


SI OO BOARDS 


SBC Complete CPU based on the 
2650 microprocessor. Includes 4K static 
i RAM, 3 parallel ports. 

I Complete kit $209.00 

SCVT Serial Video Terminal uses 
Thomson CSF dedicated VDU controller. 
iComplete kit $189.50 

DGZ80 CPU Complete CPU with Z80 
' CPU. CTC and PIO. 

Complete kit $199.00 

Assembled & tested $239.00 

AT16K RAM 16K of reliable static RAM. 
Assembled & tested 450nS $199.00 

TCT Block Lockable RAM 16K of 
RAM arranged in 4 independent 4K 
blocks. 

Assembled & tested 450nS $249.00 

MV/640 VDU Memory mapped. 64x16 
lines, upper/lower case, chunky graphics. 
Assembled & tested $169.50 



PERIPHERALS 


PRINTERS 

Itoh 8500 Graphics/Dot matrix. 100 
characters per second (44 lines per minute 
full 80 character print). True descenders 
and logic seeking circuitry. 

Parallel interface $895.00 

TEC TE1500 Daisy wheel. 400mm wide, 
standard Diablo print wheel. 

RS232 interface $1,895.00 

Centronics interface $1,865.00 

MICROPOLIS DISK DRIVES 

5'A" - S100 compatible -315K per drive 
1043 MOD II: single drive including 
controller board, power supply. 24K BASIC. 
MDOS & MICROWORLD RES. $995.00 

1023 MOD II add on drive $665.00 

1053 MOD II Dual drive. Other features as 
per 1043 Pius CP/M 2.2 $1,675.00 


DIGITALKER 


The MICROWORLD DIGITALKER is based 
on a speech processing unit and 
encoded ROMs ■ from National 

Semiconductor. Although an S100 
device, the Digitalker is port oriented 
and can be readily adapted to 
interface with virtually any 

microprocessor such as INSTRUCTOR 80, 
TRS-80. SORCERER or SYSTEM 80. 

Comes complete with technical 

applications notes. It has 143 
addressable 
expressions, giving 
it a huge 
vocabulary. 


'O. ii ■ IvJO I *40 

$149 


ADVANCED 
16K/BASIC 
SYSTEM ■ 


Once you have mastered your base 
system, the addition of our BASIC in 
ROM + 16K RAM package will allow you 
to run longer programs and learn to 
program in the fantastically powerful 
12K MICROWORLD BASIC. This BASIC is a 
truly interactive language which 
actually gives you feedback as you 
program - your skill and familiarity will 
increase very quickly. 

The package includes the MW2516 ROM 
card with BASIC in ROM and the AT16K 
RAM card with proven static memory. 
Being on the SI00 system, you just plug 
these straight in to your motherboard. 
With these two packages you have a 
machine which outclasses TRS-80, 

SYSTEM 80 and SORCERER in terms of 
instructional power, expandability and 
cost of expansion. 

16K RAM + 12K 
BASIC ROM. Save 
$80 on normal 
price of boards 

KEYBOARDS FOR 
STARTER PACK 

RCA Touch keyboard (complete with its 
own case). $89.50 


$279 


OR 


Clare Model 70 Microprocessor 
controlled keyboard (serial and parallel 
outputs) $169.00 

Case to suit Clare _ $27.50 



SOFTWARE 
NEW 

RELEASES 

$5.50 each! 


DCOS format on cassette tape. 
Cassette with documentation. 

WUMPUS. The popular cave hunting game. 
LIFE. Fascinating use of graphics on the VDU 
CALENDAR-MAKER. Prints calendars for 
any year you want. 

MAZE-MAKER. Prints mazes to any 
specified width and length. 

BANNER-PRINT. Prints your name in big 
characters. 

BIG VDU. Converts the MW640 to produce 
large characters on the screen. 

BIORHYTHM. Impress your friends and 
print out their points at a' party game. 

TYPE DRILL. Teach yourself to touch type. 
ELIZA. The first artificial intelligence 
program. 

HEXAPAWN. A chess type game, but the 
computer learns from its mistakes. 

MICRO WORLD LEVEL II BASIC. 12K of 
powerful program on cassette. $19.75 
Or in ROMs $75.00 

PILOT The simplest to learn language. Ideal 
for education & string oriented 
applications. $14,75 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE? 


Then send for our catalogue of computer products. It gives ful 
S100 products, software and peripherals. Find out about our I 
re MicrOWorld range. 



















YOUR COMPUTER SUPERMARKET 


Because we are a major Australian manufacturer of SI00 computer 
products, we buy huge quantities of digital and computer related ICs and 
hardware. You benefit from our technical knowledge and buying power. 

You can now buy the same components that we use in our own 
manufacturing (so they have to be good) at prices which make most 
'computer suppliers' look very expensive. The items on this page show only a 
few of our lines, which now total over 5,000!! We have compiled a price list. 
Send or' phone for it today! 



PRICE 

LIST 

AVAILABLE 



IC SOCKETS 

New Super Low Prices! 

All our S100 boards use sockets, so we 
buy in huge volume -50,000 at a time, 
and for reliability we only buy the best - 
Tl and Scanbe. Try and buy quality 
sockets at these prices! 

8 pin DIL 20C each 
14 pin DIL 24c ea 
16 pin DIL 28c ea 
18 pin DIL. 35C ea 
20 pin DIL 400 ea 
24 pin DIL 45C ea 
28 pin DIL 50C ea 
40 pin DIL 750 ea 
wirewrap 
14 pin DIL 80c ea 
16 pin DIL 850 ea 
18 pin DlL 950 ea 

For further range, phone or write for our 
catalogue. 

S100 socket 

$7.95 each or a set of 5 for only $35.00 
- Save $4.75! 


All these prices are current 
until 31 st December 
we buy at OEM prices and 
you reap 
the benefit! 


LS for Less 

These ones won't drain your 

power supply or your wallet! 

74LS00 20C 

74LS367 80C 

74LS157 60C 

74LS241 $1.20 

4001 20C (don’t pay 480 

LEDS 

Rectangular 

Red 15C 

Green 20( 

Yellow 20C 

Computer Grade Cassettes 

Australian manufactured 
to our specifications. 

CIO $1.00 

C20 $1.20 

C30 $1.30 

C45 $1.60 

C60 $1.75 

25 Way RS232 Type D 1 connectors 

Assemble your own RS232 interface 
using these top quality 
standard 25 way connectors. 

DB-25-P 25 way plug $5.75 
DB-25-S 25 way socket $8.75 
DB-25-H hood for plug/socket $2.75 



FAMILY 


Unbelievable discount prices 
Z80A CPU $7.95 

Z80 PIO $6.95 

Z80 CTC $6.95 

Don't pay $15.95 for a»Z80 CPU. 
Buy from the computer 
specialists and save. 


MEMORY 

2516 EPROM $5.95 

2114/4 RAM $2.75 

8 for $20.00! 

82S/123 32x8 PROM $3.95 

NEW 6116 CMOS RAM $19.75 

Send for our data applications package 
on these fantastic 6116 RAMs. Only 
$2.50. It will show you how to build your 
own non-volatile memory - yes battery 
backup is possible with these incredible 
hew chips. Another AT first! 


UARTS 


1854AE CMOS UART 
5330 MOS UART $6.95 

voltage regulators 

TO220 Fixed voltage regulators 
Positive Neqative 

7805 7905 

7806 7912 

7808 7915 

7812 7918 

7815 ' 7924 

7818 All $1.50 each 

7824 

All $1.10 each 

LM317T Variable $1.95 

LM309K 5V/1A T03 $1.95 

LM323 5V/3A T03 $8.95 

zener Diodes 

All standard values 
from 3.3V to 30V/1W rating 

Only 20C each - Don't pay 29C each 


BUY DIRECT & SAVE 

How can we offer professional S100 systems and high quality 
components at such low prices and still stay in business? We can do this 
because we sell direct, we don’t have dozens of expensive outlets and 
we sell a large percentage of our goods through our fast and efficient 
Mail Order Department. This allows us to keep our costs down and 
operate on much lower profit margins. This, plus strong buying power 
for our manufacturing operation means you benefit. 

Blue Ribbon 
Mail Order Service 


g Join our 10,000 active mail order 
■ customers. Including some very big 
I names - Racal. BHP. Mt. Isa Mines, ICL. 
E even IBM!!! Our fast mail order division is 
S ready to despatch orders received by 
1 mail. The standard charge is $2.00 per 
Border to cover package and-postage. 

1 Mail orders to 

l PO BOX 355,Hornsby 2077 


Interstate? 

Need goods urgently? 

You need our 57.00 Overnight 
Freightbag. Phone in today (with your 
Bankcard this is especially easy) and 
"I get the goods away tonight. 



Order direct - its 
quicker than driving 

Sick of driving across town, wasting time 
and petrol? Do you own a Bankcard? 
Then use our super fast phone 
order/Bankcard' service. Phone (02) 487 
Phone (P2) 487 2711, give your Bankcard 
number, expiry date, name and address 
with your order, confirm cost and 
availability and the goods are On their 
way. Yes, shopping with us is just trvat 
quick and easy. 


APPLIED TECHNOLOGY 

Showroom/Office at 1A Pattison Ave. waitara 
Hours: 9-5 Monday to Saturday. 

Phone: (02) 487 2711 Telex: APPTEC AA72767 
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BASF — Definitive answers about 002 cassettes 


During a recent visit to Australia, from BASF, West Germany, Dr 
Manfred Ritter and Mr Wilhelmus (Bill) Andriesson were able to 
resolve some of the confusion that surrounds chromium dioxide 
coated audio tape — including the compensation that should be used 
with recently issued pre-recorded chromium audiophile cassettes. 
Many other interesting topics were covered in a wide-ranging 
discussion. 


by NEVILLE WILLIAMS 



Dr Manfred Ritter is currently sales 
support manager and product manager 
for audio products and, by coincidence, 
succeeds Heinz Ritter, author of the 
once very popular book "Tape 
Questions - Tape Answers". 

I met Heinz Ritter personally in 
Ludwigshafen in 1977, and had a 
fascinating conversation with him about 
the early days of magnetic tape recor¬ 
ding in Germany. 

It was Heinz Ritter who gave me a 
cassette copy of the first major 
orchestral concert ever recorded on 
magnetic tape, in November 1935, 
featuring Sir Thomas Beecham and the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra. It was 
recorded in Ludwigshafen. (See picture.) 

In his introductory remarks, Dr 


Manfred Ritter gave the audience an up¬ 
date on the massive scale of the BASF 
chemical works at Ludwigshafen and the 
tape factory at Willstadt. In fact, I had 
toured both complexes during my visit in 
1977 and reported on them in our issues 
for December 77 and January 78. Four 
years on, the company is still expanding, 
with 292 subsidiaries, world-wide, and 
over 116,000 employees. 

The second speaker, Wilhelmus (Bill) 
Andriesson is in a particularly favourable 
position to comment, from the inside, 
on the evolution of magnetic tape in 
general, and on compact audio cassettes 
in particular. 

Born in the Netherlands in 1936, he 
received a degree in electrical 
engineering and then served for a period 


in the armed forces. He joined the 
Electroacoustic Division of Philips in 
1964, being involved almost contin¬ 
uously with magnetic tape recording 
techniques. In this position, he was 
closely associated with the development 
of the compact cassette format and 
strongly supported the Philips policy of 
international standardisation. 

In 1970, Bill Andriesson moved across 
the border to join BASF AG at 
Ludwigshafen, West Germany, where he 
became laboratory leader for the 
evaluation of audio products. Since 
1976, he has been Chief Applications 
Engineer for audio products at BASF. 

As part of his activities, he was 
involved in developing and establishing 
measuring techniques for magnetic tapes 
generally, and especially in relation to 
reference and calibration tapes for tlie 
cassette system. 

He said that, during the '60s, ferric ox¬ 
ide tapes available were anything but 
ideal for cassettes, with their very nar¬ 
row tracks and low linear speed. Indeed 
the first available reference tape, pro¬ 
duced by BASF in 1963/64 would now be 
considered as a reference for low output 
and high noise! 

A second BASF reference tape 
produced in 1966 was much better and 
filled a recognised role for about 10 
years. However, the limitations of ferric 
tape were still such that they provided 
the opening and the impetus for a new 
kind of audio tape using chromium 
dioxide as the magnetic coating. 

Chromium tapes had come in for 
attention as early as 1967 and Bill 
Andriesson strongly supported their 
development while he was still with 
Philips Eindhoven. However, while 
accepting that they might need a higher 
bias and erase current, he maintained 



Tucked into the junction of two rivers and surrounded largely by open land, the BASF 
magnetic tape factory at Willstadt, West Germany, is in an area with naturally low 
pollution. Even so, extensive further precautions are taken against the possibility of 
foreign particles contaminating the magnetic coating. 
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The Personal Computer 
Ybur information window 



An extension of your brain 

An Apple Personal Computer puts you at the 
forefront of the technological revolution. 
Use it well and it will mediate the 
availabilities of a wealth of conceptual tools, 
data bases, communication channels and 
information processes. An Apple will help 
you simplify a myriad of tasks from 
ordinary data processing through 
information retrieval to economic 
forecasting. 

Apple is versatile 

Your Apple is an extremely powerful and 
robust problem solver basked by a 
comprehensive set of software programmes. 
Already, over 300,000 Apples are used for 
business, domestic, educational research 
and recreational purposes. 

Apple as information processor 
An Apple personal computer performs a full 
r ange of standard 
functions like 
statistics, 
word-processing, 
graphics, number 
crunching, filing, 
storage/retrieval and 
cross-refereneing. 


Apple as super-brain 

Aside from the more pedestrian functions of 
retrieving and processing information, 
Apple performs other sophisticated 
functions such as econometric modelling, 
financial forecasting, graphics, topological 
modelling and trend analysis. 

Apple is convenient 

Apple is portable. It can be used at home or 
in the office. You can address it in ordinary 
English or gain full computer literacy in 
BASIC PASCAL, COBOL, FORTRAN or PILOT. 
Full step-by-step training comes with your 
Apple. If you can use a calculator and speak 
English, Apple shows you the rest. 

Apple as communicator 
Apple combines many of the functions of 
telephones, telexes, citizens’band radios 
and library access terminals. 

It allows you the very latest access to data 
bases and information services and mail 
electronically locally or world wide. 

Apple as challenger 

Apple is fun. From a perfect game of Chess to 
Star Wars-not only for the children- 
preparing them for the future 
in this high- technology age. 


Apple is cost-efficient 

For roughly the price of 
a plain paper copier,you 
get a sophisticated, powerful 
machine,which not only processes 
numbers and words, but gives you 
direct access to a wealth of inform¬ 
ation through a rich network of 
data bases and direct communi¬ 
cations with other computers. 


Mail this coupon for an “Apple Pack” brochure or 
talk to your local Apple authorised dealer 
about the specific applications for you. 
If the coupon has been removed, 
send your name and address to: 
ELECTRONIC CONCEPTS PTY LTD, 
55 CLARENCE STREET, 
SYDNEY, NSW 2000 

apple computer 


Mail to: PPCB374B 

ELECTRONIC CONCEPTS PTY LTD, 

55 CLARENCE STREET,SYDNEY, NSW 2000 
Please send me a free “Apple Pack” brochure. 
NAME- ; --- 

ADDRESS ---— ks- 

__POSTCODE- 

PROFESSION -i-4- 



























RARE ADDITIONS FROM MARANTZ. 
SLIMLINE AMPLIFIERS* 


Rare: very valuable. 

Addi’tions: the things added. 

Marantz: a range of ultra-high 
performance Slimline and three-quarter !j 

size Amplifiers which blond state-of-the-art 
engineering with operational versatility 'j 

Although all units in a hi-fi system must j 
be compatible in order to achieve optimum 
sound quality, there is no question that their ’ 
final standard of performance relates directly tc 
the main amplifier. It is the heart of the system 1 
and the point at which distortion is most likely 
to be introduced. 

Marantz engineers have developed 
special techniques for reducing the various i 
forms of distortion to miniscule levels. This is 
achieved by the use of a highly efficient 
negative feedback system and operation in 1 
class AB, with the careful selection of “shortest 
path" wiring to avoid interaction between !l 
different stages in circuitry and with the other I 
channel. 

The more powerful models are equipped! 
with a heat-loop cooling system for the 
output stage transistors. This NASA invention 
enables the heat dissipated at high power 
levels to be rapidly removed so that a ! 
considerably improved power-to-size ratio 
is obtained. 

If you see your hi-fi as an investment andij 
if you demand critical performance standard^ 
as well as the best value for money, listen toll 
the future. 















The first-ever publicly recorded tape 



An historic photograph: the first even public recording of orchestral music on 
magnetic tape, on November 19, 1936. it featured Sir Thomas Beecham and the Lon¬ 
don Philharmonic Orchestra in the Ludwigshafen Town Hall. 


that they should be designed for, and 
used with, the same 120/iS 
compensation that already applied to 
ferric oxide cassettes. 

As he explained to me over dinner, he 
was influenced in this attitude by the 
conviction that the yet-to-be-adopted 
Dolby-B system had the capacity to push 
down the noise floor by a significant 
degree, with either ferric or chromium 
tape. It should therefore not be 
necessary to take the additional 
precaution against noise of changing the 
compensation from 120/iS to the 
proposed 70^S. 

By retaining 120/rS for chromium, he 
maintained, the full potential headroom 
of the new coating would be realised 
rather than compromised, yielding a 
better and more useable dynamic 
window. 

Unfortunately, he said, many of his 
contemporaries did not share his 
enthusiasm for Dolby-B and his ability to 
argue to best advantage was 
compromised by his concurrent move 
from Philips in Holland to BASF in West 
Germany. In the event, the 70gS opinion 
prevailed and has since become a 
tradition. 

My question: 

"If it were possible to turn back the 
clock, would you still opt for 120g.S as a 
standard for chromium dioxide tape?” 
"Most certainly!" 

"Would you advise enthusiasts to 
record their own chromium tapes in that 
fashion?" 

"Many would not have the choice, 
because their decks have only a simple 
Fe/Cr switch. They cannot have 
chromium bias and erase - which is 
necessary - without also having 
chromium equalisation." 


"What if they had separate switches?" 

"They should certainly consider using 
Cr02 bias and Fe compensation - 
although some may be bothered by the 
idea of doing things in a non-standard 
way." 

This led naturally to the question of 
pre-recorded audiophile cassettes which 
are now beginning to appear on 
chromium-dioxide tape. Some carry a 
specific statement about replay time 


constant (eg 70/jlS) while others ignore 
the matter and leave it open to rumour 
and argument as to which company 
does what. 

For this, Bill Andriesson had a ready 
answer: 

Because BASF is the principle supplier 
of chromium dioxide blank cassettes to 
the European market, music 
manufacturers sought their advice about 
the best compensation to use for the 



BASF chromium 


Don’t judge today’s cassettes by yesterday’s figures 


The American Company E. I. Dupont discovered the process 
by which chromium trioxide decomposes in the presence of 
water, under high temperature and pressure, to yield synthetic 
mono crystals of chromium dioxide. By nature, the crystals are 
small and uniform, long and thin in shape, and substantially free 
from deformities. This gives them a natural advantage, 
particularly in respect to noise. 

For various reasons, Dupont concluded licensing 
arrangements for chromium dioxide tape only with BASF and 
Sony and this forced competitors to seek alternative 
formulations. Said Bill Andriesson: “As an employee of BASF, it 
is not for me to complain; had the positions been reversed, I 
would have done exactly the same thing!” 

Over the years, ferric, modified ferric (high bias) and 
chromium tapes have all been progressively refined, with 
manufacturers claiming progressively better figures in terms of 
noise level and/or headroom. It is therefore easy to draw wrong 
conclusions from data which is out of date, or incomplete. 

Thus, it is incorrect to base a judgment of dynamic range on 
MOL (maximum output level) alone; the noise level of the tape 
must also be considered. BASF claim that their latest 
Chromdioxid Super II has high output in the upper frequencies 
combined with a noise performance "unmatched by any other 
tape”. It therefore offers outstanding dynamic range, provided 
the noise performance of the recorder itself is adequate. 


Chromium substitute 
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NEW ZEALANDERS 
ARE SAVING UP TO 75% 

thanks to Dick Smith opening his first store in Auckland. 

Dick is now able to give New Zealanders the same sort of savings 
available to his Australian customers. 


and Peter makes 
Dick Smith Electronics 
Seel at home • • • 

Thousands of happy customers have 
called in to our Auckland store 
to thank us for opening in 
New Zealand. 
Thirteen-year-old Peter Murray was 
typical of the letters we received: 
only he took the trouble to 
write to Dick directly. 
To all of the Peter Murrays in 
New Zealand, Dick says ‘Thank You. 
I’ll continue to bring you the 
best in electronics at the 
lowest prices possible’. 


Even if you don’t live in Auckland, you can still take advantage of 
Dick Smith’s low prices. 

You can purchase from our wide range of items through our 
Mail Order Centre. Take advantage of our 14 years experience in 
mail ordering in Australia. 

You’ll get the same great service our Australian customers have 
come to appreciate. 

See our address panel for Showroom and Mail Order Centre location. 





new breed of pre-recorded audiophile 
music cassettes. 

The answer they got (you've guessed it) 
was a strong recommendation for 120/tS 
and this, by and large, is what they have 
adopted. 

American music manufacturers, on the 
other hand, have tended to follow 
convention and to stay with 70/xS for 
both record and playback. Included in 
this group is Mobile Fidelity Sound Lab, 
even though their cassettes are recorded 
on BASF chromium tape and marketed 
by BASF in Australia. 

So, if you buy a pre-recorded 
chromium cassette, produced in 
UK/Europe, and not otherwise marked, 
assume that it will have been recorded 
to 120/iS. Play it on the "Fe" or "ordinary" 
compensation setting as a first choice. 
Then, if it sounds over-bright, switch to 
70fxS (Cr02) or turn the treble control 
down about half-way. 

If the cassette comes from the USA or 
Japan, do just the opposite. Try it first on 
the "Cr" compensation setting but, if too 
dull, switch to "Fe" compensation or turn 
up the treble by a notch or two. 

Here's hoping, however, that the music 
manufacturers get their act together 
before too long, to remove this 
uncertainty, or at least brand their 
cassettes in a definitive manner. 


IN OLDER DECKS 

Just to complicate matters further — 
and by way of an aside — some older 
decks do not change the replay 
characteristic when switched for Cr02 
tape. They increase the bias and erase 
level, as necessary, and change the 
record characteristic, but the replay 
characteristic remains the same for both 
modes. 

To check whether a deck does or does 
not change the replay characteristic, 
insert a blank tape, operate in the play 
mode and turn the gain up so that the 
tape hiss is clearly audible. Now switch 
between Fe and Cr02 and listen for a 
difference. Switching to Cr02 should 
reduce the higher frequency 
components in the hiss. If there is no 
difference, there is evidently no 
provision for playback compensation. 

If such is the case, and pre-recorded 
chromium cassettes sound over-bright, 
be prepared to turn the treble control 
down to obtain the most pleasing 
balance. 

Of a more general nature, Bill 
Andriesson had some interesting things 
to say about tape standards, reference 
tapes, calibration tapes and the 
discrepancies which have occurred 
between European and Japanese 
practice. 

He is in a favoured position to talk 
about this, being secretary of the 
working group in the IEC (International 
Electrotechnical Commission) which is 
concerned with audio tape recording. 
The IEC has the support of all countries 
which have a significant involvement in 


Six new Goldring cartridges 

One of the companies which pioneered the development of 
lightweight microgroove magnetic cartridges, Goldring 
Products Ltd, have recently announced a complete new range, 
designated as the G900 series. There are six cartridges in all, 
from the top-of-the-line G900 IGC to the budget model G950. 


While differing in specifications, all 
six of the cartridges employ a body 
of similar shape and provide for 
12.7mm mounting in standard head 
shells. Vertical tracking angle is 24 
degrees, except for the G950 and 
G950E, in which the designers have 
opted for 26 degrees. The individual 
models are distinguished by a range 
of body colours. 

The green, top-of-the-line G900 
IGC is equipped with a “van den Hul” 
stylus which, according to the sket¬ 
ches, has less-rounded shoulders 
than a normal elliptical — doubtless a 
variant of the well known Shibata 
stylus, originally developed for the 
JVC/RCA quadraphonic system. 

With a cartridge weight of 4.25g, 
an equivalent tip mass of 0.32g and 
a static compliance of 40mm/N 
lateral and 20mm/N vertical, the 
G900 IGC is intended primarily for 
use in modern low-mass arms. 
Claimed frequency response is 
20Hz to 20kHz, ±2dB, with other 
qualities to match. 


Front view Side view 



The Van den Hul stylus shape, as 
depicted in the Goldring G900 
series leaflet. They are fitted, as 
standard, to the three top-end 
cartridges. The others use elliptical 
or spherical. 

For those who have well designed 
but higher mass arms, Goldring 
recommend the G910 IGC, which is 
essentially similar to the previous 
cartridge but with static compliance 
figures of 24 and 16mm/N, an 
equivalent tip mass of 0.45mg but 
similar figures for frequency 
response, channel balance (2dB at 
1 kHz) and channel separation (25dB 
at 1 kHz). It is colour coded amber. 

The 920 IGC, coloured coded 
blue, has ostensibly the same per¬ 
formance figures as the G910 IGC 
but has a van den Hul stylus with 
slightly more rounded shoulders, 
and marginally higher mass. Goldring 
see it as an appropriate choice for 



The Goldring G900 IGC cartridge, 
pictured much larger than life. In 
actual fact, the cartridges are smaller 
than most and of relatively low 
weight. 

the hifi enthusiast who wants a not- 
too-expensive, general-purpose car¬ 
tridge, but still with a high level of 
performance. 

The G900 E, colour-coded black, 
uses an elliptical stylus in an 
aluminium shank, giving an 
equivalent tip mass of 0.7mg, a com¬ 
pliance of 24mm/N lateral and 
16mm/N vertical and channel 
separation diminished somewhat to 
20dB at 1kHz. However, the claim¬ 
ed frequency response is still 20Hz 
to 20kHz, ±2dB. 

At the budget end of the range, 
the G950 and G950E are intended 
primarily for use in integrated turn- 
table/arm systems, where the play¬ 
ing weight may lie in the range 1.5 to 
5gm. Equivalent tip mass is 1.2mg, 
and the response ±2dB to 10kHz, 
or ±5dB to 20kHz. 

In the time available, we did not 
have opportunity to listen to, or run 
tests, on the whole range but we did 
use the top of the line G900 IGC for 
several days in a home situation, 
reviewing records for our columns. 
We found it to be a highly acceptable 
cartridge, clean sounding and com- 
mendably free from colouration. At 
the recommended tracking weight of 
1.25g, it handled the cannon shots 
in Telarc’s notorious “1812 Over¬ 
ture”, without any sign of discom¬ 
fort. Shielding against induced hum 
was fully effective. 

For further information on the new 
Goldring range of cartridges, direct 
your inquiries to Soundring 
Distributors Pty Ltd, 514 Miller St, 
Cammeray, NSW 2062. Phone (02) 
92 1990. They have available a 
handsomely printed colour brochure 
and a price list. 
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SHARP 105: Yours for $2300 

Previewed some time ago in Sydney, the Sharp Optonica 
System 105 should be available on the market by the time 
you read this. Sharp claim as a “world first” the provision of 
two built-in memories which allow the user to pre-set 
volume, tone and balance controls for the kind of level and 
balance that the user prefers for particular kinds of music. 
The settings can be implemented by pushing the appropriate 
button on a slim, hand-held remote control unit. Other 
buttons on the unit select cassette, phono or radio, and 
change radio stations. Sharp say that the design of the 
Optonica 105 substantially eliminates “swivel” controls, 
their function being taken over by digital circuitry mounted 
directly on the P/C boards. With all the performance and 
features expected of such a system, it will retail for about 
$2300. 


DEFINITIVE ANSWERS ABOUT CASSETTES - Cont 


sound recording, and includes western 
industrial countries, eastern bloc 
countries and the People's Republic of 
China. The working party seeks to 
respect and find common ground 
between national standards as, for 
example DIN (German Industry Norm), 
EIA (Electronic Industry Association of 
Japan), BSI (British Standardisation 
Institution) and SAA (Australia). 

According to Bill Andriesson, the 
discrepancies between tape parameters 
optimum bias, etc, which developed 
between Europe and Japan, were not 
simply the result of one-upmanship, as 
has commonly been assumed. He said 
that there have been genuine problems 
of communication in a highly involved 
technical subject and, if the Europeans 
were puzzled by the attitude of the 
Japanese, the reverse was also true. 

The position is now being rectified, 
largely through the IEC. 

From the outset, according to Bill 
Andriesson, the policy of Philips, who 
pioneered the cassette format, is to 
concentrate the standards around the 
tape, leaving deck design to find its own 
level. For example, the equalisation time 
constants of 1590/xS and 120/iS were 
selected, by practical tests, as those 
most likely to be compatible with the 
characteristics of ferric tape in the 
particular role. 

Much has happened since then but 
agreement still exists in principle: that 
tape recordings - in this case, cassettes 
— should be compatible and 
interchangeable around the world. 
Unfortunately, the principle is easier to 
state than to achieve. 

A basic problem in standardising tapes 
arises from the fact that there is still no 
practical way to measure directly the 
depth of magnetisation of a tape 


coating, particularly at the higher 
frequencies (shorter wavelengths). The 
parameters of any given tape can only 
be deduced indirectly by a record/replay 
operation using heads which, for 
calibration purposes, are notoriously 
inexact. 

The gap in record heads influences the 
penetration of the magnetic field into 
the tape magnetic layer, while replay 
heads produce a comb-like top-end 
response determined by the relationship 
between gap-width and the recorded 
wavelength. But even these expected 
effects are modified in all practical heads 
by physical and magnetic irregularities in 
and around the gap. 

As a partial answer to these problems, 
the industry has resorted to the use of 

CAR STEREO SPEAKERS 


If you want wide-range stereo sound in 
your car, at up to 25 W per channel, 
these new three-way loudspeakers 
from Dick Smith Electronics Pty Ltd can 
provide it. They come with detacheable 
brackets and can be mounted 
horizontally or vertically. Designated as 
catalog number A 7082, they sell for 
$89.00 per pair. 


"reference" tapes — not necessarily as a 
standard of ultimate excellence but as a 
basis by which other tapes can be 
evaluated. 

Using reference tapes, manufacturers 
around the world can identify those 
properties which determine compat¬ 
ibility: bias requirements, the frequency 
response contour and, to a degree, the 
sensitivity. Quality parameters are not 
inhibited, however, such as MOL, noise 
floor, modulation noise and freedom 
from drop-outs. 

The starting point for an industry 
reference tape is disarmingly simple. It is 
merely a production batch which is 
selected as appropriate for the purpose. 
It never reaches the open market but is 
spooled and carefully stored by the 
particular manufacturer for release, on 
call, for research purposes. It even 
retains its original factory batch number! 

The first such batch, was selected, in 
1963/64 after consultation between 
BASF and Philips. It was defined as BASF 
PES Batch 277581. Other reference 
batches followed in 1966/1973 and 
1979, with a Cr02 reference in 1971. 
Sony has provided a reference batch for 
FeCr tape and deliberations are currently 
in progress to select a pure-iron batch. 

Bill Andriesson stressed that present 
IEC tolerances are such that it is virtually 
not practical to control tape formulation 
tightly enough to precisely duplicate a 
reference tape. Even tapes from the 
original batch must be carefully stored 
and ultimately discarded after a certain 
amount of use. 

This being the case, there is reason to 
question the validity of tape offered for 
sale as "reference" quality. 

As distinct from reference tape, the 
IEC, in collaboration with BASF and 
TEAC, is currently seeking to evolve 
tighter standards for the production and 
use of calibration tapes. These are tapes 
pre-recorded to a precise flux/frequency 
response and reference level. 

Their role is to facilitate the the design 
and production of heads and electronics 
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The Matsushita Electric Industrial Co of Osaka, Japan, have developed an ultra- 
large screen colour video display for use in stadiums, auditoria, or city locations 
where the idea is to attract the attention of passers-by. Screen size of the normal 
model is just over 8x6 metres and the image is created by a matrix of 180 x 210 
special coloured globes, making 3 7,800 in all. The brightness can be adjusted to 
cope with any likely ambient, even full sunlight. Definition is sufficient to permit 
viewing from 50m or more, giving a relative picture size equivalent to viewing a 
normal 50-60cm screen from across a 4m room. Viewing is claimed still to be 
good at 150m. 


which will ensure uniform playback of 
magnetic tapes, irrespective of the 
source of the deck. Once again, the 
objective is not to limit the quality of 
individual products but simply to obviate 
basic anomolies in system behaviour. 

In short, the magnetic tape industry 
(with particular reference to cassettes) 
wants the medium to be no less 
predictable and universal than stereo 
phono discs. 

In Brief... 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC has unveiled its 
latest magnetic copier for duplicating 
VHS video cassettes. It uses the princi¬ 
ple, developed years ago by the com¬ 
pany, whereby the magnetic pattern on 
a special original tape is "printed" on to a 
blank tape when the two are passed 
through a bias field in intimate contact. 
The new "VTP" unit is completely 
automated and can produce up to 15 
dupes from the master cassette without 
attention, and before the need to re¬ 
load. Copying time for two-hour and 
four-hour cassettes is about four minutes 
or so, which is respectively 30 and 60 
times faster than by the conventional 
method. 

CONCEPT AUDIO PTY LTD advise that 
their DH-101 preamplifier, sourced from 
David Hafler, is still available and at the 
same price as announced on its release, 
two years ago. In kit form, it sells for 
$398, and fully built up for $498. The 
matching DH-200 power amplifier also 
continues at the original prices: $675 as a 


kit and $775 fully assembled. But, for 
those who may want a still larger power 
amplifier, the new Hafler DH-500 offers 
225W per channel into 8 ohms, stereo 
mode, or 800W when bridged for mono. 
The kit version should sell for $1398 or 
$1498 built up. Details from Concept 
Audio Pty Ltd, 22 Wattle Rd, Brookvale, 
NSW 2100. Phone (02) 938 3700. 

EMPIRE SCIENTIFIC CORPORATION, the 

makers of the well known Empire phono 
cartridges, unveiled three new models at 
the most recent Chicago Electronic 
Show, and all three are now available in 
Australia. The BC-100 replaces their 
BC-1, which is well established as a 
desirable model for broadcast stations 
and discos. The price is $45. Where 
higher quality is required but still com¬ 
bined with ruggedness, the BC-200 is 
recommended, priced at $79. The third 
cartridge is the 800UFR, a high perfor¬ 
mance design, offered with individual 
calibration, and intended for reference 
or laboratory use. For details: Concept 
Audio Pty Ltd, 22 Wattle Rd, Brookvale, 
NSW 2100. Phone (02) 938 3700. 

VIDEO CASSETTES look like finding yet 
another role in the scheme of things, as 
distinct from recording video informa¬ 
tion and PCM audio. TEAC has come up 
with two data recorder models, pro¬ 
viding a 7-track and 14-track potential on 
a standard VHS cassette. Kyowa have 
something similar but using Beta casset¬ 
tes. Sony might follow but they would 
have to compete against their data 
recorder using the Elcast format. 


Sensitized 
Copper Board 
Riston 3000 Coated 

(Fibreglass Base) 

Single Double 

36 X 24 $45.00 $57.00 

24X18 $22.00 $30.00 

18X12 $12.50 $16.00 

12X12 $ 8.00 $10.75 

OTHER SIZES ON APPLICATION 

DEVELOPER 
PROMOTION SPECIAL 

Concentrate (1 =4) $4.25 litre 

** 5 litre $19.50** 

FULLY FORMULATED TO INDSTRIAL 
SPECIFICATION 


SIZE COPPER 

DISCOUNTS 

10% 

12%% 

15% 


S Tax if applicable 


SAME 

QUANTITY 
$100 + 
$250 + 
$ 1000 + 


Imagination Machine 
Colour Computer" 


Full business and games capability. 
Console, Monitor, Power Supply. $865 + ST 
if applicable. 

• CUSTOM 
• CIRCUIT 
• BOARD 

• LAYOUT 

• MANUFACTURE 

• ASSEMBLY 

PROMPT DELIVERY 


101 Burgundy St, 
Heidelberg 3084 
(031 458 2976 
Telex AA 37678 
MELTON 
(03) 743 1011 

ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS & ACCESSORIES 
• SPECIALIST SCHOOL SUPPLIERS • 
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HIFI REVIEW 


New Technics deck features dbx 


National Panasonic (Aust) Pty Ltd have just released their Technics 
RS-M270 X stereo cassette deck which includes both Dolby B and 
“dbx” type II noise reduction systems. With dbx II, a record/replay 
dynamic range approaching 110dB becomes possible, providing the 
ancillary equipment (program source, amplifier and loudspeakers) is 
capable of similar performance. 


While the type I and type II dbx noise 
reduction systems have been around for 
some five or six years, to our knowledge 
this is the first domestic cassette 
recorder to have in-built circuitry for the 
dbx process. As is now generally well- 
known, the dbx systems compand 
signals on a 2:1 basis and, thus, potent¬ 
ially offer the largest increase in dynamic 
range of any of the commercially 
available noise reduction systems. 
Unlike the Dolby systems which can 
mistrack if encode and decode signal 
levels are not accurately matched, the 
dbx process is virtually unaffected by 
mismatching (even severe) of signal 
levels. 


of construction and finish that we have 
come to expect from Technics products, 
with the dark grey front panel having a 
satin anodised surface. Twin fluorescent 
bar-graph displays provide peak level in¬ 
dication of record and replay signals. In 
common with contemporary cassette 
deck design philosophy, soft touch 
pushbuttons trigger logic circuits which 
activate solenoids to perform the re¬ 
quired transport functions. 

Rotary selector switches provide 
facilities for selection of tape type (bias, 
level and equalisation), line output level, 
and noise reduction. This last switch has 
positions for Dolby B, "OUT", dbx 
(cassette record or replay) and dbx disc 


segments, with each segment being 
covered by three vertical bars (54 in all). 
Eleven blue segments cover the range 
from -20 to OdB, with seven orange 
segments for levels above OdB. Between 
-5 and +5dB the segments function in 
exact IdB steps, with the "spread" in¬ 
creasing both above and below the -5 
and +5 points, such that the lowest seg¬ 
ment is marked -20dB and the top seg¬ 
ment actually reads +9dB. 

A double "D" Dolby symbol is located 
at the +3dB segment; and the bar graphs 
indicated exactly this level when check¬ 
ed with a 200nWb/m Dolby-B test 
cassette. At maximum setting of the line 
output control the open-circuit output 
was 470mV per channel at this level. 
Thus, the OdB metering point cor¬ 
responds to a recorded level of 
140nWb/m, and a maximum line output 
of 340mV. Output impedance of the line 
outputs is about 2.5kl2, exact value being 
dependent upon the setting of the (line) 
output level control. 



However, in common with competitive 
systems, the extended dynamic range 
cannot be achieved without incurring 
problems in other areas. And the side ef¬ 
fect which is most likely to affect the dbx 
process, is variation in frequency 
response which exists in the 
record/replay chain. With dbx, any fre¬ 
quency response deviations are doubled 
(ie a 2dB error becomes 4dB, 3dB 
becomes 6 and so on). Thus it is essential 
for the associated recorder to provide an 
above average frequency response per¬ 
formance. Provided the specified casset¬ 
tes, or their equivalents, are used on the 
Technics M270X, it easily fulfils the 
above requirement. 

The M270X has the usual high standard 


(decoding from line input signals of dbx 
encoded discs). Dual concentric controls 
serve for adjusting record levels, whilst a 
pushbutton switch enables selection of 
either line or microphone input sources. 
The usual 6.35mm phone jacks are pro¬ 
vided for connections to headphones 
and microphones. Standard RCA phono 
sockets, for line inputs and outputs, are 
located on the rear panel. 

As this unit is double-insulated (being 
identified as such by the international 
"double square" symbol), it is supplied 
with a two-core figure-8 mains cable and 
plug. Physical dimensions are 430mm 
wide x 97mm high x 350mm deep and 
mass is 6.2kg. 

The bar graph meters each contain 18 


Tape speed accuracy was excellent, 
being only 0.1% slow. Peak wow and 
flutter was 0.07% DIN weighted - 
possibly the best figure we have ever 
seen from a cassette recorder. Fast for¬ 
ward and rewind times were of average 
duration, each taking 85 seconds for a 
C60 length cassette. 

We checked the overall (record, re¬ 
wind, then replay) performance of the 
M270X with several samples of IEC type I 
(ferric oxide), type II (chromium dioxide), 
type III (ferrichrome) and type IV (metal) 
cassettes. Of those specified in the In¬ 
struction Manual, such as Maxell UDXL1, 
Maxell XL1S, TDK AD, Technics RT-XA, 
TDK SA, Sony Duad FeCr, Technics RT- 
MX and TDK MA, we found that the fre- 
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SM77 • SM78 

cardioid dynamic microphones 
that give you great sound, 
outstanding performance . . . and looks. 



Starmaker new light heavyweights are around 28% 
lighter than similar stage microphones. Yet they offer 
everything you've come to expect from Shure— 
consistently high performance, tailored frequency 
response, ruggedness and reliability. And they’re 
available with or without cable. 

The Starmaker SM78 is “first choice” for rock, pop, 

R & B, country, gospel and jazz vocalists. Available in 
colour choice of black or tan. 

The SM77 is especially effective on instrumental pick-up 
where brilliant and defined sound is demanded. 
Available in colour choice of black or tan. 

CHECK THESE GREAT FEATURES 
Lightweight, tough . . . aluminium alloy case, 28% 
lighter, rugged as ever. 

Enhanced intelligibility and sound tailored 
frequency response, upper and mid-range presence 
peak. 

Durable, good looking finish . . exclusive 
SUEDECOAT™ finish—tough, non-reflective, rust and 
tarnish resistant. 

Custom designed carrying case . cushions and 
protects against vibration or shock. Included at no 
extra cost. 

For technical service and advice, contact the Audio 
Engineers representative at the office in your State:— 


CHECK THESE SPECIFICATIONS 

Frequency Response: 50-15,000 Hz. 

Polar Pattern: Cardioid (undirectional), rotationally 
symmetric about axis, uniform with frequency. 
Impedance: Microphone rating impedance is 150 ohms 
(180 ohms actual) for connection to microphone inputs 
rated at 19 to 300 ohms. 


yl SHUR 




| send this coupon to: 

. AUDIO ENGINEERS, 342 Kent Street, 

I SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000. Tel. 29 6731. 

| Please send me your ‘free’ brochure on Shure 
. “StarMaker” series. (PLEASE PRINT| Name & Address 

■ Name:___— 

I Address: ---—— 


AUDIO ENGINEERS PTY. LTD. 

342 Kent Street, 
SYDNEY, N S W. 2000. 


AUDIO ENGINEERS (Vic.) 

2A Hill Street, 
THORNBURY, Vic. 3071. 


ATHOL M. HILL P/L 

Unit 5/66 Wellington Street, 
PERTH. W.A. 6000. 


AUDIO ENGINEERS P/L (Old.) 

51A Castlemaine Street, 
MILTON, Old. 4064 


NOMIS ELECTRONICS P/L 

689 South Road, 
BLACK FOREST, S.A. 5035. 


HAWKINS AE162 
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READ WHY THESE 
SPECIALISTS RECOIHMEHD 
TDK CASSETTES. 



KENWOOD HI-FI wwwLmmwsawwWX.® 


Nakamichi 


William Lam 

Marketing Manager 
Aiwa Australia Pty. Limited 
“We recommend TDK 
cassettes as they compliment the 
fine bias adjustment that all 
current model AIWA tape decks 
are equipped with, enabling 
optimum recording results." 


Reg. J. Hall 

National Sales Manager 
Trio-Kenwood (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 

“TDK tape is consistently 
accurate in quality reproduction, 
to the degree of being classified 
by Kenwood as our reference 
standard.” 


Tfed Fawle 

Managing Director 
Marantz (Australia) Pty. Limited 
“The combination of Marantz 
two-speed cassette decks and 
TDK tape provides a new 
dimension in home recordings 
comparable to professional 
performance standards." 


Geoff Matthews 

Marketing Director 
Convoy International Pty. Ltd. 

“We recommend TDK for 
Nakamichi cassette decks for 
two reasons. The first, for sonic 
performance and second, for the 
precision engineered, high 
stability cassette housing.” 



OPTONICA 

Geoff J. Muir 

National Manager' 

Sharp Corporation of Australia Pty. Ltd. 

“We at Sharp believe 
that TDK tapes add to the 
performance of our tape decks; 
you should have this 
improvement also.” 


PIONEER 

Graham Ham 

Products Manager Hi-Fi 
Pioneer Electronics Australia Pty. Ltd. 

“Pioneer and TDK engineers 
constantly work to set new 
standards of tape performance - 
and TDK delivers the wide 
frequency response typical of 
Pioneer decks." 


Sfunsuh 

Geoff Brown 

Marketing Director 
Vanfi (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 

“We have had a long and 
close association with TDK, 
commencing when we first 
introduced our cassette decks 
in 1972 and have always 
recommended TDK cassettes.” 


YAMAHA 

John R. Fahey 

Marketing Manager - Audio 
Rose Music Pty. Ltd. 

“When you put a five year 
warranty on the deck and. a 
lifetime guarantee on the heads, 
you encourage the purchaser to 
use the best tape available...and 
that means TDK.” 


TDK DOES AMAZING THINGS FOR YOUR SYSTEM. 



For trade enquiries contact 

&TDIC 


TDK (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD. 

Unit 5, level B south, 100 Harris Street, Pyrmont 
NSW 2009 Phone :(02) 660 4955 Telex: A A 70174 



Note: Any person practising tape recording should observe the provis 


ur FREE copy of thTI 
’ b^ter recording" | 


! Copyright Act 196& TDK 6639 
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TECHNICS RS-M270X CASSETTE RECORDER 


quency response of each of them was 
within better than ±1.5dB between 40Hz 
and 16kHz. Not only is this a very good 
performance, but it also ensures that the 
worst response deviations when using 
dbx will be within ±3dB, which is also a 
satisfactory performance. 

However, it should be pointed out that 
we also tried several other cassettes 
(from reputable manufacturers, but not 
listed by Technics) and found that many 
of them were as much as 3 or 4dB up or 
down in response in the high frequency 
region. This would result in frequency 
response errors in the order of 6 to 
8dB if dbx noise reduction were 
selected. To quote just one example - 
TDK released an improved Super Avilyn 
formulation (type SAX) some few months 
ago. On the M270X it produced a 
response which was about 3dB up in the 
region of 10 to 15kHz. So, although this 
SAX formulation is an improvement on 
TDK's SA formulation (which has been 
on the market for quite a few years), the 
SA tape performs better on the M270X. 

This situation-is brought about by the 
omission of a user-accessible HF bias 
control. If such a facility had been incor¬ 
porated in the M270X then it would have 
been possible to align it to almost any of 
the currently available cassette types. 
Admittedly, a variable HF bias control 
should be supplemented by an (internal) 
oscillator and metering facilities (such as 
EA's Audio Test Set described in last 
month's issue) to enable the user to cor¬ 
rectly set the bias level; but, for only a 
modest additional outlay, a variable bias 
facility greatly enhances the versatility of 
a cassette recorder. 

Notwithstanding the above, the M270X 
s capable of superb audio performance. 
Jsing TDK type OD (not listed by 
Technics) as a typical IEC type I cassette 
sample, the frequency response was 
.vithin ±1.0dB between 50Hz and 
16kHz, and only 1.5dB down at 40Hz, 
ailing to -5dB at 30Hz. Upper high fre¬ 
quency response was 3V2dB down at 
17kHz, and 7dB down at 18kHz. 

As expected, the low frequency perfor- 
nance was essentially the same for all 
160 cassettes, irrespective of brand or 
EC type. Using Technics type RT-XA 
listed by Technics) as an IEC type |l 
sassette sample, the response was 
vithin ±1.0dB to 17kHz, and only 3dB 
Jown at 18kHz. 

Changing to a TDK type MA (listed by 
’echnics) for a typical IEC type IV metal 
:assette sample, frequency response 
vas within ±0.5dB from 50Hz to 17kHz, 
ind -3dB at 18kHz. As predicted, with 
Ibx selected, overall frequency response 
vas excellent with this cassette, being 
vithin ±1.0dB between 50Hz and 
5kHz. Response was -5dB at 16kHz; 
ailing rapidly at higher frequencies, due 
o the effect of an irlbuilt (FM) multiplex 


filter, which is automatically switched in¬ 
to circuit whenever dbx or Dolby is 
selected. 

With Dolby B noise reduction selected, 
the record/replay frequency response 
was also within ±1.0dB between 50Hz 
and 15kHz, when using TDK MA casset¬ 
tes. Naturally, the tracking accuracy is 
once again affected by the combination 
of cassette and recorder, with those 
combinations which produce the flattest 
response in the "flat" mode performing 
best, when Dolby is selected. 

Technics are to be commended for re¬ 
taining the Dolby B noise reduction cir¬ 
cuity in the M270X, since owners will be 
able to replay any previously recorded 
"Dolby" cassettes which they possess, 
and also purchase any pre-recorded 
commercial cassettes they may desire, 


the same, namely 93/94dB. These figures 
enable one to appreciate the tremen¬ 
dous improvement to signal-to-noise 
ratio, which dbx can provide. 

At 1kHz the total harmonic distortion 
measured 0.85% at OdB input level, 1.7% 
at +6dB and 4.7% at -tlOdB when using 
type IV (metal) cassettes. Using type II 
(chrome type) cassettes, the distortion 
was essentially the same as for the metal 
variety. 

With type I (ferric oxide) cassettes, the 
distortion was 0.9% at OdB, 1.5% at +6dB 
and 3% at +10dB. These figures are 
equal to or better than we have ever 
previously obtained, and indicate that 
Technics have made a very good com¬ 
promise between distortion and extend¬ 
ed high frequency response in their 
design of this machine. 



Above is a view inside the Technics RS-M270X. Part of the dbx PC board can be seen 
in the lower left corner. 


with the knowledge that they can pro¬ 
perly decode such cassettes. The dbx 
facility - which provides a much extend¬ 
ed dynamic range — may then be used 
for any fresh recordings which they wish 
to make. 

A further addition to the inbuilt dbx 
system is the provision of facilities for 
decoding dbx encoded disc recordings. 
As yet, only a few small companies are 
manufacturing such recordings, and very 
few hifi enthusiasts possess the 
necessary dbx decoders. Having this 
facility included in the M270X saves the 
additional cost of a separate decoder for 
dbx discs. 

Conforming with the previously 
measured performance parameters, the 
results obtained for distortion and noise 
were equally impressive. Unweighted 
signal-to-noise ratio below a level of 
200nWb/m (Dolby reference level) 
measured 56dB for type I cassettes, 59dB 
for type II, and 57dB for type IV casset¬ 
tes. Engaging Dolby improved these 
figures to 66aB, 69dB and 67dB respec¬ 
tively. With dbx selected, the figure for 
all three cassette types was essentially 


Whilst the M270X cassette deck may 
lack refinements such as memory 
rewind, variable HF bias, internal test 
oscillator, separate record and replay 
heads (three-head system for A-B 
monitoring), and variable speed spooling 
with audible cueing, it is nevertheless 
very competitive in its own price group 
— bearing in mind the inclusion of the 
relatively complex dbx noise reduction 
circuitry. When all its performance 
figures (eg frequency response, distor¬ 
tion, noise, wow and flutter etc) are 
taken into consideration, it will be seen 
that its "practical" audio performance is 
probably better than that of any cassette 
recorder (with no price limitations) we 
have previously reviewed. But 
remember to only use the cassette types 
specified by Technics — or you may be 
disappointed. 

At the time of writing the exact retail 
price of the M270X is unknown but is ex¬ 
pected to be around $500. Further 
details can be obtained from high fidelity 
retailers, or the distributors — National 
Panasonic (Aust) Pty Ltd, 95-99 Epping 
Rd, North Ryde, NSW, 2113. (P de N). ® 
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For professional slide presentations 


A slide cross-fader 
and auto-advance unit 


Want to put on a really professional slide show? This new slide 
cross-fader can provide smooth dissolves from one projector to 
another, initiate slide changing automatically from an in-built variable 
timer, and synchronise slide changes to pre-recorded commentary 
or music on a tape recorder — all this at a cost far less than 
comparable commercial units. 

by JOHN CLARKE 


We've all suffered, haven't we? All of us 
at one stage or another have sat through 
a boring slide show put on by friends just 
returned form overseas. Whoops! . .. 
sorry, that one's upside down; or it's out 
of focus; or the sunset has gone pitch 
black through under exposure. 

If the lights are out, you can always 
go to sleep and later claim to have only 
missed the last two slides. Often, 
however, one can only grin and bear it, 
before remembering that you had better 
rush home and turn off the tap that you 
accidentally left running in the 
bathroom. 

Perhaps you're one of those dreadful 
"1-Have-Two-Hundred-Slides And We're- 


Going-To-Sit-Here-And-Look-At-Them- 
All-Night" people who have inflicted 
such torment upon friends (that is, if you 
still have any left). 

But now, with your new "Slide Show", 
you can put on a really professional slide 
performance that's limited only by your 
imagination. All you need is a second 
remote control projector to go with your 
current unit and a stereo tape recorder. 
Slide Show lets you put a recorded com¬ 
mentary or music on tape and to syn¬ 
chronise slide changes with variable fade 
rate between the two projectors. 

The main advantage to this method is 
that it can make for a really polished and 
entertaining commentary, with some 


slides left on for long periods and others 
changing rapidly in sequence. A slide il¬ 
lustrating plant cell structure could be 
left on for several minutes in biology 
class, for example, while a sequence 
showing a toddler eating dripping ice 
cream could be run in rapid succession - 
perhaps with suitable background music 
to achieve an hilarious effect. 

In short, Slide Show can actually make 
your slide presentations interesting and 
entertaining. No longer will you be shun¬ 
ned by friends who suddenly have to 
rush off home for one reason or another. 

At an estimated cost of around $80 - 
far cheaper than commercial units - we 
think that Slide Show will prove popular 
with photographic enthusiasts and those 
involved in professional audio-visual 

resentations alike. The unit is easy to 

uild and can be used with virtually all 
types of projectors with projection bulbs 
rated from 24V to 240V AC. The projec¬ 
tors require only simple modifications 
and can be quickly restored to standard 
if required. 

Features & Controls 

As can be seen from the photograph, 
there are three operating modes: Tape, 
Auto and Manual. In the Tape mode, the 
unit is controlled by tones recorded on 
one channel of a stereo tape recorder 
(the other channel carries the sound 
track). Operated in this way, the entire 
system is completely automatic and re¬ 
quires no human intervention until the 
end of the tape. As one projector lamp 
fades into darkness, the other 
simultaneously "fades up" to full 
brilliance. 

Slide Show then activates a relay to 
change the slide in the cterk projector, 
ready for the next cross-fade. 

In the Automatic mode, an in-built 
timer automatically initiates the dissolve 
between the two projectors. The time 
period between changes is preset using 
the Auto Rate control and can be varied 
from about two seconds up to 100 
seconds. Manual override is provided — 
pressing the Change button immediately 
changes the slide, while pressing the 
Hold button resets the timing cycle for 








the displayed slide to zero. 

Finally, in the Manual mode, slide 
changes can only be initiated by pressing 
the Change button. 

In the Auto and Manual modes, the 
tone signal is automatically sent to the 
Output (To Tape) so that the sequence 
of slide changes is recorded on the tape 
ready for duplication in the Tape mode. 
The tape will record the slide-change 
points, whether initiated by the in-built 
timer or Change button. The fade rate is 
not recorded and is best left set at the 
same position in the Tape mode as when 
recorded. 

The remaining controls - the Fade 
Rate, Slide Change Disable and Projector 
Change Over switches — affect all three 
modes of operation. The Fade Rate con¬ 
trol simply varies the rate of fade (or 
dissolve) from one second to 100 
seconds. Its period must be set for less 
than the Auto Rate period, otherwise a 
complete fade and slide change will not 
occur (a similar situation applies when 
using a tape recorder to control the 
unit). 

The Slide Change Disable switch 
prevents the slide in a given projector 
from changing when the projector lamp 
subsequently dims. Result - when the 
next cross-fade is performed, the slide 
will be repeated! The Change Over 
switch transposes the projector se¬ 
quence; in other words, the bright light 
projector becomes the dim light projec¬ 
tor and vice versa. This feature is useful 
when setting up the machines, as no par¬ 
ticular attention has to be paid as to 
which projector has the first slide. 

Two LED indicators are also located on 
the front panel and indicate which pro¬ 
jector has the bright light. This indication 
is useful for setting up before the projec¬ 
tors are connected to the unit. The ac¬ 
tual fading of the lamps is not 
represented by the LEDs since they tend 
to be either on or off and their brilliance 
varies little with changes in supply cur¬ 
rent - at least not as much compared to 
filament bulbs. 

Four connections must be made to 
each projector to enable Slide Show to 
control the operation. Two leads from 
the normally-open relay contacts are 
connected to the "slide advance" switch 
in the projector instead of the normal 
hand-held remote control unit. The 
remote control is usually connected to 
the projector via a DIN plug and socket, 
so all you have to do is wire the relay 
leads to a DIN plug similar to that fitted 
to the remote control. 

In short, the relay contacts take the 
place of the remote control contacts. 

The other two leads are connected in 
series with the projector lamp and in¬ 
volve a simple modification to the pro¬ 
jector wiring. All you have to do is 
disconnect one of the leads to the lamp 
and connect the extra leads in series with 
this lead and the lamp itself. Make sure 
you do the job neatly though, especially 
if the projector lamp is run directly from 


Use a metal diecast case and keep all mains wiring neat and tidy. Four-way terminal 
blocks facilitate connections to projector lamps and advance mechanisms. 


the mains. We recommend that you 
make the connections using a mains ter¬ 
minal block which can either be bound 
in insulation tape or, if space can be 
found, screwed to base of the projector 
case. 

It should be noted that for the best 
results from the Slide Show, automatic 
focus would be an advantage to prevent 
out of focus images. Alternatively, the 
remote control focus can be retained 
and operated manually for every slide. 

The majority of remote control projec¬ 
tors operate their lamps from 24 vo|ts 
AC. Consequently, with the 15A Triac us¬ 
ed, lamps rated up to 350W can be ac¬ 
commodated. Due to the great variety 
of projectors available, we decided to 
"play safe" - it does not matter which 
way round the leads are connected to 
the lamp or to the slide change control. 

In fact, connections to the projector 
could be at mains potential if an auto 
transformer is used to give the 24 volts 
rather than from a fully isolated 
transformer. These connections are fully 
isolated from the remainder of the Slide 
Show circuitry. 

A separate transformer is used for the 
Slide Show power supply. We chose not 
to use a 24V AC rail from one of the pro¬ 
jectors for three reasons: 


• there could be mains potential on this 
24V line; 

• other connecting leads to the Slide 
Show could be at mains potential, so it is 
necessary to have an earth connection 
to the metal case. An earthed mains 
cable is the best way to provide this; and 

• the voltage from a 24V transformer, 
when rectified and filtered, approaches 
the maximum allowable input voltage 
for the three-terminal regulators used 
and could damage them. 

The Circuit 

In all, 11 ICs are used in the circuit, in¬ 
cluding the two voltage regulators. 
Although at first glance the circuit may 
appear daunting, it is really quite 
straightforward and is best explained 
with the aid of the waveforms of Fig. 1. 

Along the right hand side of the 
waveforms are marked the letters A to K. 
These designated waveforms corres¬ 
pond to the letters marked on the circuit 
diagram. Waveform A is the AC 
sinewave from the secondary of the 
transformer and is virtually in phase with 
the mains waveform. The voltage is 
clamped with two back-to-back diodes 
and squared up by IC5a, a 4136 op-amp 
connected as a Schmitt trigger. Conse- 
45 















Slide Cross-Fader 


HOW IT WORKS 


quently a square wave in phase with the 
incoming sine wave is obtained 
(waveform B). 

The square wave is then passed to 
IC3c, a 4030B exclusive OR (XOR) gate. 
One input is directly connected to the 
output of IC5a, while the other input is 
connected via an RC delay. When the 
square wave changes from one level to 
the other, the two inputs at IC3c are dif¬ 
ferent for a short time, about 450/iS, due 
to the RC time delay. The output of an 
XOR gate is high when the inputs are dif¬ 
ferent and low otherwise, so a short high 
pulse appears at the output (pin 10) on 
every change in square wave level. This 
is seen as waveform C. 

The voltage pulses from IC3c charge a 
.039/iF capacitor via a series diode and, 
when the level goes low, the capacitor 
discharges via the lOOkfi resistor. This 
gives the familiar sawtooth waveform of 
D, which is a buffered version of the 
capacitor voltage. I^5c performs this 
high impedance to low impedance buf¬ 
fering of the capacitor voltage, preven¬ 
ting loading of the capacitor. 

We shall now discuss the derivation of 
waveforms E and F. IC7 is a 4013 D 
flipflop which is connected in such a way 
that, upon each clock signal, the Q out¬ 
put changes logic level. If Q is initially 
nigh, the next clock pulse will cause Q to 
go low. The clock pulse is derived via 
switch S3c, which selects the Tape, Auto 
or Manual modes of operation. We shall 
discuss that part of circuit later since it 
has no effect upon the waveforms. 

Each time the Q output changes logic 
level, the 100/iF electrolytic capacitor 
charges or discharges via the IMfi Fade 
Rate potentiometer and the lOkft 
resistor. The actual level to which the 
capacitor charges or discharges is 
clamped by the two back-to-back diodes 
connected to pin 9 of IC6c - ie ±0.6 
volts about the +5V rail. This charging 
and discharging voltage is buffered by 
amplifier IC6c, a 4136 op-amp wired 
with a gain of 11. With this gain, the out¬ 
put of the amplifier reaches the 10V and 
0V supply when the capacitor is at 
+5.45V and +4.55V respectively — ie 
+0.45V about the 5V rail, or just before 
the diodes begin to conduct. 

Two questions arise from this circuit: 
first, why use diodes to clamp the 
capacitor voltage to such a small swing 
and, second, why give IC6c a gain of 11? 
The type of waveform that we want is a 
linear ramp that alternates between a ris¬ 
ing ramp and a falling ramp at each clock 
pulse to IC7. To obtain a linear ramp by 
charging a capacitor, it is necessary to 
only use a very small percentage of the 
capacitor charging curve, which is 
relatively linear. The closer the capacitor 
voltage approaches the supply rails, the 
more non-linear the curve becomes. This 
is why we have amplified the linear 
±0.6V swing. 
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PROJECTOR 1 
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This diagram shows the waveforms at various points on the circuit at right. 


Furthermore, if the capacitor were to 
continue charging or discharging to the 
supply rail then, when the Q output of 
IC7 subsequently changed state, we 
would have to wait until the capacitor 
reached the +0.45V window voltage 


before any change in the ramp at the 
output of IC6c occurred. Consequently, 
we have clamped the capacitor voltage 
so that the ramp responds almost in¬ 
stantly to clock pulses to IC7 (the 
capacitor now only has to discharge 
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from 5.6V to 5.45V, or change from 4.4V 
to 4.55V). 

The linear ramp obtained at the output 
of IC6c is shown as waveform E. This 
ramp is inverted with IC6a, a unity gain 
inverting amplifier, to give waveform F. 
Now we have two linear ramps, one ris¬ 
ing and the other falling, which are 
transposed upon every clock pulse to 
IC7. The slope of these ramps, determin¬ 
ed by the resistance of the IMfi Fade 
Rate control, is what controls the rate at 
which the projector lamps brighten or 
dim. A rising slope gives increasing light 
brightness and a falling ramp, a dimming 
light. 


We estimate that the current cost 
of components for this project is 

$80 


This includes sales tax. 
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Just how bright the projector lamps are 
depends upon the voltage applied to 
each lamp. The trigger pulses which con¬ 
trol the voltage to the lamps as the fade 
ramp rises or falls are derived by com¬ 
parators IC5b and IC5d which compare 
waveforms E and F with the synchronis¬ 
ing voltage D - ie one comparator com¬ 
pares the D signal with the rising ramp, 
the other compares the D signal with the 
falling ramp. When the D signal is more 
positive than the ramp, the output of a 
comparator is high; otherwise, its output 
is low. 

Waveforms H and I depict the com¬ 
parator outputs. Note that switch S2a,b 
transposes the ramps to the com¬ 
parators and thus reverses control of the 
projectors. 

The indicating LEDs are connected via 
Ikfi current limiting resistors between 
the +10V rail and waveforms FI and I. 
These waveforms, when averaged, pro¬ 
vide a voltage which is representative of 
the brightness of each projector lamp. 
Since the LEDs are effectively run from a 
r, 1981 


100Hz supply, they give the impression 
of being continuously lit. 

When the output of IC5b (waveform H) 
goes high, the .001 *iF capacitor on one 
input of XOR gate IC3b charges rapidly 
through the diode and no change to the 
output of IC3b occurs. When H subse¬ 
quently goes low, the .00 VF capacitor 
discharges via the 220kfi resistor and the 
two inputs of IC3b are briefly at different 
logic levels. The result is a 220/^s positive 
pulse on the output of IC3b - waveform , 

A similar process occurs to obtain 
waveform K. Note that as the E ramp 
falls, the J waveform pulses occur later 
with respect to the zero voltage crossing 
points and, as waveform F rises, the K 
waveform pulses approach the zero 
voltage points. Because waveforms J and 
K provide phase control for the Triac cir¬ 
cuits, the voltage across the projector 
lamp, increases for projector 2 and 
decreases for projector 1. 

The way in which the trigger pulses ac¬ 
tually fire the.Triacs to provide voltage to 
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■^r FR-D55: Computerized Track Sequence 

Selection Full Auto DD Turntable RS-7: 

W infrared Remote Control System RG*7: Stere< 
Graphic Equalizer Consolette with reverb/mixer 
T-9: Digital Quartz-PLL Synthesizer Tuner with 12 FA* 
AM Station Pre sets and Auto Search Tuning A-9: 
Integrated DC-Servo Amplifier, 65W RMS x 2 D-300M: 
Full-logic Metal-Compatible Cassette Deck GX-95: Audio 
Cabinet with Headphone Jack _ _ — _ 
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Slide Cross-Fader 


the projector lamps is as follows: the trig¬ 
ger pulses of J and K drive the internal 
LEDs of the opto-coupled Triac drivers, 
IC1 and IC2, via 39012 resistors. The LEDs 
optically trigger silicon bilateral switches 
which, in turn, trigger the Triacs. 

A 68012 resistor in series with each 
Triac trigger limits the repetitive surge 
current to a safe value while a snubber 
network, consisting of a 10012 resistor 
and 0.1 /xF capacitor, prevents false trig¬ 
gering due to. fast rising voltages across 
the Triac. If Slide Show is used with 240V 
projector lamps, the 6800 and 1000 
resistors should be 1W types, while the 
0.1/iF capacitor should be mains rated at 
either 250V AC or 630V DC. 

The amount of power'delivered to the 
projector lamps is thus controlled by "fir¬ 
ing" the Triac at a set time or "firing 
angle" after the start of each mains half 
cycle. This is referred to as phase control 
and results in waveforms across the 
lamps as shown at the bottom of Fig. 1. 

Slide Advance 

The final waveform to discuss is the 
slide advance determining level, G. The F 
ramp is monitored by Schmitt trigger 
IC6b, which has a very large hysteresis 
level. The Schmitt trigger only switches 
state when the ramp is very close to the 
supply rails, within 0.05V to be exact. 
This large hysteresis ensures that the 
signal for the slide advance only occurs 
when a lamp is dim so that the slide 
change will not be noticed. 

The slide change is activated by 
monitoring two signals: the positive 
pulse produced by XOR gate IC3d when 


G changes state, and the actual voltage 
level of G. The voltage level of G deter¬ 
mines which slide is to change, in other 
words where the lamp is dim. This is 
decided by IC4a, IC4b and IC4d, which 
switch the correct relay. 

When G changes state, a one second 
low pulse occurs at the output of either 
the IC4a or IC4b NAND gates. The pulse 
turns on a BC557 transistor which ac¬ 
tivates the relay. 

The Slide Change Disable switch SI in¬ 
hibits relay operation — ie when the 
switch is open, no pulse is passed from 
IC3d and the relay driver transistors are 
held off. The diodes across the relay 
coils prevent inductive reverse EMF from 
destroying the transistors when the 
relays turn off. 

Now for the remainder of the circuit. 
IC8, a 555 timer, is connected as an 
astable oscillator. The 100/xF capacitor 
connected to pins 6 and 2 is charged via 
two 10kl2 resistors and the 1M12 Auto 
Rate potentiometer up to 0.66 of the 
supply - ie 6.6V. During this charge time 
the output of IC8, pin 3, is high. Upon 
reaching this voltage, the output goes 
low, the capacitor is discharged to 0.33 
of the supply and the cycle is repeated. 

Several switchable modifications to the 
circuit alter the operation. First, the 
Change button brings pin 5, the 
threshold voltage, low for a brief period 
until the 0.22jttF capacitor charges. This 
lowers the trigger point at which the 
100/iF capacitor will be discharged and 
so pin 3 immediately goes low. The Hold 
button discharges the 100/iF capacitor 
and leaves a full charging period before 
the output goes low. 


PARTS LIST 


S3a and S3b respectively short out the 
Auto Rate potentiometer and connect a 
22kl2 resistor across the 100/xF timing 
capacitor when set to the manual mode. 
This prevents the capacitor voltage from 
reaching 0.66 of the supply voltage and 
so the output of IC8 remains high (unless 
the Change button is pressed to lower 
the threshold voltage). Actually, the 
capacitor voltage is held at about 5V, as 
set by the voltage divider formed by the 
two 10kl2 resistors and the 22kl2 resistor. 

The output of IC8 drives a BC547 tran¬ 
sistor via a 10kl2 resistor. At the collector 
of the transistor the signal is inverted, so 
pin 9 of NAND gate IC4c goes high when 
the output IC8 goes low. This gates 
through the 50Hz squared AC wave¬ 
form B connected to the other in¬ 
put to give a Is 50Hz tone each time pin 
3 of IC8 goes low (ie at each cross-fade). 

This 50Hz signal is filtered and AC- 
coupled to the tape recorder via a 22^F 
electrolytic capacitor. A 10kl2 Record 
Level trimpot is used to adjust the signal 
level to the tape recorder. 

On playback, the recorded signal is 
fed to the inverting input of IC6d 
and amplified. The output from IC6d 
is adjusted by means of the 1M12 
Playback Level trimpot and coupled to 
missing pulse detector IC9. IC9, a 555 
timer wired as a monostable, is triggered 
each time a low signal is applied to pin 2. 
At the same time, the 1;tF timing 
capacitor is discharged by the BC557 
transistor, so the pin 3 output remains 
high until the time between pulses is 
longer than the monostable time period 
(about Is). 

As a result, the output of IC9 is low 


PARTS LIST 


7 printed circuit board, 81ssll, 96 x 
135mm 

1 Scotchal front panel label, 204 x 
114mm 

1 2851 transformer, 12.5 volts at 
150mA 

2 SPDT 12V DC 78012 relays with 1A 
contacts 

1 3P3P rotary switch 

1 SPDT switch 

1 DPDT switch 

2 momentary contact pushbutton 
switches 

3 knobs 

2 1MU linear potentiometers 

2 RCA panel sockets 

1 diecast aluminium case, 190 x 60 x 
110mm 

1 mains cord and plug 

3 grommets 

1 cable clamp 

4 10mm brass standoffs 

1 10-way mains terminal strip 

1 earth lug 

4 rubber feet 


SEMICONDUCTORS 
2 MOC3020 optically-coupled Triac 
drivers 

1 4030B, 4070B quad exclusive OR 
gate 

1 4011 quad NAND gate 

1 4013 dual D flipflop 

2 4136 quad operational amplifiers 

2 555 timers 

1 BC547 NPN transistor 

3 BC557 PNP transistors 

1 7805 three-terminal regulator 

1 7905 three-terminal regulator 

4 1N4002 1A 100V PIV silicon diodes 
7 1N4148 small signal silicon diodes 

2 red LEDs 

2 SCI51D 15A Triacs 
CAPACITORS 

2 470fj.F/25VW PC electrolytic 
2 100gF/16VW PC electrolytic 
1 22nF/16VW tantalum 
1 15fj.F/16VW tantalum 
1 IO11F/I6VW PC electrolytic 

1 2.2fiF/25VW tantalum 

2 1g.F/16VW tantalum 


1 0.22gF metallised polyester 

2 0.1 nF metallised polyester 
1 0.1 ij.F/ 16VW tantalum 

1 .068gF metallised polyester 

1 .039pF metallised polyester . , 

7 .0047gF metallised polyester 

2 .001 gF metallised polyester 

RESISTORS (% or ZiW, 5%) 

5 x 7M12, 2 x 220kEl, 1 x 120kQ, 6 x 
700kl2, 7 x 47kQ, 1 x 22kQ, 12 x lOkU, 
5 x IkQ, 2 x 68012, 2 x 39012, 2 x 70012 
7 x 7M12 5mm vertical trimpot 
1 x 10kQ 5mm vertical trimpot 
MISCELLANEOUS 

PC pins, 1 metre rainbow cable, 240V 
AC rated double-sheathed hook-up 
wire, machine screws and nuts, 
solder. 

NOTE: Components specified are 
those used in the prototype. 
Components with higher ratings may 
generally be used provided they are 
physically compatible. 
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Plug into ‘Eveready’ rechargeables. 


Our extensive rechargeable 
ange can be charged up to 
000 times and thus offers an 
extremely economical power 
source to the heavy battery user. 
Especially ideal for photo-flash, 
movie cameras, tape recorders, 
transceivers and electronic 
games and toys. 

Please don’t hesitate to call 
for further information. 


S ^HI 


[eveready] 

Rechargeable Nickel- 
Cadmium Batteries. 



Rakon employs state of the art fabrication techniques to 
produce high quality crystals which meet the highest demands 
of modern communications and frequency control technology. 

Supplied in a welded, hermetically sealed package, Rakon 
crystals are capable of operating within such limits as ± 5 parts 
per million over a temperature range of -10 to +60 degrees 
Celsius, With low ageing characteristics. 

Where the ciystal parameters are unknown, our experienced 
engineering staff is available to advise on selection of the 
correct specification. 

Standard Microprocessor Frequencies 

Rakon also offers a quality range of low costs crystals 
specially designed for microprocessor applications. 


New Zealand manufactured crystals are 
competitively priced and duty-free in Australia. 

Inquiries concerning price and delivery should be forwarded tc 


R 


R4KONM 
INDUSTRIES 


9 George Street, Mt. Eden. 

P.O. Box 9308, Newmarket, Auckland. 

Cables: “RAKON”. Telex: 21682. 

Phone (64-9) 605-010, 605-270. 

Civil Aviation Department Approval No. AWB55 6 
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Slide Cross-Fader 


ACTUAL-SIZE PC PATTERN 


when no signal is present at the input 
(from tape), and goes high for Is each 
time a 50Hz tone appears. The signal can 
then be used to clock flipflop IC7 to in¬ 
itiate a cross-fade. Switch S3c selects 
either the tape, automatic or manual 
modes of operation. 

Power for the unit is obtained from a 
single voltage doubler consisting of a 
12.6V transformer, two 1N4002 rectifier 
diodes and two 470jtF filter capacitors. 
This is followed by a 7805 positive 5V 
regulator and a 7905 negative 5V 
regulator to generate the +5V and +10V 
supply rails. 

Construction 

Despite the number of circuit 
elements, construction is really very sim¬ 
ple. Most of the components are 
mounted on a printed circuit board (PCB) 
measuring 96 x 135mm and coded 
81ss11. The board, along with the 
various cpntrols, is mounted in a metal 
diecast case (190 x 60 x 110mm) fitted 
with a Scotchcal front panel. 

Start with the PCB assembly. Use the 
component overlay diagram as a guide 
to mounting the components and pay 
particular attention to the orientation of 
polarised components (diodes, 
regulators, ICs, Triacs, LEDs, electrolytic 
capacitors and the transistor). Observe 
the usual precautions when soldering 
the CMOS ICs (IC3, 4, 7): don't handle 
the pins; connect the barrel of your 
soldering iron to the earth track on the 
PCB; solder the power supply pins (7 & 
14) first to enable the internal protection 
diodes. 

The Triacs are mounted on the copper 
side of the PCB and their leads bent so 
that the metal heatsink tabs can later be 
bolted (with mica washer insulators) to 
the base of the case. PC stakes are 
recommended for all external connec¬ 
tions, as they enable to PCB to be 
mounted before the external wiring is 
commenced. 

When the PCB is complete, go over 
your work carefully. Make sure that all 
components are correctly positioned 
and oriented, and look for solder 
bridges, dry joints etc. 

Temporarily position the various com¬ 
ponents inside the case and mark and 
drill holes for the PCB, Triacs, mains cord 
grommet, earth lug, cord clamp, the 
transformer, the three mains terminal 
strips, and the tape output and input 
sockets. You will also have to drill two 
(or more) holes through which to run 
leads to the projector. 

Deburr all holes with a large drill. The 
Triac mounting holes in particular must 
be free of any rough edges or swarf. 

The PCB'and Triacs are now to be 
bolted in position. It is absolutely essen¬ 
tial that an insulating bush and mica 
washer be used to isolate each Triac 
from the metal case (see diagram). 



joii Hf III j ff *o| 


Actual-size PC artwork. Finished PCBs and "Scotchcal" aluminium front panels are 
available from the usual retail outlets. 


U 


Y 


slw 


This diagram shows the 
Triac mounting details. Note 
that the Triac must be fully 
insulated from the case. 


Smear heatsink compound on the sur¬ 
faces of the Triacs, mica washers and the 
case and then bolt the Triacs to the case 
using machine screws and nuts. Finally, 
use a multimeter to check that the Triacs 
are indeed isolated from the case. 

The PCB is mounted using 10mm brass 
spacers which provide earthing for the 
0V rail. If plastic spacers are used, the 
0V rail will have to be earthed 
separately. 

Next, drill holes in the lid of the case 


using the Scotchcal artwork as a guide. 
Before mounting the panel, apply a 
coating of hard-setting clear lacquer to 
prevent scratching. The panel can now 
be glued 1 in position, the controls 
mounted and the front-panel wiring 
completed. 

Tie up all wiring with cable ties to keep 
the front panel wiring away from the 
mains voltages at the Triac end of the 
case. 

continued on page 139 
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Part two of this exciting electronic piano series 

LYREBIRD 


We describe the touch 
sensing circuitry 


Last month we introduced our Lyrebird 73-note piano 
which has touch-sensitive keys and soft and sustain 
pedals. The introductory article discussed the overall 
concept of the Lyrebird piano and described the circuitry 
and construction of the tone generator and divider 
board. In this article we continue by presenting the 
circuitry and construction of the envelope keying circuit 
boards. 

by LEO SIMPSON & GREG SWAIN 


Since the Lyrebird has 73 notes, it has 
73 individual sets of contacts which 
control the keying and envelope of each 
note. By "keying", in this instance, we 
mean turning the note source on and off 
and by "envelope" we mean the way in 
which the note rises suddenly when first 
struck (the attack) and then dies away 
rapidly or slowly (the decay), depending 
on whether the soft or sustain pedals are 
used. 

The most interesting feature of the 
keying and envelope circuitry is that it 
actually responds to the speed at which 
the individual key is depressed and thus 
controls the loudness of each note. The 
mechanism of this action is described 
below. Refer to Fig. 1. 

Each key controls a single-pole single¬ 
throw switch, Sk, which is normally 
connected to earth when the key is not 
being pressed. When the player presses 
the key down, the moving contact of the 
switch takes a finite time between 
breaking contact on one side and 
making contact on the other side, to the 
+30V rail. 


It is during this time between breaking 
and making contact that Cl begins to 
charge towards +VT via R1 (which is 
typically 3.3kQ) and R5, a 56Q resistor. 
Then, as switch Sk makes contact with 
the 30V rail, the positive electrode of Cl 
is "raised" by 30V and so C2 is charged 
via D1 to a voltage which is 
approximately half the difference 
between 30V and the voltage reached 
by Cl before Sk made contact. In 
practice, the voltage reached by Cl will 
be 14V or less. 



Thus the charge received by C2 when 
Sk makes contact is inversely 
proportional to the time taken for the 
key to be fully depressed. The voltage 


on C2 then controls the initial amplitude 
of the signal fed to the voicing filters. It 
does this via R6, R7, D4, D5 and the two 
diodes providing each key output on the 
divider board described last month. This 
is shown in Fig. 2. 

Remember that last month we stated 
that these pairs of "diodes and the 
envelope keying circuit actually form an 
AND gate for each key". Well it is 
actually R6 and the two diodes just 
mentioned that form the AND gate. 
Current flows from C2 via R6 and R7. 
When the respective Q outputs on the 
divider chip are low, the two associated 
diodes are forward-biased and the 
junction of R6 and R7 is pulled low. 
Similarly, when the respective Q outputs 
are high, the diodes will not conduct and 
the junction of R6 and R7 will be high. 

From the foregoing, it follows that the 
higher the voltage on C2, the greater the 
amplitude of the signal fed to the voicing 



board via diodes D4 and D5. These two 
diodes merely provide isolation bet¬ 
ween the individual keying circuits which 
feed into common voicing inputs. 
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Well so far we have seen that- the 
circuit consisting of R1, R5, D1, Cl and 
C2 actually responds to the time taken 
for a key to be fully depressed and thus 
provides a voltage which controls the 
amplitude of the signal. Now we can 
discuss how the signal amplitude is 
made to decay. Fig. 3 shows how the 
signal fed to the voicing board rises and 
decays. 

There are three ways in which the 
decay of the voltage across C2 is 
determined. They involve D3 and R2, 
D2, R3 and R4, and R6 and R7. This is 
depicted in Fig. 4. When the switch Sk 
makes contact with the 30V rail, Cl 
delivers its charge to C2. As soon as this 
current ceases to flow through Cl and 
D1, C2 starts to discharge via R2 and D3 
to a preset voltage level labelled "VED", 
regardless of whether the key is held 
down or not. 

"VED" is the "early decay" voltage 
which determines the percussive nature 
of the Lyrebird when keys are played in 
staccato fashion. When C2 discharges 
down to the VED level, it then .continues 
to decay at a rate determined by R6 and 


R7, provided the key is still held 
depressed. While Sk is still connected to 
+30V, D2 is held in the reverse-biased 
condition so R3 and R4 cannot augment 
the discharge of C2. 

If the key is released, C2 continues to 
discharge via D2 and the parallel paths 
provided by R3 (to the sustain voltage 
which is normally 0V) and R4 to 0V via 
Sk. On the other hand, if the sustain 
pedal is pressed, D2 is reverse-biased by 
D2, preventing discharge of C2 via this 
path and so the longer decay time set by 
R6 and R7 prevails. 

The various waveforms generated by 
the discharge mechanisms described 
above are illustrated in Fig. 5 while the 
complete circuit is shown in Fig. 6. This 
circuitry is duplicated 73 times across the 
five envelope boards with R6 varying 
from 82kO to 270kfl to give decay times 
from two seconds to about b'A seconds. 

(Some readers may be aware of the 
AY-1-1320 1C made by General 
Instrument Microelectronics for their 
electronic piano circuit. This 1C performs 
the same function as the discrete 
circuitry we have just described, but 


does it for twelve notes, albeit with four 
external components per note. The 
Lyrebird circuit has the considerable 
advantage of using cheap and readily 
available components.) 

CONSTRUCTION 

As supplied for the Lyrebird, there are 
four envelope boards which accom¬ 
modate 18 envelope circuits and one 
board which accommodates three 
circuits. One board will have to be 
trimmed so that it accommodates 16 
circuits. This will accommodate the 
circuitry for notes one to 16 while the 
small three-way board accommodates 
the circuitry for notes 71, 72 and 73. 

R1 and R6 vary across the five boards, 
as shown in Fig. 7. Note that the 
transition of the values of R1 and R6 
takes place in the approximate middle of 
each of the four large boards. 

Quite a lot of work is involved in the 
assembly of each 18-note board. It 
involves the installation of 18 links, 26 PC 
pins, 36 capacitors, 72 diodes and 126 
resistors. Multiply that to give the total 
for all five boards and you have an 



This diagram shows how the values of R1 and R6 vary across the five envelope boards. R6 determines the decay time of each 
note. 
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Lyrebird electronic piano 



For simplicity, only two of the 18 sets of components are shown on this envelope PC board. The VT, VED and Sustain points are 
linked across to the adjacent envelope boards. 


extremely large number of opportunities 
for making mistakes in inserting wrong 
components and putting capacitors and 
diodes the wrong way round. You might 
like to amuse yourself by calculating just 
how many different combinations of 
mistakes that you could make but your 
time would be better spent in resolving 
to be careful when you assemble the 
boards. 

We suggest that you work on one 
board at a time to avoid confusion. Start 
with board one which has to be trimmed 
to accommodate the 16-note circuit. 
Install the links and PC pins first, then the 
resistors and diodes. Remember that for 
notes one to 16, R1 is 3.3kfi and R6 is 
270kQ. For notes nine to 16, R1 is 2.7kQ 
and R6 is 220kfi. 

The links should be inserted and 
soldered so that they are about 1mm 
proud of the board surface. The links 
actually provide a soldering point for the 
contact spring associated with each 
note. While we mention the contact 
springs now, they are not to be soldered 
to the boards until the boards and 
busbars are assembled onto the 
keyboard chassis. 

All the envelope boards should be very 
carefully inspected for assembly errors 
and poor soldering. Be very thorough as 
it is difficult to detect and correct 
mistakes once the boards are installed 
on the keyboard chassis. 

KEYBOARD ASSEMBLY 

The keyboard assembly requires a fair 
amount of mechanical work, so you can 
ut away your soldering iron for the time 
eing and take out your electric drill. But 


PARTS LIST 

KEYBOARD & ENVELOPE 
BOARDS 

7 73-note piano keyboard 
7 set of busbar hardware including 
spacers, contact springs and self¬ 
tapping screws 
4 18-way PC boards 
1 three-way PC board 
1 metre of adhesive-backed foam, 
15mm square (Engels) 

4 hinges to suit keyboard 
111 PC pins 

73 2.2uF/25VW PC-mounting 

electrolytic capacitors 

73 4.7uF/25VW PC-mounting 

electrolytic capacitors 

365 1N914, 1N4148 small-signal 

silicon diodes 

RESISTORS (10% tolerance, Vi\N 
rating) 8 x 270kQ, 18 x 220kQ, 18 x 
180kQ, 97 x 120kQ, 11 x 82kU, 146 x 
33kQ, 73 x lOkEl, 19 x 3.3kQ, 54 x 2.7W2, 
73 x 56Q. 


before you start brandishing the drill 
about, more mundane tasks beckon, 
such as disassembling the keyboard. 
Why do that when it is supplied in 
beautifully assembled form? Because the 
keyboard "action" is too light for a piano 
is why. 

As supplied, the keyboard has one light 
spring to restore each key to its normal 
position when pressed. This gives such a 
light action that you need only brush a 
key to make a note sound. For a person 


used to the inertia and "feel" of a normal 
piano keyboard which requires some 
physical effort to play, this makes the 
keyboard virtually unplayable. Put simp¬ 
ly, we have to make it harder to press 
the keys down. We do this by installing a 
layer of foam rubber under the keyboard 
which has a suitable thickness and 
density. 

Each key can be easily detached by 
removing the small spring at the rear, 
detaching it from its lug on the keyboard 
chassis. Note that each key is labelled 
with a moulded legend such as B4/6 or 
whatever. This should be noted on a 
sheet of paper or on the keyboard 
chassis itself so that when you re¬ 
assemble the keys it will not be like a 
giant jigsaw puzzle. Having removed all 
the keys you can then proceed to take 
pencil and rule and mark up the 
underside of the keyboard chassis with 
the hole positions shown in Fig. 8. 

All the hole positions should be centre- 
punched and drilled with a 3/32-inch drill 
bit. 

ADDING FOAM RUBBER 

With drilling complete, you can install 
the busbar blocks and busbars, using 
self-tapping screws which are not longer 
than 25mm. With busbars in place you 
can then install the five boards using 
6mm spacers and self-tapping screws. 
Then you can install the foam rubber. 
We recommend a foam weatherstrip 
measuring approximately 15mm square, 
made by Engels (normally used for 
weatherproofing of doors and windows). 
This tape is run along the front edge of 



This diagram shows the positions of all holes which need to be drilled on the underside of the keyboard chassis. 
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£ PIANO KIT a 
5 SENSATION 


Amazing new E.A. "Lyrebird" 
electronic piano 
Has realistic piano sound! 



(Stand available as optional extra $75) 

- AS FEATURED IN E.A. OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 1981 - 


BUY THE INDIVIDUAL MODULES 
POWER SUPPLY AND TONE GENERATOR KITPSTG-2 $87.50 

Includes transformer, fuse holder, fuse, mains cord and socket, P.C.B. and all 
components necessary to construct the tone generator, and power supply 

ENVELOPE ASSEMBLY KIT KIT EA-2 $94.00 

Includes P.C. boards and all resistors, capacitors and diodes. P.C.B. pins are 
provided for easy connection to the tone generator. 

VOICING AND EFFECTS GENERATOR KIT EVG-2 $58.50 

Includes P.C.B. and all components including switches, knobs and output 
sockets. 

HARDWARE & CONTACTS PACK KIT HCP-2 $47.00 

Includes all nuts and bolts, wire and switch mounting brackets. The contact 
pack includes silver contact springs, gold plated rod, rod supports, spacers and 


CABINET 

Partially assembled cabinet with solid timber ends and front ready tor oiling 
—i including pre-folded and punched black marviplate cover olu< 
.: screen printed. 


KITCB-2 $82.50 
ling 
plus 


front and rear panels, pre punched and s 

73 Note Keyboard including hinge for mounting KIT KB-73 $169.50 
PEDAL ASSEMBLY KIT PA-2 $47.00 

A free standing unit containing two pedals in a neat black box with rubber 
feet. Each pedal operates its own SPDT contact. Contacts have solder tags 
and a grommetted hole and cable clamp are included. 

nual — FREE with any of the above or 
$5.00 including postage 


Complete construction n 


FULL SPECIFICATIONS 


MUSICAL COMPASS 

6 Octaves F — F 
FREQUENCY COMPASS 
Fundamental Frequency Range 
43.67Hz—2795Hz 
Master Oscillator 1.588 MHz 
TOUCH CHARACTERISTICS 
Dynamic Range greater than 30dB 
Key Action approximately 50 grams 
SOUND ENVELOPE 
Touch Range 2 to 40mS 
Attack Period less than ImS 
Early Decay 500mS nominal 
Sustain 2 to 6 seconds 
CONTROLS 
On/Off Switch 
Normal Voice Select 
Mellow Voice Select 
Bright Voice Select 
Harpsichord Voice Select High Level Output 
Honky Tonk Voice Select Low Level Output 
Tremolo Effect Select 
Phase Effect Select 


* 

IB 

ams 

# 

Sustain Foot Pedal 
Soft Foot Pedal 
Pitch Control 
Pedal Output 


Jaycar 


380 Sussex St Sydney 2000 

Ph. 2646688 Telex 72293 
Mail Orders To: Box K-39 Haymarket 2000 


CALL IN AND PLAY THE PIANO YOURSELF! 

A demonstration cassettte is available for only $5 

********** 

If you are an organ enthusiast why not check out our 
String Ensemble kit while you are at the showroom? 




























Lyrebird electronic piano 




This end elevation of the keyboard shows how the foam rubber is positioned and the mounting details of the envelope boards. 


This photo shows the five completed envelope boards installed on the underside of the keyboard chassis with each board linked 


Each envelope board should be very carefully checked for soldering and component positioning before ^t ~is installed on the 
chassis as it is difficult to make alterations once the contact springs are attached. 


the keyboard chassis so that it sits just in 
front of contact actuators. 

Now reassemble the keys and you are 
ready to solder the spring contacts to the 
envelope boards. As supplied, the 
springs are about 50mm long (in the 
unstretched state) and they have a 
formed head at one end. Position the 
spring so that its head just protrudes 
through the busbars and hold it 
temporarily against the appropriate link 
58 


with a small alligator clip and solder the 
two together. 

Now gently stretch the spring by hand 
and set the head into the key actuator 
recess. Do not use pliers for this task as 
you will damage the springs. Fig. 10 
shows an end elevation of the keyboard 
showing how the boards and springs are 
assembled. Note that the spring should 
be in contact with the upper busbar 
when the key is in the rest position and 


should contact the lower busbar when 
the key is pressed. Make sure that the 
springs do not rub against the busbar 
mounting blocks. This should not nor¬ 
mally be a problem. 

Finally, you may trim away the excess 
spring from the boards, using a pair of 
side cutters. That is all for this month. 
Next month we shall describe the 
voicing filter circuitry and construction of 
that PC board. ® 
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AMPEC ELECTRONICS PTY. LTD. 

1 Wellington St, Rozelle, 2039. PO Box 132, Rozelle 2039. Ph (02) 818-1166. 

Availabfe from: NSW: Applied Technology, 487 2711. George Brown & Co, 519 5855. Jaycar, 264 6688. Radio 
Despatch 211 0191. Sheridan.Electronics, 699 5922. NSW Country Area: Newcastle: Elektron 2000. 26 2918. 
Gosford Tomorrows Electronics & Hi Fi, 24 7246. VIC: Ellistronics, 602 3282. Ritronics. 489 8131. QLD: L.E. 
Boughen, 36 1 277. NS Electronics, 36 5061. SA: Computer imports. 268 8065, Electronic Components & 
Equipment, 212 5999. WA: Altronics. 328 1599. Reserve Electronics, 275 2377 Tairhac. 328 1988 : 


THE ANALOGUE 
SLASHER CONTINUES 


ALL 3 MODELS ME533 
AVAILABLE * ME532 


ME531 

AND WITH 10 AMP AC/DC 
RANGE 

AUTO RANGING 

DIGITAL 

MULTIMETERS 

FROM: $ 49-95 

(MODEL 533) 

INCLUDING TAX 


OTHER FEATURES: 

• Low cost 

• Overload Protection 

• Low battery indication 

• Long battery life 

• High contrast 3V2 digit LCD display 


THIS NEW AUTORANGING DVM BY SOAR 
IS NO ACCIDENT OR FLUKE. IT HAS 
BEEN DESIGNED WITH YOU, 
THE SERVICEMAN IN MIND. 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTORS 
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jtfjyDICK SMITH 

SUPER 80 
Computer Kit 

from 




If, like me, you are fed up 
with purchasing built-up 
products, here’s your 
chance! Just imagine being 
able to tell your friends 
that you ACTUALLY 
BUILT your own full size 
computer — they probably 
won’t believe you! 

Very advanced design - but 
works with any TV set! 

The ‘Super 80’ offers a specification that we 
believe just cannot be bettered at the price. It 
uses the popular Z80 Microprocessor IC. a 
professional keyboard and has a direct RF 
output so that you can use the computer with 
any TV set (you don’t need to purchase a 
special video monitor). 


Easy to build. 


Inbuilt power supply: just add a transformer 


Enormous 16K RAM on board lets you I 
large programs (pcb allows for up to 


Inbuilt cassette interface: 300 baud Kt 
Standard allows you to load your BASIC 
from any cassette player. You can also swap programs 


Even though we would not recommend this kit 
to the raw beginner, this kit is extremely 
straightforward and easy to build. Any person 
who can use a small soldering iron and can 
solder neatly should have no difficulty in 
construction. This is because of the unique 
double side board design which means there is 
virtually no other wiring. The board is covered 
with professional ‘solder mask’; this makes 
soldering much easier without the problems of 
bridges, etc. Once the components are 
soldered onto the board in their marked 
positions over 98% of the construction is 
completed. Even if you cannot get the 
completed kit to work, we have a special 
“Sorry Dick it doesn’t work” repair service to 

Lower price, higher 
specification - how is it done? 

Most computers sold in Australia are 
manufactured in the U.S.A. where extremely 
high labour rates prevail - and you pay dearly 
for this on built up units. With this computer 
kit, you provide the labour and therefore save 
a fortune. And remember, this computer does 
not have a small toy-like calculator keyboard 
but a full size professional typewriter 
keyboard. 


Full size professional 60 key 
keyboard allows ease of opera 


THE ABOVE PHOTO SHOWS THE BASIC BOARD WITH THE FOLLOWING 


Advanced programming 
capability. 

One of the most popular computers in the 
world (the Tandy TRS80 Level 1) only has 
4K of BASIC. The BASIC we have with this 
unit is a large 9K. When you consider that 
our popular Sorcerer computer (over 2.000 
sold) only has an 8K BASIC and sells for 
over $1.000. it is obvious that by building 
yourself, you are saving real money. 

Electronics Australia/ 

Dick Smith design. 

This is not a half baked design with no back 
up. The resources of Electronics Australia. 
Australia’s most popular electronics magazine, 
and Dick Smith Electronics have combined to 
design and bring you this kit in the interests of 
computer enthusiasts actually building and not 
just buying. The design is fully Australian. 


Imagine how much you 
will learn! 

Most computer enthusiasts can program a 
computer but would have absolutely no id 
how to build one. By building this kit you will 
learn both the technical side of construction, 
how it works and then how to program. What 
a fantastic background for a future . . . 


Sectional construction. 

We have designed this kit not only for the 
serious computer user but also for first time 
users like the student or hobbyist. This is why 
we have a short form kit which may be added 
to as you build (and as you have the money!). 
For example, you may build the computer 
originally and operate it with 'BASIC on tap 
and then add ‘BASIC in ROM', add the 
S-100 and provide other parts at a later stage. 




















DICK SMITH 
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LED Sandglass: an 
electronic eggtimer 


Have you ever tried to boil an egg in free fall or during a lunar orbit 
and found that your old sandglass eggtimer didn’t work? Well your 
problems are now over with our new LED Sandglass. It measures 
time intervals of up to five minutes, giving you a perfect hard or soft 
boiled egg every time, and even sounds a buzzer when it’s finished 
timing. 


by RON 

The old sandglass or "hourglass" is a 
convenient way to measure short time 
periods such as when boiling eggs (or 
timing TV programs between commer¬ 
cial breaks). Unfortunately it's hardly in 
keeping with all the advances made in 
electronics so we've come up with an 
electronic version that's completely 
solid-state, uses a LED display, and 
features a buzzer to indicate when the 


)E JONG 

set time has elapsed. 

No longer must you put up with "run¬ 
ny" eggs that turn your toast into a soggy 
mess, or one that is so hard that Pro¬ 
fessor Julius Sumner Miller would prefer 
to squeeze it into a milk bottle using at¬ 
mospheric pressure ("fire goes 
out... reduction in pressure ... egg on 
top" - kerplop! What a stypid ad). Our 
LED Sandglass is much more sensible. 



As can be seen from the photograph, 
we have arranged 30 LEDs in the shape 
of a sandglass. When the unit is first turn¬ 
ed on all the LEDs in the top "bulb" will 
be on. As time passes, the topmost LEDs 
will turn off in sequence and the cor¬ 
responding LEDs in the bottom bulb will 
turn on, giving the impression of sand 
dribbling from the top bulb to the lower. 

As an added feature we have included 
a mercury switch so that, at the comple¬ 
tion of timing, the unit can be turned up¬ 
side down just like a real sandglass. This 
automatically resets the circuit and the 
"sand" begins to pour back into the other 
bulb — figuratively speaking, that is! You 
can also reset the circuit in mid-cycle by 
turning the unit upside down, with all the 
"sand" immediately going back to the 
top bulb. 

So in some respects our LED Sandglass 
is actually better than a real sandglass. 
After all, a real sandglass cannot be in¬ 
stantaneously reset in mid-cycle, doesn't 
have a buzzer, and cannot be seen in the 
dark! Mind you, we have yet to meet the 
person who wishes to boil an egg while 
free-falling in pitch darkness, but you 
never know! 

THE CIRCUIT 

The circuit of the LED Sandglass is 
straightforward, using just four low-cost 
CMOS ICs, 30 LEDs, and a handful of 
other components. Heart of the circuit is. 
the 4015B 1C, which contains two in¬ 
dependent 4-bit serial in/parallel out shift 
registers. Each shift register has a clock 
input, data input, reset and four parallel 
outputs. 

We have wired the 4015B to form a 
single 8-bit shift register by connecting 
the clock and reset inputs Together and 
the last output of the first shift register 
(ICIa) to the data input of the second 
register (ICIb). The eight outputs of the 
resulting 8-bit register, Q1A to Q4B, are 
connected to an array of LEDs, each out¬ 
put driving two LEDs to the positive sup- 


We estimate that the current cost 
of parts for this project is about 

$25 

including sales tax. 











The mercury switch provides an instant reset function and enables the LED Sandglass to be used either way up. 



ply rail and two to ground via current 
limiting resistors. 

While the visual arrangement of LEDs 
on the circuit differs from the front panel 
layout, the basic scheme is really very 
simple: the LEDs going to the supply are 
arranged in the "top" bulb and those to 
ground are in the "bottom" bulb. 

When the unit is first turned on a brief 
reset pulse is applied to the register, set¬ 
ting all the outputs to zero. This will 
cause all the LEDs connected to the sup¬ 
ply to turn on, and those to ground to 
turn off - in other words all the LEDs in 
the top bulb are on and those in the bot¬ 
tom bulb are off. A logic high is then 
clocked into the shift register at the data 
input, pin 7 of IC1, which causes the first 
output (Q1A) to go high, turning two of 
the LEDs in the top bulb off ana two in 
the bottom bulb on. Effectively two 
"grains" of sand have fallen from the top 
bulb to the bottom bulb. 

As the shift register is further clocked 
the remaining outputs, Q2A to Q4B, will 
go high in sequence until eventually all 
the LEDs in the top bulb are off and all 
those in the bottom bulb are on. 

What has happened is that the 8-bit 
register has been progressively filled up 
with logic highs (or ones). When the 
sandglass is subsequently turned over, 
the register is progressively filled up with 
logic lows (or zeros). 

Whether zeros or ones are loaded into 


When the mercury switch is closed, the 
output of IC4c will be low, and when the 
switch is open the output of IC4c will be 
high. 


The mercury switch is 


the register is determined by the data in¬ 
put, pin 7, of ICIa which is driven by 
Schmitt trigger IC4c. IC4c, in turn, is con¬ 
trolled by IC4b and a mercury switch. 
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b JUST UURAP" 


JUST UURAP Replacement Wire 


SOAR 

MODEL 501A 


4 digit large LED display. 
Add $3 P&P and certified ^ 
mail for specs. 579 


10 TURN POTENTIOMETERS 


50R, 100R. 200R, 
500R, IK. 2K. 5K, 
10K. 20K, 50K, 


10 + 


$8.50 
9 d $7.90 


EPROM PROGRAMMER KIT 

Kit of parts as featured in Electronics 
Australia July, 1980. Programs 
2708, 2716 and 2532. Use with 
TRS80, Sorcerer, and Compucolor. 
Kit does not include connector from 
the programmer to computer. 

Complete Kit . $72.49 

Kit without case .$59.99 

Pack and post . $2.50 


DIG CAPACITANCE METER 

Kit of parts featured in Electronics 
Australia March, 1980. Four digits. 

Complete Kit . $52.49 

Kit without case . $39.99 

Pack and post . $2.50 


B EPROM 
s 10 UI 


555 s 10 up 
BD139 10 up 
BD140 10 up 
SCI410 10 up 
SC151D 10 up 
RED LEDS 10 up 
RED LEDS 100 up 
YELLOW LEDS 10 up 
8 PIN l/C SKTS 10 up 
BC548 
BC549 
MJ802 

6.800/50V CAPS (LUG) 
5.600/40V CAPS (PCB) . 


CLAMP 

METER 

MODEL YF-700 

Top of the range model AC 
Voltage 150V 300V 600V AC 
Current 6A 15A 60A 150A 
300 A. Resistance 5kfi 
(Midscole 200Q) 

was $49.99 

NOW ONLY 

$43.55 


SCHUGART SA 41 


ETI636 MOTHERBOARD 
7 Slot Motherboard $90.00 
Built and Tested $120.00 
ACTIVELY TERMINATED 


INTERSIL LCD $34.50 

3'4 DIGIT PANEL METER KITS 

Build a working DPM in ’/2-hour with 


iV (for the 7106) 01 


I COMPUTER COMPONENTS 

Attention Sorcerer & TRS 80 owners. Memory expansion 
kits available. We also offer full service on the popular com¬ 
puter projects and systems. 

SPECIAL 4116 RAM OFFER 

8 OFF PRIME SPEC 4116 l/Cs $16.00 

16 4116s for $31.00 

STATIC RAM KIT 16K S-100 

2114 $1.95; 2716 $5.90; 2708 $5.90 

DIP PLUGS 

mount components on ' ' 

14 pin $1.20 24 pin $1.20 

16 pin $1.40 40 pins $5 

COMPUTER 

COOLING FANS 

Muffin fan 4%" square 

110V $39.50 

240V $26.50 

Range of larger fans available. Send for 

POWER TRANSFORMERS 

SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR 
MICROCOMPUTERS 

• Good regulation electrostatic shield 

• Rl 810 

8 V @ 10A 2 X 15V @ 1A $24.50 

• Rl 820 8V <g 20A 15V & 1A 

15V<s3A $35.50 

cermet tingle 
TURN TRIM POT 

Spectral model 63P 

4 ACTUAL SIZE 

/ ' STOCK VALUES , 

10R, 20R. 50R, 100R. 200R. 500R, 1 K. 

20 TURN 

CERMET jfeltfilii- 
TRIM POT 

SPgCTROL 43P 

ACTUAL SIZE 

STOCK RESISTANCE VALUES 

10R 20R 50R 10CR 2OCR RCCR IK 

2K, 5K. 10K. 20K. 50K. 200K, 500K, 

1M, 2M. 

1—9 $1.00 

10—99 0.90 

100 0.80 

Values may be mixed. 

P C. EDGE CONNECTORS 

2K, 5K. 10K. 20K. 50K. 100K, 200K. 
500K. 1 M, 2M. 

1—9 $1.40 

10—99 $1.30 

1°° v | b ■ d $1,2 ° 

SI00 gold plated wire wrap $8.50 

SI00 solder tail $6.90 

43/B6 solder tail $8.50 

43/86 gold plated wire wrap $10.50 

Hexadecimal Keypad 

$26. 50/each , 


MULTIDIALS 


BUILT A 
DREAM YET! 

ELECTRONIC AUSTRALIA 
MICROCOMPUTER PROJECT 
Kit for main board (including 
programme 2708) $109.00 

Also available re-designed 
6802 PCB $11.90 

PCB (Fibre glass) only $10.90 

2708 programmed $15.50 

Key Pad 19 Keys $24.50 

Kit (less key pad) $94.00 

PCB for power supply $3.50 


J Bankcard No.. 
||£ Expiry Date. 

; Name . 

| Signature .... 


Prices subject to change without notice. Send 60c and SAE for free catalogues 
MAIL ORDERS: PO Box 135, Northcote, Vic 3070. Minimum pack and post $1.00 


ROD IRVING ELECTRONICS 

425 HIGH STREET, NORTHCOTE 3070. MELBOURNE. VICTORIA. Ph (03) 489 8131 
















































WIRING DIAGRAM 


LED Sandglass 

One other aspect of the shift register 
circuit which should be mentioned is 
that the pin 10 and pin 2 outputs of IC1 
do not directly drive the LEDs but go via 
XOR gates IC2a and IC2b. This was done 
because the LEDs represent an ap¬ 
preciable load to the CMOS outputs, 
preventing them from switching to the 
correct logic levels to drive the data in¬ 
put (pin 15) of ICIb and (pin 9) of IC2c. 

Actually the transition voltage of 
CMOS is VaVcc and this, coupled with the 
output characteristics of buffered or "B" 
series CMOS, means that the circuit 
would probably .still work. However, 
because we had the two XOR gates to 
spare, we decided to play it safe. 

Note also that we have only used one 
LED to ground and supply on the 
Q4B output of the shift register. This is 
simply an artistic requirement since only 
15 LEDs are required in each "bulb". 

The oscillator connected to the clock 
input of the shift register is comprised of 
IC4d, a Schmitt trigger using just one 
resistor and a capacitor. Because of the 
very low frequency required we have to 
use correspondingly large resistor and 
capacitor values, in this case a 560kl2 
resistor and a 22/zF tantalum. To ensure 
that leakage current in the capacitor 
does not load the 560kl2 resistor, we 
have specified a tantalum or low leakage 
electrolytic. 

Due to variations in the trigger levels of 
the Schmitt there may be some variation 
in the frequency of the oscillator from 
unit to unit. We therefore suggest that 
the unit be calibrated by timing and the 
560kl2 resistor adjusted accordingly. The 
time taken for the sandglass to empty is 
proportional to the resistor value and in¬ 
creases with increasing resistance. On 
our unit, the values shown gave a time 
interval of three minutes. 

So far we have a circuit that works as a 
LED sandglass. We now have to add ad¬ 
ditional circuitry to reset the unit when it 
is turned upside down in the middle of 
timing, ie while the "sand" is still flowing. 
First off, we have to detect when the 
sandglass has "emptied", and this is done 
using IC2c, an XOR gate. One input of 
IC2c is connected to the data input of 
the shift register and the other is 
connected to the output. When the data 
input and final output are the same, ie 
the register has fully shifted and the glass 
is empty, IC2c will go low. 

Another XOR gate, IC2d, is used to 
detect when the unit is turned over. One 
of its inputs is connected to the output of 
IC4c which, as we mentioned earlier, is 
low or high depending on whether the 
unit is right way up or upside down (ie 
whether or not the mercury switch is 
closed). The other input of IC2d is also 
connected to IC4c, but via an RC delay 
network consisting of a 10kl2 resistor and 
.001 aiF capacitor. The effect of this is that 
when the unit is flipped over IC4cs out- 



PARTS LIST 

1 printed circuit board, 87sg9, 
132mm x 82mm 

1 zippy box, 759 x 95 x 57 mm 
7 mercury switch 
4 7.5V "C" cells 
7 battery holder for 4 "C" cells 
7 SPOT miniature toggle switch 
4 25mm brass standoffs 
7 6 V buzzer 

SEMICONDUCTORS 
7 4015B CMOS dual shift register 
1 74C14 Hex Schmitt trigger 
1 4011 quad NAND gate 
1 4030B or 4070B quad XOR gate 
1 BC547 NPN transistor 


1 1N4148 diode 
30 large red LEDs 
CAPACITORS 

1 22nF 76 VW tantalum 

2 10fiF 76VW electrolytic 

1 0.01 nF greencap or ceramic 
1 .001 nF greencap or ceramic 

RESISTORS (all 'AW, 5%): 

1 x 56 OkQ 2 x lOOkQ, 3 x 10kU, 2 X 
47012, 74 x 22012 

NOTE: The “6” suffix on a CMOS 1C 
part number indicates that it is a buf¬ 
fered device. Where specified, buf¬ 
fered devices must be used. 


put changes, changing the pin 12 input 
of IC2d immediately and the pin 13 input 
after the RC time delay. Since the output 
of an XOR gate is high when the two in¬ 
puts are at different logic levels a brief 
nigh pulse will be generated by IC2d. 

The two outputs of IC2d and IC2c are 
NANDed together by IC3d. Since IC2d 
goes high briefly when the unit is turned 
over ana IC2c is high when the unit is still 
counting, the output of IC3d will go low 
when the unit is turned over during 
counting. IC3c effectively ORs this signal 
with a power on reset signal to pin 8 and 
generates a reset pulse which is applied 
to the master reset pins of the shift 
register. This "OR" function results 
because if either the output of IC3d or 
the power on reset is low, Oc's output 
will go high causing a reset. 


The power on reset circuit consists 
very simply of a 10kl2 pull-up resistor 
and a 10/tF capacitor to ground. The 
10fiF capacitor is initially discharged so 
when power is first applied the low logic 
level causes the output of IC3c to go 
low, resetting the shift register. After a 
short period, given by the time constant 
of the resistor and capacitor, the 10/xF 
capacitor will charge up to a voltage 
above the VA/cc transition point and the 
pin 8 input of IC3c goes high. 

Finally, we have added a buzzer which 
is turned on when the LED Sandglass has 
finished counting. This is done by con¬ 
necting the output of IC2c to Schmitt in¬ 
verter IC4f. IC2c goes low when coun¬ 
ting finishes so the output of IC4f will go 
high, turning on transistor Q1 via a 10kl2 
current limiting resistor. The transistor 
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LED Sandglass 


ACTUAL-SIZE ARTWORK 



Actual-size PCB and front panel artworks. Finished boards 
and panels are available from the usual retail, outlets. 



drives a 6V buzzer, while a diode across 
the buzzer suppresses inductive spikes 
which could damage the transistor. 

Power is obtained from four "C" cells 
and switched via SI. Current consump¬ 
tion of the unit is about 40mA, giving an 
expected battery life of about 80 hours 
or about 1600 hard-boiled eggs. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Construction of the unit is simplified by 
having most of the components in¬ 
cluding the LEDs, mounted on a single 
printed circuit board (PCB), coded 81sg9 
and measuring 132mm x 82mm. Mount 
the resistors, links and capacitors first, 
leaving the CMOS ICs and mercury 
switch till last. Use the overlay diagram 
included in this article as a guide to com¬ 
ponent placement and orientation. Note 
particularly the orientation of the LEDs, 
remembering that the anode lead of 
most LEDs is slightly longer than the 
cathode lead and that there is a flat on 
66 ELECTRONICS Australia, Novembe 


the rim of the LED near the cathode. 

When mounting the CMOS ICs take 
special precautions to avoid damage 
due to static electricity. Use an earthed 
soldering iron and solder the supply pins 
first (usually 7 and 14 or 8 and 16) to 
enable the internal input protection 
diodes. The mercury switch is mounted 
last of all, taking care not to break the 
glass bulb. 

With all the components mounted the 
board can now be mounted inside a 
suitable case. We used a standard plastic 
zippy box measuring 159 x 95 x 51mm, 
and mounted the board using 25mm 
brass standoffs. Due to the height of the 
"C" cell battery pack, we had to add 
three nuts to the brass standoffs to clear 
the board from the batteries. The battery 
pack should be secured using a suitable 
clamp made from scrap aluminium. 

Actual size artwork for a front panel is 
shown elsewhere in this article and can 
be used to produce a Scotchcal front 
r, 1981 


panel. Finished front panels can also be 
obtained from the usual retail outlets. 

After sticking the Scotchcal panel onto 
the aluminium lid of the box drill holes 
for the LEDs using a small diameter drill, 
then ream out the holes from the Scot¬ 
chcal side of the panel. 

Next mount the on/off switch and 
buzzer and complete the wiring to the 
board. Briefly recheck the orientation of 
the ICs, electrolytics and LEDs and also 
check for solder bridges between tracks. 
If all is well switch on the unit right side 
up. All the LEDs in the top bulb should 
initially be on and they should gradually 
turn off over a period of about three 
minutes with the corresponding LEDs on 
the bottom turning on. 

If longer or shorter times than three 
minutes are required the 560kQ resistor 
connected to IC4d should be increased 
or decreased proportionally. 

So that's it. Now you can cook the 
perfect egg every time! ® 

































AMPLIFIER SECISATiOflS! 

Even our jaded and cynical staff are amazed. We have been absolutely swamped with orders for the new ETI 5000 Pre-amp 
and Power Amp. 

One day all high quality Hi Fi amps will have MOSFET finals. If you can't wait until then why not look at this great ETI 

We call the power MOSFET's "Bomb Proof". By this we mean that it is most difficult to destroy them by fair means or foul. 
Because they do not suffer from thermal runaway, (as bipolar transistors do) you don't need complex distortion - producing 
circuits to protect them. The MOSFETs don't suffer from secondary breakdown either. 

The Pre-amp is now available (at last!) and we have had the opportunity to have a close look at it too. We believe that like the 
power amp, it offers die maximum performance available from current technology. 

If you are a perfectionist or are just not happy with what you have got now this system could be for you. You owe it to 
yourself once in your lifetime to bestow upon yourself "the best". 

In the case of amplifiers, this is it. 


5000 POWER AMPLIFIER 5000 CONTROL PREAMP 


Control being the operative word. With this preamp you are in TOTAL 

With 3 x phono inputs and 5 OTHER input facilities, you can dub to 
TWO (2) tape decks - say one cassette and one reel-to-reel. Once again 
we have used 1% 50ppm metal film resistors throughout - even where 
not specified by Dave Tillbrook. 

For further information see the specifications summary below: 





lency Response — 15Hz 
Hz @ +0, -IdB. Distortion 
- 0.003% on all inputs. 
Hatio - high level input 92 
MM input 86dB, MC input 
3. For other specs see mag. 


EXCLUSIVE!!! 

- English "Lorlin" switches used 

- Metalwork exactly as per project 

- description 

- Special Nylon grommets used to 
insulate jacks 

- Metal film 1% resistors used 

- Specially imported solid 

Aluminium knobs __ 

- FREE! Pair of GOLD PLATED 


EXCLUSIVE!!! 

- Metal film 1% resistors used 

- All Aluminium panels now anodised 

- Original dsign chassis 1 


Heavy gauge extruded section heatsink 
bracket 

prewound output chokes 
Flux shorting straps on transformers 
And then there's the Superfinish heat¬ 
sink 



r SUPER FI NISH front panel. Special fine grain Aluminium 
* machined, drilled and tapped and finished in special low-glos 
black enamel. This panel stands up to a close inspection. 

" OR $299 TOTAL WITH THE 5000 POWER AMP" 


ETI485/JAYCAR 2010 EQUALISER 1/3 OCTAVE 28 BAND EQUALISER 


NEW Mkll model with QUAD-FETs 

We have upgraded the performance of this popular kit by taking 
advantage of the new high technoloav J-FET input op-amps. 

The Mkll Stereophonic Equaliser 


NEW Mkll model at NO EXTRA 

CHARGE!! 



"s throughout - replacing Bipolar OP 

..—it 5 intermodulation distortion 

I new assembly instructions 

Y," x 19" rack cabinet (prepunched) supplied 

ge anodised silk screened front panel 


380 Sussex St Sydney 2000 

Ph. 2646688 Telex 72293 
Mail Orders To: Box K-39 Haymarket 2000 
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If you can't hear a click , try a bleep! 


Fit this audible 
turn signal indicator 


Have you ever had other motorists brandishing their fists 
at you because your traffic indicators didn’t cancel? Fix 
that problem by building this audible monitor which gives 
bursts of 500Hz tone in unison with the traffic indicators. 

by PAUL DE NOSKOWSKI 


"Why doncher turn ya bl—y indicators 

off, ya.mug!" Maybe this problem 

has happened to you. You might have 
been burbling down the bitumen with 
your latest cassette of Charlie and the 
Cockroaches bashing the ole eardrums, 
blissfully unaware of your uncancelled 
traffic indicators flashing merrily away. 
No wonder that passing motorist looked 
a trifle livid! 

This simple circuit will solve that pro¬ 
blem once and for all and you will not be 
accused of being deaf or having other 
inadequacies. 

We spent considerable time in¬ 
vestigating the ways in which vehicle 
designers have connected together the 
flasher, switch, signal lights, and interior 
repeater lights. To put it mildly, we were 
surprised. The number of combinations 
appears endless. Although all the 
designs are basically similar, it is the 
details where the differences occur. And 
this created problems for us in coming 
up with a unit which could have univer¬ 
sal application. 

From our investigations it appears that 



Construction is easy — just follow the above 
photograph. At right is the circuit. 
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the active conductors between the turn 
signal switch and the left and right 
front signal lights are the only connect¬ 
ions which are common to all systems. 
Thus our unit is interfaced with these 
two conductors. Each of these conduc¬ 
tors is connected to the anode of a 
diode, with the cathodes of the two 
diodes being joined together. This junc¬ 
tion is taken to the positive terminal of a 
9 volt electronic buzzer, whose negative 
terminal is returned to ground via a 
series 4.7 volt zener diode. The purpose 
of this zener diode is to both optimise 
the voltage across the 9 volt buzzer, and 
to offset the residual voltage across- the 
turn signal lamps. 

"What residual voltage across the 
lamps," did we hear you say? Well, dur¬ 
ing normal operation there is a residual 
voltage of some two to three volts 
across the flashing lamps during the 
visual "off' part of the signal; ana it is 
provided by an internal circuit in the 
vehicle's flasher. The flasher contains a 
pair of normally-open contacts which are 
connected in series between the battery 
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and the lamps. Paralleled across these 
contacts is a heating element which 
completes the circuit to the lamps, 
allowing current to flow and thus pro¬ 
viding a residual voltage in the "off' part 
of the cycle. 

Operation of the turn signal switch in¬ 
itiates the above condition (flasher 
globes being preheated, and flasher 
heater warming up). After about a 
quarter of a second, expansion of the 
flasher heater reduces the spring tension 
holding the contacts apart, so that they 
now close; applying full voltage to the 
lamps, and de-energising the heater, 
such that it now cools. After a further 
quarter of a second, the heater has cool¬ 
ed sufficiently for the spring tension to 
be restored thus reopening the contacts, 
This extinguishes the signal lamps and re¬ 
applies power to the heater, with the cy¬ 
cle repeating itself. This will continue un¬ 
til such time as the turn signal switch is 
restored to "off'. 

It should be noted that although the 
residual current through the globes ap¬ 
pears to be a by-product of the opera¬ 
tion of the flasher, its presence ensures 
that the lamp filaments are always 
preheated prior to "flashing". Benefits 
are twofold. Firstly, the preheating pro¬ 
vides a faster visual switch-on at the start 
of each flash. Secondly, it increases the 
service life of the globes. 

As many of the readily-available small 
electronic buzzers operate down to 
voltages as low as three or four volts, it 
was necessary for us to offset the 
residual voltage, which could, in some 
circumstances be high enough to main¬ 
tain continuous buzzer operation during 









the visual "off' periods. Using a 4.7 volt 
zener diode provides an ample margin 
of safety, and provides a nominal 9 volts 
to the 9 volt buzzer; during normal vehi¬ 
cle operation where the system voltage 
is set to function at about 14 volts (note 
that the diode OR gates introduce an ad¬ 
ditional 0.6 volts offset, making a total 
offset of approx 5.3 volts). 

CONSTRUCTION 

We constructed the prototype on a 
printed circuit board measuring 61 x 
56mm and coded 81au11. Standard auto 
electrical connectors are used for mak¬ 
ing connections to the board and to the 
vehicle's wiring harness. 

Commence assembly by installing and 
soldering into place the three diodes. 
Follow the overlay provided to ensure 
that all diodes afe correctly polarised. 


PARTS LIST 

7 printed circuit board 81au11, 
measuring 67 x 56mm 

4 18mm threaded spacers 

8 10mm round head screws to suit 
spacers 

1 miniature 9V electronic buzzer 

2 8BA Screws and nuts for mounting 
buzzer 

3 male auto-type 14" flat blade ter¬ 
minals, Utilux HI 170, HU 88, 
HU89, HI 925 or equivalent 

2 1N4001 silcon diodes or equivalent 

1 1N4732 4.7V 1W zener diode or 
equivalent 

3 female auto-type 14" receptacles, 
Utilux type H1071, H1072, H1956, 
HI 961, H1972 or equivalent 

3 insulating sleeves for female 14" 
receptacles, Utilux type HU35 or 
equivalent 

2 four-way female "bullet" adapters, 
Utilux type H862 or equivalent 

6 male "bullet" connectors, Utilux 
type H852, H863 or equivalent 

14 metre green 2.5mm auto cable 

3 metres blue (or white) 2.5mm auto 
cable 

3 metres yellow (or orange) 2.5mm 
auto cable 


Although current model vehicles use a 
negative ground system (and our unit is 
naturally designed to function with 
them), quite a few earlier model 
vehicles, such as Morris 850s and Mini de 
Luxes, operate on a positive ground 
system. For these vehicles you will have 
to reverse the polarity (ie, the connec¬ 
tions) of all four components on the 
board. 

Having installed the diodes, install and 
solder into place the three auto-type 14" 
flat blade terminals. Depending upon the 
exact style of terminals supplied with 
your kit, it may be desirable to shorten 
the rear of the terminal so that the pro¬ 
jection from the copper side of the 
board is no greater than 1 or 2mm. In ad- 


DICK SMITH 
ELECTRONICS 



On Parramatta Rd 


Yes! Dick Smith Electronics, your 
one-stop electronics supermarket, 
has a branch open 7 days per week! 
Now you won't be caught short 
looking for a .001 uF greencap to 
finish a project on Sunday afternoon. 
Just call into Dick Smith Electronics- 
Auburn! 

•Open 9AM - 5.30PM Mon-Fri, 8.30 
- 12 noon Sat & 10AM - 2 PM Sunday 

145 Parramatta Rd, 
Auburn Ph 648 0558 




To: Electronics Australia, PO Box 163, 
Chippendale 2008. 

Please send me . copies of 

“PROJECTS & CIRCUITS NO. 2” at 
$3.70 each. (Price includes packing and 
postage.) 


You won’t 
want to 
miss this.. 


27 DO-IT-YOURSELF 
PROJECTS FROM 
ELECTRONICS 
AUSTRALIA 

You can’t afford to miss out on this 
exciting new book from “Elec¬ 
tronics Australia”. Here are just a 
few of the protects it contains: 
loudspeaker protector, digital 
metronome, active filter, drill 
speed control, variable power 
supply, wiper control unit, tach 
and dwell meters, CDI, digital 
clock ... plus many more. Get 
your copy now! 

Use this handy order form 
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CONSTRUCTION 


Audible Turn Signal Monitor 


dition, it will probably be necessary to 
fold over the "ears" on the rear of the 
terminals in order for them to pass 
through the 3.5mm clearance holes on 
the PCB. 

Finally, attach the electronic buzzer to 
the PCB, with the aid of the screws and 
nuts provided. The buzzer has two "fly¬ 
ing leads", one red, the other black, for 
connection to the circuit. Cut the 
positive (red) lead to length, and solder 
to the pad connected to the junction of 
the 1N4001 diodes. Likewise, cut the 
negative (black) lead to length, pass 
through the hole in the PCB, and solder 
to the pad connected to the cathode of 
the zener diode. To complete the PCB, 
screw the four 18mm threaded spacers 
to its base. 

To check the board, connect one of its 
inputs to the positive terminal of a 12 to 
15 volt DC supply (car battery or bench 
supply), and its ground terminal to the 
negative of the supply. The buzzer 
should sound. If OK, change the positive 
lead to the other input. Once again, the 
buzzer should sound. 

INSTALLATION 

Because of the many differences in 
mechanical construction and electrical 
wiring that are present in different makes 
and models of cars, we suggest that you 
borrow or buy a Workshop Manual for 
your particular vehicle to assist in 
locating and identifying the required 
cables, and other parts. 

With the aid of a lead light or torch, in¬ 
vestigate behind the dashboard and in¬ 
strument panel to find a suitable place 
for mounting the completed board. Hav¬ 
ing decided upon a position, install the 
board. 

Now, referring to your Workshop 
Manual, identify the leads connecting 
the outputs of the turn signal switch to 
the left and right front signal lamps. In 
most cases the Manual will provide the 
colours of the leads, and also the 
presence of all connectors between the 
turn signal switch and the signal lamps. 

Having established the required col¬ 
ours, carefully inspect the wiring bet¬ 
ween the steering column and the 
bulkhead to try to locate and identify the 
desired leads. 

Having established the lead colours to 
look for, carefully inspect the vehicle 
harness to find the best place to "break 
into" the circuit and connect the traffic 
indicator monitor. On some vehicles, the 
easiest place will be underneath the 
dash but on several we looked at, the 
easiest place is in the engine compart¬ 
ment, at connectors (or branch off 
points) just behind the headlights. 

To cover such situations we have 
specified, in the parts list, that the two 
lengths of 2.5mm auto cable should 
each be 3 metres long. 

Having identified the two leads, and 
70 



Above: the Audible Turn 
Monitor is connected into 
circuit using male "bullet" 
connectors and a 4-way 
female "bullet" adapter. 
Two adapters are required, 
one for each of the front 
lamps. 


At right is an actual-size 
reproduction of the PC 
artwork. 



decided upon the most convenient 
place for the junction to be made, cut 
each in turn and fit male "bullet" connec¬ 
tors to the cut ends. Using four-way 
female bullet adapters, reconnect the 
severed leads by pressing the bullet con¬ 
nectors into opposite ends of the ap¬ 
propriate four-way adapters. 

At this point test the left and right turn 
signal indicators for normal "flashing" 
operation. Should there be a problem, 
check the connection of the cables to 
the four-way adapters. Correct the error 
and on no account proceed to the next 
step, before having solved the problem. 

Now join one of the %" quick-connect 
female receptacles to one length of 
2.5mm auto cable. Place an insulating 
sleeve on the cable prior to making the 
joint. If you have access to a suitable 
crimping tool, crimp the receptacle to 
the conductors; otherwise solder them 
together. After completing the electrical 
joint be sure to bend the end tabs over 
the cable insulation, so that any 
mechanical strain is taken by the sheath 
rather than the conductors. Repeat the 


We estimate that the current cost 
of parts for this project is 
approximately 

$ 7.50 

including sales tax. 


above procedure with the other length 
of 2.5mm auto cable. 

Attach these two cables to the PC 
board's input circuit by firmly pressing 
them onto the 14" flat blade terminals. 
Lay the cables neatly with the original 
equipment wiring behind the dash - 
either using lacing or cable clamps - and 
take them to where you have previously 
installed the four-way bullet adapters. 
Leaving sufficient cable to form two 
small "goosenecks", cut the cables and 
fit male bullet connectors to the cut 
ends. Press one connector into, say, the 
four-way adapter feeding the left side 
signal lamps; and the other bullet con¬ 
nector into the adapter feeding the right 
side signal lamps. 

Join the remaining 14" quick-connect 
receptacle to the green 2.5mm auto 
cable, as described for the previous two 
receptacles. Press this receptacle onto 
the "ground" terminal of the PC board. 
Find a suitable nut and bolt behind the 
dashboard (or on the bulkhead) to which 
the other end of the green cable can be 
secured (to provide an earth return for 
the audible monitor). 

This completes the installation, and the 
unit may be tested by operating the turn 
signal switch (with the ignition on, or in 
the "accessories" position). You should 
hear bursts of 500Hz tone synchronised 
with the visual flashes from the front and 
rear signal lamps. Voila! Happy 
motoring. $ 
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WHY PAY 
$ 1278 ? 


_e of the best transceivers i: 
world, at a true bargain price! 
Dick Smith has iust made a scoop purchase of the entire 
manufacturer's stock of the famous FT107M transceivers - at an 
incredible discount. 

They have all the outstanding features that have made the FT107M 
Australia's most popular top-line transceiver, and include all of the 
current legal amateur bands. (They don't have the new WARC 
bands included - but why pay hundreds of dollars more for bands 
we may NEVER get to use?) 
Hurry: stocks are strictly limited - and as we bought the entire 
manufacturer's stock, this offer can NEVER BE REPEATED! 


YOU REAP *22_, 

THE BENEFIT f SPECIFICATIONS: ^ 


N DC (SSB), 80W DC 
/ tor 10dB S/N (SSB/ 


Input power: 24G 

(AM, FSK) 

Sensitivity: 0 25u 


Selectivity: 2.4kHZ(-6dB), 4kHZ (-60dB) 
SSB, cent, variable from 300 to 2400Hz 

Carrier Suppression: better than40dB 
Spurious radiation: better thanf" 3 " 

Power requirements: 240V & 13 5V 


THE MANY BENEFITS OF BUYING YAESU FROM 1 

DICK SMITH 

• We sell more Yaesu than anyone else: so we have the best stocks, at 
the best prices (tell us if we re wrong!) 

• We have the largest service centre: if something does go wrong with 
your Yaesu, we can fix it fastest! 

• We honour Yaesu's 12 month guarantee - beware of others who may 
offer you only a 90 day warranty. 

• Dick Smith Electronics have over 22 stores throughout Australia - plus 
over 200 approved re-sellers. You're never far from friendly help. 

• We know amateur radio - we have 32 licensed amateur radio 
operators on the staff including Dick Smith & Ike Bain the Managing 
Director. 

A ND WE GIVE YOUA FUU 12 MONTH GUARANTEE!! 

FINANCE TO APPROVED PERSONAL CUSTOMERS OR USE YOURBANKCARD^l 
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Most popular 
communications 
receiver in the 
world! 



™$&? YAESU 


FRO- 7 


» Operates irom 100/120/220/240V AC or 13.5V 
P. C . , . _IIV15X 29cm. 


?i 5 ?* 5 sr 

SAVE $40 


DICK SMITH 
Electronics 

Australia's largest 
supplier and Yaesu 
factory approved 
distributer & 
service centre. 


Yaesu’s brilliant 
PRO 7700 /SW 



There's not much w 

wsr: 


TOP OF THE 

RANGE SSB/HP| 
transceivers 




OPTIONAL MEMORY 

UNIT ?“f™££S’ 149 " 

bequencies. Great^oi^ inc 


- Antenna 

?»kf£ < 30MHi » provide Tuner *71' 

strong signals above 2MHz £ 

PRV 7700 VHP 2-6 
metre converter 



FANTASTIC 
FT-107 DMS 


■ 


ONLY 1328 

Antenna Coupler 

FC 107^-2873 

mm sszs. 


107? Not ... . 

Designed to match the 107 | 
t just at home with any trai 


ONLY «■ 


80S 

FT- 902 D , 

our most popular 
HP transceiver 


I this high performance hequen 


I VHF Ustening! 

NEWWEWHVEW! 

VHP > ■ “ - 

dandy FM 
Transceiver 

ET-208R 


', e ,'up«o"piu e s only 

Makes g iea ^°| 

D-2844 X &• 


le FT-208R transceiver brings a new flexibility to 
day's active 2M operator. An easy to read LCD 



MOBILE 

CHARGER 


The Yaesu PA-2 is a 
obile charger, come 
>ply. Suited for 
07R & FT208R 


uses ine power iron 
your 12V battery whei 
mobile. Also recharges 
-? battery 





D-2853 

The FT-902D hi 


_even FM ^ 

greaTwith tta"nsve"iteis), & all bands ii 
(including WARC). 9 ®' ^goWPEP input, 

s „r:, pio soca ■ 1 " 


ONLY 8 


I This coupler can feed I 
anything from a random 

- length of wire to a bee- 

s load perfectly so you c 

deliver more power up there where. 
wanted 1 Suits all bands, has built m 
SWR/pwr meter as well. 50 or 75 ohm 
system, 500W rating. 



























































NEW! 

| 2 METRE PORTABLE 

FT 290B. 


The 1981 Radio Amateur 


Handbook ahrl 64o 


pgs 


This book is packed with subjects like: 600 MHz frequency counter, Link - 
Coupled Transmatch, Modulated RX Noise Bridge, IC op amp and sweep 
tube charts, Antenna/Preamp system for EME, Modem Band - Edge 
Marker, Pin Diode QSK System, - plus heaps more, too numerous to 
mention. Has 22 chapters of die usual high standard plus revised template 
drawings for a variety of circuit boards and some revised chapters eg. 
Power Supplies. A must for the shack! j. _ 

,OFF only $1A3S 

kB-2218 


10% ( 


14 3 


AMATEUR CALLBOOKS 

FOREIGN RADIO 


•r ALL MODE 

FM/SSB/CW 

I The FT-290R is 

only $ 395 00 
NEW! NKW; 

VHF Power boosted 
lineal amp FL'Zuo 

Ideal lor 
I all 2M| 
rigs 


I Add dus to your hand held to-al^obde 

power. Also pc up to 15W input for 

' Operates from ^ [ 2d B receiver pie- 

|00 


The Foreign Callbook contains over 300,000 
licenced radio amateurs in countries all 
over the world, giving 
call letters, name and 
address. Ideal for 
DXers. 

B-2262 


ONLY 

' 81 ” 
UNITED STATES 
\N,K&W LISTINGS 


I Contains the call letters, class name 
| address of over 300,000 licenced radio ai 
in the United States, its possessions 
lories. Great for the 
re amateur! 


ONLY 


*22 


95 


Antenna Anthology 


*6 


88 


The world far 
a. Quad V Yac 


All about cubical 
quad antennas 

sXt$g50 

80M B-23C 

Q & A for the 
novice licence 

Keith Howard VK2AKX 


ONLY 


> 839 ' 



WORLD 

ATLAS 

This 20 pg. colour world atlas 
gives diagrams of all the continents, 
plus the Polar projection & the 
West Indies - Caribbean area. A 
must for the serious DXer 


ONLY $J20 

Radio Amateur 
prefix map of 
the world 

Shows the prefix on each country 
plus capitals & major cities Also 
DX zones 

ONLY SO20 

B 2264 

DICK SMITH 
GREAT CIRCLE 
MAP 

Azimuthal equidistant projection 
of the world, with Australian Amateur 
frequencies, international radio pre- 
fixs & international 'Q' signals 
Centered on Australia. 


ONLY $^98 

B-2315 

DICK SMITH ELECTRONICS 


MAIL ORDER CENTRE: P.O. Box 321 North Ryde, NSW 2113. Ph. (02) 888 3200 Order Value 

NSW:f45Parr a m a ttaRdAuburn6480558;613Pr,ncesHvvv ACT: 96 Gladstone St Fvshwick 80 4944 OLD: 1 86 Louan $10-824.99 
“ Ur °" " VIC: 399 Lo 


Biakehurst 546 7744; 818 Ge'c 
531 Pittwater Rd Brookvale 93 0 
642 8922; 


1133;1 _ 

Id Tighas Hill 61 1896; 2< 


ill 439 5311; 30 Grose 
k St Sydney 290 3377; 1 


Adelaide 2^-M 

4. 656 Bridge F 
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DIGITAL F REQUENCY METER 

\~P 1 li n ~i 


10-SOOMHz 


POWER 


FREQUENCY PERfQQ 


NEXT 
MONTH 

500MHz 7-digit Frequency Meter 


HAS TWO 
SENSITIVE 
INPUTS 


SWITCHABLE 
GATING TIMES 

MEASURES 

PERIOD! 


ALSO FEATURING: 

* A stereo bar graph display 
with multiplexed Peak/Average 
Signal Monitoring 

* Our planning for this issue is well advanced but 
circumstances may change the final content. However, we will 
make every attempt to include the articles mentioned here. 


MAINS 

POWERED 


KEYNOTE SCIENCE FEATURE 
ARTICLE: 

Should Australian high technology industry be 
supported by the Government? Dr Clive Googan 
of the CSIRO writes on this controversial subject 
with considerable authority, in the December 
issue. 


ELECTRONICS AUSTRALIA 

Our December issue will be on sale Wednesday, Dec 2nd 
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Give your projects 
a touch of class 



make your own Scotchcal front panels 


Making your own front panels from Scotchcal photosensitive 
aluminium is easy and inexpensive. This article tells you what you 
need and gives a step-by-step procedure that takes you from art¬ 
work preparation to the finished panel. Why not give your projects a 
professional appearance? 


Regular readers will know that "Elec¬ 
tronics Australia" has published actual- 
size front panel artwork along with pro¬ 
ject descriptions for some years now. 
This artwork has been published to assist 
readers familiar with 3M Scotchcal 
photosensitive products to produce their 
own front panels, as an alternative to 
buying a commercial panel. After all, 
there is a certain amount of satisfaction 
in "rolling your own". 

But there are other advantages in pro¬ 
ducing your own front panels. For exam¬ 
ple, you can produce custom panels to 
your own design or you can save money 
if you build a lot of projects; or you can 
produce an "on-the-spot" panel if you 


are in a hurry. But what if you've never 
produced a Scotchcal panel before? 

More to the point, what materials are 
needed, how long does it take, and how 
is the artwork used? We'll answer your 
questions here by describing the pro¬ 
cedure used at "Electronics Australia" to 
produce front panels for projects. 

What is Scotchcal? 

Scotchcal is a registered trade name of 
the 3M Company and refers to a range 
of photosensitive materials and related 

K ‘ icts used to produce decorative 
and panels. A Scotchcal panel is a 
thin, flexible aluminium (or plastic) 
sheeting treated with an ultraviolet (UV) 


light-sensitive coating. When exposed 
through an artwork to untraviolet light, 
an attractive and durable panel is 
produced. 

The finished panel has a matt 
aluminium finish and is easily attached to 
any flat surface using the self-adhesive 
backing. It can be produced with either 
black lettering on a silver (natural 
aluminium) background or silver letter¬ 
ing on a black background. In addition, 
aluminium panels can be ordered in red 
or blue colours, while plastic labels can 
be red on white, black on white, black 
on clear, blue on white, black on yellow 
and green on white. 

At "Electronics Australia" we usually 
opt for the black on silver aluminium 
labels. 

Provided that due care is taken with 
the artwork and in processing, the ap¬ 
pearance of a Scotchcal panel will rival 
even factory produced panels. But the 
best part of the Scotchcal process is that 
it is quick and easy. All you need is art¬ 
work, the Scotchcal materials, a few 
other bits and pieces, and you're in 
business. 

What you need 

The Scotchcal materials required to 
make black on silver panels are: 

• 8007 exposure film; 

• 8005 sensitised aluminium; 

• 8500 developer; and 

• 3900 Gloss or 3930 Matt aerosol 
spray coating (see text). 

In addition, you will require the follow¬ 
ing items and materials: 

• A printing frame (this may be improvis¬ 
ed using two sheets of plate or float glass 

The material you need to make Scot¬ 
chcal panels and labels: artwork, a glass 
printing frame, Scotchcal photosensitive 
aluminium, Scotchcal developer, and 
clear gloss spray. 











clamped together with two bulldog 
clips); 

• Twin fluorescent light fitting (batten) 
with 20W actinic blue tubes - Philips 
TLA-05 or Sylvania F20T12BL; and 

• Artwork materials — rub-on lettering, 
model makers knife (X-Acto etc), Bishop 
stick-on pads and tapes, clear plastic film 
etc. 

The 8007 exposure film consists of a 
clear plastic base that has been coated 
with an orange UV light-sensitive emul¬ 
sion. Make sure that you only open the 
film indoors under subdued lighting con¬ 
ditions (ordinary incandescent lamps 
don't have any adverse effects). Never 
open the film outdoors or in any en¬ 
vironment where UV. light is present (eg 
near fluorescent tubes), otherwise the 
film will be ruined. 

The same precautions must be observ¬ 
ed for the 8005 sensitised aluminium 
which has a black UV light-sensitive 
coating. 

The 8500 developer is a "universal" 
developer for the Scotchcal range, and is 
used to develop both the exposure film 
and the aluminium panels. Again the 
user must follow a few simple precau¬ 
tions. 8500 developer is hightly inflam¬ 
mable and must never be used near a 
naked flame. In addition, fumes from the 
developer are toxic, so make sure that it 
is used in a well ventilated area. 

Keep these two basic points in mind 
and you'll have no problems. 

Artwork 

Artwork composed of opaque lines or 
letters on a transparent or translucent 
base may be used to produce Scotchcal 
panels. High contrast photographic 
negatives or positives give the best 
results and require the lowest exposure 
times. Translucent artworks reauire 
longer exposure times, but still, produce 
good results provided there is high con¬ 
trast between the base and the art. 

One area that can cause confusion is 
the difference between artwork positives 
and negatives. For those readers who 
are not quite sure, we will explain in 
detail since this is an important part of 
the whole process. 

When artwork is prepared at "Elec¬ 
tronics Australia", we use black lines and 
lettering on a white background. This 
master artwork is called a positive. A 
photographic negative of this artwork 
nas the lines and background reversed. 
In other words, all lines and lettering are 
now light, and the previously light 
background is now black. The 
photograph showing the completed 
panel and the original artwork clearly il¬ 
lustrates this point. 

To use artwork published in the 
magazine, you will need to have access 
to a plain-paper photocopier. Most 
public libraries have these machines 
installed. 

Make a photocopy of the artwork from 
the magazine and check to see that you 
have good contrast by holding the copy 
up to a light. This photocopy is going to 




Three steps in making a Scotchcal panel (clockwise from top , left): 7 . developing the 
negative; 2. developing the Scotchal panel; 3. coating the finished panel with clear 


be your master artwork, and will be used 
to produce a film negative. 

If you decide to make your own master 
artwork, then we recommend that you 
use one of two methods. The first is to 
prepare the artwork on drafting quality 
tracing paper. "Letraset" (trade name) 
rub-on lettering and stencils will help 
you achieve a professional result, while 
all lines should be inked in using Indian 
ink. Also available from Letraset is a 
range of special symbols to turn even 
the most ham-fisted artist into a 
Rembrandt! 

The second method is to prepare art¬ 
work on clear plastic film using rub-on 
lettering and precision slit tapes. The 
tapes, from Bishop Graphics of the USA, 
are made of black crepe paper, are self- 
adhesive, come in a range of widths, and 
are commonly used to produce printed 
circuit board patterns. 

The exposure setup 

There are two sources of UV light at 
your disposal: the Sun and special actinic 
blue fluorescent tubes. To use the Sun, 
you first have to prepare everything in¬ 


doors and, when you are ready, expose 
the photosensitive material to the 
sunlight. The main drawback with using 
the Sun is that the UV intensity varies 
widely, necessitating the use of test 
strips to determine the correct exposure 
on each occasion. 

Actinic blue fluorescent tubes are a 
more convenient and predictable light 
source. The main advantage of these is 
that exposure times are predictable since 
the UV intensity is constant and does not 
depend on the weather or time of day. 
There's just one disadvantage: the 
fluorescent tubes cost you money as op¬ 
posed to sunlight which you get for free! 

There are two types of fluorescent 
tubes suitable for use with Scotchcal pro¬ 
ducts: the Philips TLA-05 (but NOT the 
TLA-03) and the Sylvania F20T12BL. Both 
types are rated at 20W and, for best 
results, you will need at least two tubes 
mounted in a suitable batten. The bat¬ 
ten should be mounted in a wooden 
frame so that when the artwork and the 
film, clamped between the two sheets of 
glass, are laid under the tubes, the ex¬ 
posure distance is about 50mm. 
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Every Heathkit product in our ’81 catalog is designed to 
be built by people with little or no prior knowledge or 
kit-building experience. For more than a quarter of a 
century, people from every walk of life have been 
building them-successfully—and so can you. 

Heathkit products offer outstanding performance with 
kit-form savings and provide the satisfaction that comes 
from creating something of value with your own hands. 

Each kit includes a comprehensive, easy-to-understand 
assembly manual that reduces even the most complex 
operation to a simple step-by-step procedure. Every step 
is fully explained and illustrated. The possibility of error 
is practically eliminated because you check your work as 
you go. 

Find out how you can enjoy the savings, value and 
personal satisfaction of building your own Heathkit 
products, by sending for the 1981 Heathkit catalog today! 



Warburton Frank! Heathkit Centre 

220 Park Street, South Melbourne, Vic. 3205. Phone: 699 4999 

Name.. 

Address.... 

State...Postcode.. 

(EA/11/81) 

























Scotchcal Front Panels 


A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE 


This spacing is about optimum for cor¬ 
rect exposure. If the artwork you have is 
so large that it cannot be evenly il¬ 
luminated by two tubes, then you will 
have to add additional tubes. 

Making the negative 

To make the aluminium panel, we first 
need to make a negative from our 
master artwork. The procedure is really 
very simple - the artwork and a suitable 
piece of 8007 exposure film are clamped 
together in the printing frame and the 
film exposed through the artwork to the 
UV light. In more detail, here is the pro¬ 
cedure step-by-step: 

(1) Place the exposure film emulsion side 
down onto one sheet of (clean) plate or 
float glass. To determine the emulsion 
side observe both sides of the exposure 
film. The dull side is the emulsion. Impor¬ 
tant: the system will not work if the ex¬ 
posure film is exposed to the wrong side. 

(2) Place the artwork face up on the ex¬ 
posure film and clamp the two together 
between the two sheets of glass using 
the two bulldog clips. (Note: if you are 
using photocopied artwork, place the 
image side in contact with the exposure 
film. This is to prevent light from dispers¬ 
ing through the thickness of the paper. 
All other artwork should be face up). 

(3) Exposure: expose film through the art¬ 
work to the UV light. Exposure time will 
vary according to the light source and 
the artwork. Typical exposure times are 
one to two minutes for artwork on clear 


* 


film, three to four minutes on tracing 
paper and around 20 minutes for 
photocopied artwork. Exposures to 
direct sunlight are approximately the 
same. 

(4) Development: lay exposed film emul¬ 
sion side up on a flat, clean surface (not 
plastic) and wipe 8500 developer liberal¬ 
ly across the surface with cotton wool 
until the image is clearly defined. Then 
allow to dry. 

The result will be a photographic 
negative of the original artwork. 

Making the Scotchcal panel 

The procedure used to produce the 
panel is almost exactly the same as that 
used to produce the negative: 

a Place the negative over the Scotchcal 
el blank and clamp the two together 
in the printing frame. Make sure that the 
negative is the right way up otherwise 
the image on the aluminium will be 
reversed, with all the writing back-to- 
front. 

(2) Exposure: expose Scotchcal through 
negative to UV light. Exposure time is 
typically around seven minutes using 
fluorescent tubes, while test exposures 
should be taken if using sunlight. 

S Development: wipe 8500 developer 
erally across the surface of the Scot¬ 
chcal with cotton wool until the image is 
clearly defined. Allow label to stand for 
15 minutes to dry. Note: if the image 
breaks down during development, in- 


I" 


# 

PHOTON TORPEDO 



A finished Scotchcal panel (left), together with the master artwork. The reverse image 
was obtained by exposing the Scotchcal directly through the artwork. 


crease exposure; if image does, not 
develop at all, decrease exposure. 

The resulting image on the aluminium 
panel will be a copy of the master art¬ 
work, with all black lines being the same 
as the original. If, on the other hand, you 
want a reverse image on the aluminium 
(ie silver lines on a black background), 
you simply make a second negative from 
your first negative. You then expose the 
Scotchcal through the second negative. ’ 

Alternatively, you can produce a 
reverse image by directly exposing the 
Scotchcal through the master artwork, 
provided the artwork is laid, out on a 
clear base. 

Protective finishing 

The final step is to coat the finished 
label with a clear protective lacquer. If 
this is not done, the emulsion remaining 
on the panel will gradually fade, while 
markings adjacent to control knobs can 
rub off due to repeated finger contact. 

To protect the panels, use either Scot¬ 
chcal brand 3900 Gloss or 3930 Matte 
coating (available in aerosol cans),' or 
Estapol clear gloss made by Wattyl 
Paints. Place the panel on a flat surface 
and wipe gently with a lint free cloth. 
Now spray a uniform coating onto the 
.label and leave it lying flat until dry. 

Average drying time is five to 10 
minutes for the 3M coatings and about 
30 minutes for Estapol. 

Once the panel nas dried, it can be 
trimmed to size, ready for use on your 
new piece of equipment. 

A simple way of trimming the 
aluminium is to score it with a sharp art 
knife, and then bend it along the score 
line. After bending backwards and for¬ 
wards a few times, the aluminium will 
break away, leaving a clean edge. 

The surface to which the panel is to be 
attached should be thoroughly cleaned 
with methylated spirits to remove dirt 
and grease, otherwise the panel might 
not glue properly. Finally, remove the 
backing paper from the panel, carefully 
align it in position, and press it into 
place. Do this carefully though - once 
the panel has stuck, it is impossible to 
remove without damage. 

Where to buy Scotchcal 

Scotchcal products are available from 
the following outlets: 

• Radio Despatch Service, 869 George 
St, Sydney 2001; 

• Dick Smith Electronics - all stores; 

• Circuit Components Pty Ltd, 383 
Forest Rd, Bexley, NSW 2207. 

So now you know why we bother to 
publish full size artwork of front panels. 

It gives you the choice of making your 
own panel or buying one from one of 
the kitset suppliers. And now that you 
know how to do it, why not have a try at 
making one of your own panels from 
scratch? The result can be very satisfying. ® 
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Servicing problems from the “Apple Isle” 


It is contributors’ month this month and somebody else’s stories 
should provide an interesting change from my own. In fact, it is good 
to be reminded that not all the queer situations and funny (peculiar) 
faults happen to yours truly; most servicemen have had at least one 
experience in the “That’s Incredible” category. Have you? 


This month's contributor is Mr J.L. of 
Tasmania, who has submitted more 
stories than I can present in one issue, so 
some will have to be held over. But they 
are all stories worth telling and I will 
present them in due course. 

In the meantime, here are the first ones 
I have selected, told more or less in J.L.'s 
own words. 

This concerns a Clarion car radio 
cassette unit, model PU664, which 
developed the habit of changing 
programs spontaneously during one 
winter, only to clear itself of the fault in 
the following spring. I was called in when 
the problem re-appeared during the next 
winter. 

The customer provided the vital clue 
when he mentioned that the fault only 
started after the car - not the radio - 
had been running for about 10 minutes. 
On the bench it was easy to create the 
fault by directing a heat gun on to the 
station select circuit board. Replacing 
the two transistors on this board cured 
the fault, and no amount of heat could 
induce it to reappear. 

On replacing the unit in the car, the 
real cause of the problem became 
obvious. The unit mounted in the dash 
directly above the car heater and a gap 
in the hot air line to the demisters 
directed a stream of hot air on to the 
radio case. Naturally, the owner used his 
heater only in the winter so, ergo, the 
fault showed up only in the winter, and 
after the car had been running for about 
10 minutes! 

The next story relates a series of 
misfortunes for both the customer and 
myself. It seems that the children of the 
household were arguing, and one threw 
a glass marble at his brother. 
Fortunately, it missed but hit the TV set's 
colour tube, going right through the 
screen and hitting the shadow mask. 


The child's mother, enraged by what 
he had done, threw a wild "punch" at 
him, missed, and hit the TV set which fell 
over on its back, breaking the picture 
tube neck board and the cabinet back. I 
was asked to make good the damage 
and, in due course, I fitted a re-gunned 
tube, a new neck board, a new cabinet 
back, set everything up, and returned 
the set to the customer. 

About a week later I received a call 
saying that the picture had vanished and 
the set was making a buzzing noise. A 
quick glance showed that there was 
more light inside the cabinet than there 
should have been and it turned out that 
the neon type spark gaps were 
discharging brilliantly. 

On removing the neck board I was 
startled by a violent spark from the focus 
pin to the neck board earth. It seemed 
that we had a short between the final 



"Sorry - I must have dozed off!" (From 
"Radio-Electronics") 
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anode and the focus electrode, meaning 
that the "new" tube would have to be 
changed. 

Unfortunately, the supplier had no 
replacement in stock and asked me to 
return the faulty tube to be reworked. As 
I removed the convergence yoke the 
whole neck and gun assembly came 
away with it - the weld had failed but 
nothing had moved because the yoke 
was holding it in place. 

It was several weeks before I acquired 
a new tube, but the faulty one was 
replaced under warranty with no 
arguments, and the new one has shown 
no sign of failure. (Most regunning 
organisations prefer not to regun a tube 
which they have not let down to air 
themselves. Ed.) 

NEXT STOP, THE TIP! 

The next story was expensive for the 
customer, and only indirectly profitable 
to me. He arrived late one evening and 
asked if I had a reasonable monochrome 
set he could buy. He added that he was 
sick and tired of his colour set - it had 
cost him "two fortunes" and he had "had 
it". 

He went on to tell me about the set, a 
Luxor. It had been serviced nine times in 
two years, by three organisations, and 
that six of the service calls had been in 
the previous six months. The set had iust 
failed again, with a loud bang that scared 
his wife and kids half to death, and it was 
going to the tip the next weekend! 

I suggested he tip it in my workshop; if I 
couldn't fix it, I would make him an offer 
for it on the basis of what components I 
felt I could salvage from it. 

The cause of the bang was clearly 
apparent; the main filter capacitor had 
spread its contents over the whole 
interior of the cabinet ... In detail, the 
rest of the story would take many pages 
but, briefly, over the next nine months I 
replaced the chopper transistor 10 
times, the thyristor three times etc. 

I replaced all the diodes, resistors, and 
capacitors on the board and the only 
original parts left were the transformer 
and the printed board. The set's distri¬ 
butors suggested several modifications, 
but these had no effect. I cut tracks to 











measure currents, and hung meters on 
every conceivable part of the circuit. 
New parts were replaced with more new 
parts and still the set would not work for 
more than about two weeks without 
failing. Of course, all this took place at 
irregular intervals, as spare time 
permitted. 

Eventually, the owner rang to tell me 
that I could have the set, at no cost, so 
long as I did not give him an account for 
the work I had done. I was happy with 
this arrangement, as the picture tube 
was a common one, and in good 
condition. 

A few months later, a colleague from 
another city called in to yarn about work 
in general, and spotted the Luxor 
gathering dust on the shelf. It turned out 
that the Luxor was very popular in his 
area and, as power supply faults were 
common, he had built a jig to bench test 
them. He offered to give my unit a going 

Later, he told me what had happened. 
•After he set it up it failed several times in 
the next few days. He then removed the 
chopper transistor and its heat sink from 
the board, connecting it via extension 
leads, in order to gain better access to 
the board. 

In this configuration the supply ran 
perfectly, even under blankets, or when 
blasted by a heat gun. But, on re¬ 
assembly, it failed again within minutes. 
At this point he noticed a very slight 
bend - in the printed board and soon 
established that, by trying to straighten 
the board, he cquld create a failure. 

He obtained a new board from „the 
distributors for the grand sum of 78c and 
transferred my parts onto' the new 
board. The set has now run for a year 
without any sign of trouble and has 
become a family set, replacing the old 
monochrome set which graced our 
spare room for what seems like 100 
years! (That must be the board fault to 
end all board faults!) 

DRY JOINTS AGAIN 

Another tricky problem I encountered 
recently involved a Kriesler 59-1 chassis. 
The customer's complaint was no 
colour, and the first thing I noticed was 
that he was using only a set-top antenna 
in a poor signal area. So the first thibg to 
do was to give him an adequate outside 
antenna. 

This provided a partial cure, because 
we now had colour but it was 
intermittent; more on than off, but 
obviously not good enough. Checks 
around the chrominance/luminance 
control unit board (CU401) showed 
everything much as it should be, so a 
change of 1C seemed to be indicated. 

I didn't have the appropriate 1C with 
me, so I returned the next day with the 
1C, and also a CRO to make sure 
everything was set up properly. After 
this the set seemed to behave quite 
normally and I would have been ready 
to believe that it was fixed, except for a 


brief colour dropout just as I was leaving. 

The customer was not particularly 
worried by this - after all, he was 
enjoying more colour than he had seen 
for weeks - but I knew that there must 
still be something wrong. Hopefully, it 
would fail completely within a 
reasonable time and give me a chance to 
get to grips with it. 

Sure enough, the owner was on the 
phone again a couple of days later. But it 
wasn't just the colour this time - he had 
lost the picture completely. It transpired 
that the whole line output stage was 
inoperative, and there was no voltage on 
the collectors of the line output 
transistors. 

I eventually discovered a dry joint at 
pin 12 of the line output transformer 
(T750) and this prompted me to check 
the other pin connections to this 
transformer. This revealed one more, on 
pin 1. 

On checking the circuit I realised that 
pin 1 feeds a pulse back to pin 14 of the 
chrominance luminance control unit. 
(Via PL/SKT 704, pin 3 and PL/SKT 502, 
pin 3.) During the previous visit I had 
recorded this pulse as present at 28VPP, 
not much below the specified value of 
35VPP. 

I had assumed that the pulse was 
adequate and had gone on to look for 
the failure elsewhere. It may well have 
been adequate too, had it remained at 
that level, but with a dry joint in the 
circuit it could have varied from 35V all 
the way down to zero. Anyway, with the 
pin resoldered, that pulse was exactly 
35VPP and there have been no further 
dropouts. 


SCHEMATIC PROBLEM 

And, finally, the story which I feel is the 
most interesting of them all. In the 
January 1981 issue, the Serviceman 
described the tribulations of a reader 
over a Rank 2601 colour set. He had 
tripler, vertical, and video problems and 
eventually solved them all. I feel that my 
story is interesting because it almost 
duplicates this earlier one, but adds a 
twist that is the proverbial trap for young 
(and old) players. 

My problem concerned a Rank 2251, 
which uses almost the same lineup of 
boards as the 2601, with one apparently 
minor difference. It has a separate board 
fitted in place of the network around 
D558, 562, etc. 

The set came to me with "no picture". 
The owner, a retired university 
technician, reported that the tripler had 
broken down and he had replaced it 
himself. The EHT came up, but no 
picture. At this point he was out of his 
depth and called me. 

Like your January correspondent, I 
found tne voltages around TR706 to be 
quite wrong. The transistor was biased 
hard off and the video signals 
disappeared at the base. And, like him, I 
found that I could brute force a signal 
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THE SERVICEMAN - Continued 


through by putting a 10k pot between 
the 19V rail and chassis, with the slider 
connected to the TR706 base. 

Remembering the January story, I 
looked for D562 on the circuit diagram 
and, at this point, the stories seemed to 
diverge. The model 2251 has no D562, 
no D558, and no resistors or capacitors 
in that particular part of the set. In fact, 
the line from plug G3 on the deflection- 
out board is shown as going straight 
through that board to pin 2 on another 
plug coded MS, ie, MS2. 

Briefly, the basic difference between 
the two circuits involves the G3 line. In 
both cases it picks up a vertical blanking 
pulse and feeds it to the 2nd video 
amplifier (TR704) which is direct coupled 
to the 3rd video amplifier (TR706). In the 
2601 this pulse is picked up from the 
vertical output transistors, TR409 and 
TR412, and finds its way through a 
network of resistors, capacitors, and 
diodes to the G3 line and thence to the 
video-out board. 

DIFFERENT SYSTEM 

The 2251 arrangement is quite 
different. The pulse is picked up at an 
earlier vertical stage (TR410) and taken 
directly to the extra board on which is a 
simple two-stage amplifier. The output 
of this auxiliary amplifier comes back on 
to the deflection-out board via the 
aforementioned MS2 connection. Thus, 
the only role the deflection-out board 
plays in this part of the circuit is to 
provide a short link between the MS and 
G plugs. 

Since there were no other connections 
to this line it seemed that the fault had to 
be on the auxiliary amplifier board. This 
has only half a dozen components on it, 
so I dismantled it completely and 
carefully checked everything. Everything 
was perfect, so this board was not 
causing the wrong voltage on the G3 
line. But there were no other 
components on the line, so where to 
now? 

The G plug has several other lines 
connected to TR704. Both G4 and G5. 
enter the same network as G3, so they 
were checked back thoroughly, with no 
results. Line G2 biases the limiter TR705 
and, although only loosely associated 
with the video amplifiers, it was worth 
checking. It was no surprise when this 
proved fruitless. So it was back to G3. 

As already mentioned, the circuit 
shows G3 on the deflection-out board 
connected directly to MS2 without any 
resistance or side branches. So the two 

oints should show a dead short 

etween them, and a check with the 
meter confirmed this. But while the plugs 
were off the video and auxiliary amplifier 
boards I decided to check the line's 
resistance to chassis. 

Here ! struck oil. The line showed only 


a few ohms to chassis, yet the diagram 
said it should have infinite resistance. 
The G3 to MS2 circuit consists of only 
two lengths of wire connected together 
via the track on the deflection-out board. 

The MS plug on the deflection-out 
board connects right under the G plug, 
in a fairly crowded part of the circuit. 
Might there be a stray strand of wire 
causing a short? Close examination 
showed not only the short track 
connecting MS2 and G3, but also a long 
wandering track going off to the other 
side of the deflection-out board. And 
there, at the end of the track, was.D562. 
Needless to say it was short circuit, and a 
replacement cured all the troubles. 

I wonder why the diode was fitted 
when the circuit diagram clearly 
indicates that it is not there. Or, why 
does the circuit not show parts that are 
obviously in the set? 

Needless to say, the customer paid for 
only a fraction of the hours that went 
into finding this fault. I can only console 
myself with the knowledge that I am 
now very familiar with this part of a Rank 
2251. 

Well, those are J.L.'s stories and I, for 
one, found them extremely interesting; 
they certainly provide an insight into 
how the other half lives. I hope you 
enjoyed them too. 

In regard to the last story, I can only 
concur with J.L. when he asks why the 
circuit diagram did not show an 
important component which was 
actually in the set. In fact, remembering 
the January story, it would seem that the 
Rank organisation could well tighten up 
on their circuit diagrams. That 
contributor reported two serious errors 
in the 2601 circuit, plus the fact that he 
had to make do with model 2201 
waveform diagrams because there never 
were any 2601 diagrams. 

Which really isn't good enough. 



"That's the third beard he's shaved off 
tonight!" (From Electronics Weekly) 
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Circuit & 
Design Ideas 


Interesting circuit ideas from readers and technical 
literature. While this material has been checked as far as 
possible for feasibility, the circuits have not been built and 
tested by us. As a consequence, we cannot accept 
responsibility, enter into correspondence or provide 
constructional details. 


Single 1C Logic Tester 



This Logic Tester requires only one 1C 
to provide visual indication of the three 
normal states (high, low and pulse) 
which may exist in a digital circuit. It 
works equally well on either TTL or 
CMOS. The design is based on a circuit 
originally published in "Popular Elec¬ 
tronics" as an audible logic probe but has 
been modified to include a pulse stret¬ 
cher by the contributor of this item. 

Resistors R1 to R5 form a biasing net¬ 
work for the inputs to the voltage com¬ 
parators, ICIa and ICIb, such that their 


outputs are held low; with LEDs D1 and 
D2 being extinguished. If the input is 
taken high, the output of ICIa goes high, 
thus energising D1, a red LED, which in¬ 
dicates a high state. And if the input is 
taken low, the output of ICIb goes high, 
energising D2 a green LED, thus in¬ 
dicating a low state. 

Pulse indication is provided by a yellow 
LED D3, which is driven by the pulse 
stretcher circuit formed by ICIc and 
capacitor Cl. Whilst it gives a short flash 
whenever the input probe is touched on¬ 


to a steady high or low state, D3 only re¬ 
mains on if there is a steady train of 
pulses in the circuit being monitored. It 
indicates both positive and negative 
pulses. 

Diodes D4 and D5 were included to 
protect against any high voltage spikes 
that may be applied to the input. Diode 
D5 also lengthens the pulse stretcher 
indication. 

C. A. Syms, 

Flynn, ACT. 


Simple Video Summing Amplifier 



A video summing amplifier and limiter with a bandwidth 
adequate for modest CCTV applications can be constructed 
around one LM318 high speed op-amp. 

To avoid overloading the Monitor, a sharp cut-off is re¬ 
quired; to achieve this, the base-emitter junction of a PNP 
transistor is used as the limit sensing element. Emitter current 
is (/3 + 1)x base current, provided by the clip-level poten¬ 
tiometer, which reduces the limiting slope by the factor /3. . 

Due to the wide bandwidth (15MHz) of the LM318, it is 
recommended that the tracks to the LM318 be kept short. 
Also, the 10k!) feedback resistor should be mounted across 
the top of the 1C, and the 5pF capacitor mounted underneath 
the board. 

Output capability is such that the LM318 can drive directly 
into a 751) load. 

From "Wireless World", 

July, 1981. 

Handy Calibrator for DC Meters 

A mercury cell gives very close to 1.35 volts almost 
throughout its life. Thus six cells in series would produce 8.1 
volts, which is useful for checking the accuracy of the DC 
10-volt range of a multimeter. 

Paul Smith, Neutral Bay, NSW. (continued on p 87) 













































































Connect with Hirose 


Connectors equipped with latch-locks which make them 
ideal for use with audio equipment such as microphones, 
microphone mixers, broadcasting equipment etc! 

All have supplementary grounding mechanisms which 
dispose of incoming noise and are compatible with 
Amphenol & Neutrik ranges. 


HIROSE 

COMPUTER 

CONNECTORS 

Popular, high quality 50-way 
and 25-way plugs and sockets 
mainly for connecting computer 
peripherals to CPUs. (They are 
direct replacements for Amp 
and Cannon and feature solder 
style pins for ease of 
assembly!) 


. 
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CIRCUIT & DESIGN IDEAS 


Single Button Sequential Switcher 



Here is an idea which permits the selec¬ 
tion of any one of four different stereo 
audio input signals, yet uses only one 
pushbutton to perform the task. Basis of 
the idea is the use of two CMOS quad 
bilateral switches, controlled by a CMOS 
decade counter set to count to four. 

Operation of the pushbutton puts a 
momentary high on the clock input of 
the 4017 decade counter, which thus ad¬ 
vances one count for each activation of 
the button. When the count reaches 
four, the "4" output (pin 10) resets the 
counter to "0". Outputs "0" to "3"‘ are 
separately connected to the paralleled 
control inputs of two 4066 quad SPST 
switches, such that as the count pro¬ 


gresses from "0" to "3" pairs of "contacts" 
are made in sequence. The four "output" 
contacts on each 4066 are connected 
together, so that each 4066 functions as 
a four-position single-pole switch. 

One 4066 serves to select any one of 
four "left" inputs to the left output, whilst 
the other 4066 does likewise for the right 
inputs and output. Symmetrical power 

3 lies are required, with the maximum 
-to-peak input voltage being limited 
to just under the total power supply 
voltage. The inputs and outputs of the 
4066s should be ground referenced - 
hence the 10 x 10M0 resistors. 
However, if the inputs and outputs are 
already ground referenced, these 


resistors may be omitted. Note that 
4066s are intended for low power, low 
voltage, medium to high circuit im¬ 
pedance switching and must not be used 
for high voltage, nigh current switching. 

Four units of a 4050 hex non-inverting 
buffer are paralleled across the four out¬ 
put busses of the 4017, such that each 
buffer is simultaneously driven with the 
CMOS switches. The outputs of the buf¬ 
fers are connected to four LED indicators 
via suitable series resistors. For a 12 volt 
supply a value of 1.8K0 should be about 
right. For other supply voltages adjust 
the values as required. 

N. Oxley, 

Moruya, NSW. 


True Peak-Reading DC Voltmeter 



The accompanying circuit shows a simple method of 
reading the "peak" rather than the average value of a varying 
DC waveform. It may also be used for AC signals, provided 
the signals are rectified prior to applying them to the input of 
this circuit. A 747 dual op amp is specified, but two separate 
741's could be used, if more convenient. 


ICIa functions as a comparator (with essentially unity gain), 
and signal is applied to its non-inverting input. Output voltage 
peaks are stored in capacitor Cx, which is charged via diode 
D2. D2 prevents discharge of the charge in Cx back into ICIa 
output, while D1 restores the DC offset created by D2. 
Whenever comparator ICIa detects that the input level ex¬ 
ceeds that stored in Cx, Cx will be charged to the new level. 

Functioning as a voltage follower, ICIb maintains the effec¬ 
tive leakage resistance (shunting Cx) at a high value. If Cx is 
0.22jiF, the practical time constant will be about 1.5 seconds. 
By increasing the value, to say, 100/xF (tantalum) a "peak-hold" 
effect will be obtrained, as the time constant extends to 
several minutes. Use of a dual BI-FET op amp (such as a LF353 
or TL072) should increase the time constant still further. 

Total current drain is only about 4mA, which is low enough 
for the unit to be energised from small batteries. 

From "Practical Electronics", December, 1980. 

PSSST! Got any neat circuit ideas? Why not send 'em in to us? 
We pay between $5 and $20 per item, depending on how 
much work we have to do to publish it. $ 
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Continuity 

Tester 




thought, or words to that effect. After 
very little persuasion (truly), Geoff parted 
with his prize and here it is. 

The Continuity Tester is based on an 
electronic piesolectric module which will 
run from five to 16 volts and gives a loud 
warbling tone, at around 1kHz. This 
module is called the Bell Audiolarm, 
type 2321-2-5 and is distributed by 
C. & K. Electronics (Aust) Pty Ltd, 2/6 
McFarlane St, Merrylands, 2160 phone 
(02) 682 3144. 

The module has a current drain of 
about five milliamps when connected 
directly across a nine-volt battery but will 
function on the proverbial "smell of an 
oily rag" and continue to give a very faint 
output even when fed by resistances of 
as high as several megohms. 

The circuit of this Tester is so simple 
that a diagram is really unnecessary. You 
can draw your own with the Audiolarm 
unit connected in series with a nine-volt 
battery and two banana plug terminals. 
There is no on-off switch. The circuit is 
completed when the two tests prods are 
applied to a resistance and the 
Audiolarm sounds. 

The prototype was housed in a small 
black plastic case (zippy box) measuring 
102 x 54 x 42mm. Three holes need to 
be drilled in the aluminium lid, two for 


Ye olde humble Continuity Tester still has a place in 
today’s high technology world. It is often more 
convenient to use than a multimeter and is not likely to 
make a big dent in your paypacket when you accidental¬ 
ly tread on it with your size-12 hobnail boots. Why not 
nip out and buy the parts for it now? 


We have seen many different designs 
for Continuity Testers in the past but the 
best type has an audible buzzer or alarm 
transducer. That way you can concen¬ 
trate on placing the probes correctly on 
the device being tested and not have to 
look at some visual indicator. 

One drawback of some of the old 
buzzer-type Continuity Testers is that 
their relatively high current drain made 
them unsuitable for checking semicon¬ 
ductors such as transistors and diodes. 
At the same time, they were really only 
suitable for checking quite low 
resistances. This new design (even 
though it's entitled "Ye Olde Humble 
Continuity Tester") has low current drain 
from its internal battery and is suitable 
for checking semiconductors as well as 
resistances up to as high as several 
megohms. 

This Tester gives essentially the same 
level of output with resistance up to IkQ 
or so, with diminishing output for 
resistances above that. But even with 
high values up to several megohms it will 
give a very weak output. You can even 
test your own skin resistance and see the 
result of wet skin versus dry skin! 

Actually we must admit that the idea 
for this Continuity Tester is not ours. It 
came from Geoff Wood, of Radio 


Despatch Service, 869 George Street, 
Sydney. Geoff showed us a neat little 
continuity tester that he had just built up. 
"What a neat little doo-hickey", we 


What could be 
simpler? A zippy 
box, piece of 
Veroboard, alarm 
and battery plus a 
few other bits. 
Wire them 
together and you 
have a neat little 
Continuity Tester! 
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the banana terminals and one to let the 
sound out! 

The Audiolarm itself is mounted on a 
piece of Veroboard measuring approx¬ 
imately 96 x 50mm with the tracks runn¬ 
ing across the board. The corners of the 
board are cut away so that it presents a 
neat fit into the case. Solder the 
Audiolarm to one end of the Veroboard 
and cut away the track that shorts out 
the positive and negative terminals. 

Solder the black (negative) lead from 
the battery connector to the black ter- 


PARTS LIST 

7 Audiolarm, type 2321-2-5 

1 zippy box, 102 x 54 x 42mm 

1 piece of Veroboard, 90 x 50mm 

2 banana plugs, one red, one black 

2 banana plug sockets, one red, one 
black 

1 Eveready 216 9V battery or 
equivalent 

1 battery connector to suit 

2 meter prods, one red, one black 

1 500mm length of red hookup wire 

1 500mm length of black hookup 
wire 

Plus solder and scrap foam rubber. 


minal on the lid and the red battery lead 
to the positive (+) connection on the 
Audiolarm. Then take a short length of 
hookup wire and strip the insulation 
from both ends. Solder one end to the 
negative (-) connection on the 
Audiolarm ana the other end to the red 
terminal on the lid. Now check your con¬ 
nections and connect the battery to the 
circuit. 

Now connect a high value resistor, say 
lOOkfi, across the terminals. The 
Audiolarm should give out with a weak 
pulsed bleat, as though it was being 


We estimate that the cost of parts 
for this project is approximately 

$12.90 

This includes sales tax 


strangled. If it doesn't make any sound, 
it's probably dead already or you have 
connected the battery the wrong way 
around. 

When you have sound output via the 
resistor you can then connect a short 
length of wire across to test the full out- 

a Deafening isn't it? But it is not so 
when you put it in the zippy box. 
This you can now do. Install the board in 
the box along with the battery and use 
some foam rubber to hold it all in place 
when the lid is screwed down. 

Well there you have it. A useful tool 
which you will find yourself using surpris¬ 
ingly often in the future, instead of 
reaching for your multimeter. ® 




“HOW TO TURN ELECTRONIC 
THEORY INTO PRACTICE 
AND MAKE IT PAY:!. 


“If you understand and enjoy radio and electronics and 
want to extend your knowledge and experience, then we at 
Stott’s can help you. 

Stott’s have home-study courses for complete beginners 
in Radio theory and basic Electronics through to the standards 
needed to maintain and service Colour Television. 

Anyone who has these skills at their fingertips can make it 
pay by turning a fascinating hobby into a lucrative part or full 
time profession.” 


Athol H. Kelly b com iHons.i. a.a.s.a.-: f.c-.i.s. 

Principal.Stott s Technical Correspondence College 


Stotts 9 : 

TECHNICAL CORRESPONDENCE COLLEGE 
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BROAD SPECTRUM OPERATING SYSTEMS ARE FAR FROM BEING A PANACEA 
THEY SACRIFICE PERFORMANCE AND FEATURES FOR "UNIVERSALITY”. 

CROMIX IS SPECIFIC. 

IT IS A COMPREHENSIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNIX*, AND FULLY 
SUPPORTS MULTIPROCESSING AND POWERFUL COMMUNICATIONS. 

IT IS ALSO CP/M COMPATIBLE. 

CvontBtttCO COMPUTERS and INFORMATIVE SYSTEMS 

professionals in microcomputers 


TAKE THE LID OFF A VIC* AT 


Video Interface Computer by commodore 



INGREDIENTS: 5K Ram (Expandable to 32K), 16K ROM Operating System, Full Size Keyboard with four 
Function Keys, Colour Output whicti is easily programmed, ASCII and Full PET Graphics, 
three Sound Generators and a White' Noise Generator (for Sound Effects), Expansion Port! 
Serial Port, Cassette Port, User Port, Game Port, Etc, Etc . 


A wide range of Accessories including Disk Drive, Printer, Modem, High Resolution Graphic 
Program Tapes and Cartridges, etc will be available soon. 


, Light Pen, Paddles, 



LECTRONICS 50 PARK STREET, ABBOTSFORD, 3067. 
- PHONE: (03) 41 5708. 
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In the world of 
personal computers 
there is just one 
that is known as 
the best: the PET 



The Commodore PET has become the 
standard for the Personal Computer 
Industry. 

The Pet is completely integrated, 
with the processor, memory, 
keyboard and visual display unit 
contained within a robust housing, 
allowing easy transportation with no 
interconnecting cables necessary. In 
order to retrieve and save your data 
and programs, a storage device is 
used which operates like a cassette 
recorder, with your information 
recorded reliably on standard 
cassettes. The PET has 16k bytes of 
RAM. Optional equipment permits 
expansion to 32k. Also, it has 14k bytes 
of ROM. 

The Pet communicates in BASIC— 
the easiest computer language. Easy 
to learn and easy to use, BASIC has 
now become the standard for personal 
computers, with literally thousands of 
programmes available. The PET is 
also programmable in machine 
language, allowing more efficient use 
of the system. 

The full-size keyboard is capable of 
producing letters, numbers and 
graphic symbols. Upper and lower 
case is standard. Characters appear 


on the screen in a pleasant green 
colour designed to reduce eye fatigue 
and may be displayed in normal or 
reverse print. 

PET’S IEEE-488 Bus- just like 
II.P.’s mini and full size computers — 
permits direct connection to over 200 
pieces of compatible equipment such 
as counters, timers, spectrum 
analysers, digital voltmeters and 
printer plotters from H.P., Philips, 
Fluke, Textronix and others. 

The full range of Commodore Disk 
Drives and Printers are plug- 
compatible with the PET and a 
comprehensive range of cassette and 
disk based programmes are available 
through the extensive network of 
Commodore Dealers. 

APPLICATIONS 

The Commodore PET is a creature 
of many faces. Its applications are 
limited only by the user’s 
imagination. 

The future of the PET is virtually 
unlimited; its present capabilities are 
already many and impressive. As a 
personal computer, the PET can 
teach languages and mathematics; 
play games; create graphic designs; 
store meal recipes and change 


number of portions; maintain 
budgets, personal records and 
checkbooks; operate appliances and 
temperature controls. 

As a management tool, it delivers 
the information the executive needs, 
in the form he can use, and available 
to him alone. Trend analyses charts 
and graphs can be almost instantly 
available. 

The professional may use the PET 
for maintaining appointment 
schedules, recording income and 
expenditures and filing all the 
specialized information and forms he 
may need to make his work more 
efficient — from medical records for a 
doctor to income tax computations for 
an accountant. 

The engineer, mathematician, 
physicist, has a tool far superior to the 
very best programmable calculators 
yet developed... at a cost that is 
comparable...and with almost infini¬ 
tely greater versatility. 

And the businessman has a 
computer that can maintain 
inventories, keep payroll records, 
operate accounts payable and 
receivables, issue cheques and handle 
correspondence. 


Commodore PET 4016 Computer 
Technical Specifications. 

Computer /Memory 

Read/Write Memory(RAM)16K bylcs 
available to the user. 

Read Only Memory (ROM) 14K bytes in total, 

8K BASIC interpreter available immediately 
you turn on your PET, 

5K Operating System 
1 K Test Routine 

The 6502 micro-processor chip makes the PET 
one of the fastest and most flexible BASIC 
systems. Significant features of Commodore 
BASIC arc: 

• 960 simple variables 

• 960 integers 

• 960 string variables 

• 960 multi-dimensional array fields for the 
above 3 types of variables 

• Up to 80 characters per program line with 
several statements per line 

• Upper/Lower case characters and graphic; 

• Built in clock 

• 9-digit floating point binary arithmetic 

• True random number generator 

• Supports multiple languages; machine 
language accessibility 

Keyboard 

74-Key professional keyboard. 

Separate calcu'lator/numeric pad. 


se alphabetical charai 
e 64 graphics characters, 
t for lower case and shifted upper 


rith shift Commodore BASIC 


wide by 2 ‘. 


23 cm screen phosphor screen. 

Brightness control. 

64 ASCII plus 64 graphics characters. 
Blinking cursor with full cursor control, 
including programmable control. 

Screen editing capabilities 
Lull cursor control (up.down, left, right). 
Character insert and delete 


. IF..THEN 
INPUT 
INPUT • 


LEFTS 
Y RIGHTS 
MIDS 


Rcvcr: 


;r field. 


to the CPU 


Return key sends the entire lin 
regardless of cursor position. 

Input/Output 

8 bit parallel input/output port. 

IEEE-488 Bus (HP-IB and IEC Bus) allows up 
r peripherals to be connected. 


1.0t; DSS 


Two CL 




Video signals for additional displays. 
Serial output port. 

Technical Data 

Dimensions:! (eight 355 mm (14* 
419mm (16.5"). Depth 185mm (18 
ping Weight 20.9 kg (46 lbs). 


Ce commodore 

microcomputers 


Commodore Information Centre, Box 336, Artarmon, NSW 2064. Australia. Phone (02) 437 6296 







TRANSFORMERS 

Made in Australia to Australian standards for 240V, 5 OHz mains 
with secondaries from 1.5V to 115V. 


CONVENTIONAL 

Rated from 2.5 to 35OVA 




P.C.B. MOUNTED 

Pins located at standard 0.1" PCB grid. 
Ratings from 2.5 to 15VA with dual 
secondaries. , 


MICROPROCESSOR 

Specially produced with 8 V main 
secondaries and 12-15V dual auxiliary 
secondaries. Outputs from 200mA to 
10A. Also Computer Line 
Conditioners. ir — 


LOW PROFILE < 

20, 40 & 60VA ratings with dual 
secondaries for various output voltage 
and current combinations. Also multi¬ 
tap 20VA version. Compact design. 

POWER POINT ADAPTORS 

Available in AC and DC versions with 
outputs to 6VA AC or 4VA raw DC or 
3VA filtered. 


POWER SUPPLIES 

Fixed regulated 13.8V DC supplies, 
variable 0651/ DC with current limiting. 
Battery Chargers up to 20A. 


ENCLOSED TYPES 

Includes step down transformers for 
115V equipment, soldering irons, 
mains isolation etc. 



3FERGUS0NE 


Send for data sheets and rating selection guide. 


FERGUSON TRANSFORMERS PTY LTD 

331 High Street, Chatswood 2067 Tefc (02) 407 0261 


(S 


WE ARE MOVING FROM SEVEN HILLS - TO 

Calculator & 
omputer 


$WR° oN,S 


SPECIALS 

APF 5602 40 
FUNCTION SCHOOL 
CALCULATORS, 

ONLY $12 EXCL. 

TAX 

TEXAS 

INSTRUMENTS 

TI59 AND PCI OOC 
ONLY $440 EXC. 

TAX. $499 INCL. TAX 
SPEAK & SPELL $76 
• SPEAK & MATHS $79 
SPEAK & READ $89 
EXTRA MODULES 
$21 

FREE DESK LAMP 
WITH EACH CASIO 
DESK OR PORTABLE 
PRINTER 
CALCULATOR 
POST FREE 


DISTRIBUTORS 

NEW CASIO FX702 P 
POCKET COMPUTER 

ONLY $233.70 EX-TAX POST 

$259.95 INCL. TAX FREE 


Suite 2 

138 Old Town Centre Plaza, 
BANKSTOWN, N.S.W. 2200 

(RIGHT ABOVE RAILWA Y ST A TION) 

GRAND OPENING 
Monday, November 16th 



CALL IN AND SEE OUR BIG RANGE 

(WE WILL BE OPEN THURSDAY TILL 8.00 PM AND SATURDAY 9.00 TILL 
12.00 NOON) 


'TABLE FEATURES 

Times faster than of 

• 1680 steps/226 Memories. 

• Programmable in Basic. 

• 55 Keyboard Functions. 

• Brilliant L.C.D. Dot Matrix Display. 

• Program Library — 73 Programs. 
ENGINEERING, STATISTICS, MATHEMATICS, 

BUSINESS, GAMES, ETC. 


★ HOME COMPUTERS - Sinclair ZX81, Commodore VIC, etc. 

★ BUSINESS COMPUTERS - Sord, Diablo, Intertec, etc. We 
specialise in customised software. 

★ PROGRAMMABLE CALCULATORS - Full range of Hewlett- 
Packard, Texas and Casio. 

★ CALCULATORS — For business, educational, scientific, clock, 
novelty, gift, etc., etc. 


UNTIL WE WILL STILL BE AT: 

THURSDA Y 3 ROWLEY ST., 

12th NOV. SEVEN HILLS, 2147 

PHONE (02) 624 8849 or 624 8400 
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WIN 


A PRINTER! 


for yourself or your school 



Conditions & what to do: 


To celebrate the runaway suc¬ 
cess of the Super-80 computer 
featured below, Dick Smith 
Electronics is sponsoring a 
competition with two DSE 
GP-80 printer's as the prizes. 
(We reviewed this printer in 
our July 1981 issue and found 
it to be a little beauty.) If you 
have an interest in the 
Super-80 or computers in 
general you could win one of 
these nifty printers which 
have a retail value of $495. 
Win one for yourself or one 
for your school. 



OTHER CONDITIONS: 

Entry to this competition is open to 
all residents and school groups in 
Australia and New Zealand with the 
exception of employees and their 
immediate families of Magazine Pro¬ 
motions, John Fairfax & Sons Ltd, 
Dick Smith Electronics and their 
associated advertising agencies and 
publications. 

You may enter as many times as you 
wish. All entries become the proper¬ 
ty of Electronics Australia. The 
prizes are not redeemable for cash. 


WRITE A PROGRAM to suit the 
Super-80 Computer. The program 
can be a game, control system, 
graphics display or anything you 
want. The program can be any 
length as long as it will fit into the 
maximum of 48K RAM on the 
Super-80 board. 

SEND A C60 CASSETTE with one 
copy of your program on each side 
and WRITE a covering letter to tell 
us what it does. 

COMPLETE the entry panel on this 
page or, in states where this re¬ 
quirement is illegal, make a clear, 
same-size photostat copy of the 
panel and enclose it with your pro¬ 
gram cassette. You may enter as an 
individual or on behalf of your school 
group. 

POST YOUR ENTRY so as to reach 
our editorial office no later than 5pm 
on February 15, 1982. 


POSTAL ADDRESS: Endorse your 
entry “Super-80 Competition” and 
post to Electronics Australia, PO 
Box 163, Chippendale 2008. Our 
street address: 57 Regent Street, 
Chippendale (near Central Railway). 

JUDGING will be performed by the 
editorial staff of Electronics 
Australia. Chance will play no part in 
determining the winners. The 
judge’s decision will be final and no 
correspondence will be entered into 
and no interview will be granted. 
THE WINNERS will be notified ac¬ 
cordingly and names will be publish¬ 
ed in the April 1982 or a subse¬ 
quent issue of Electronics Australia. 
THE PRIZES will be supplied to the 
winners, by arrangement, by Dick 
Smith Electronics, Cnr Waterloo and 
Lane Cove Roads, North Ryde, 
NSW 2113. 


I- 

| NAME. 

| ADDRESS . 

j CITY.STATE. 

| COUNTRY.Please tick appropriate box 

I □ Individual entry □ School entry 


ELECTRONICS Australia, November, 1981 93 





















Letters to 
the editor 


Thorn needles & direct drive turntables 

Some time ago the Editor-in-Chief, in 


an audio article, mentioned the name of 
the cactus plant which bore the thorns 
for the old "thorn needles" we used 
many years ago. I have looked back but 
cannot seem to find the article, so I 
thought it might be quicker to write. 

I still have a few needles left from all 
those years ago, together with a thorn 
needle sharpener which I bought in the 
1930s, but I may need some more if a 
project I'm building succeeds. You might 
be kind enough to ask him if he can 
remember the cactus type, and would 
he know if and where any might still be 
obtained; needles - not cactus. 

Secondly, a bit of interesting but 
useless information. Mr Williams, in 
another article on modern direct drive 
turntables, mentioned some early turn¬ 
tables which were of direct drive type, 
such as spring driver and the old induc¬ 
tion disc motor. There was another one, 
which he didn't mention - perhaps 
space prevented it — that I think was the 
best of all for home use, and that was 
the "Simpson" 78rpm Synchronous Turn¬ 
table - an ancestor of Leo? It may of 
course, be known to you, even though it 
wasn't mentioned. 

It consisted of a rather weighty 12" 
(not 30cm) turntable with an underslip 
cavity of some 6" diameter around 
which were spaced 38? small bar 
magnets. It was supported by a single 
tapered shaft which spun in an ad¬ 
justable nest which could be raised or 
lowered to eliminate all slack or wear. 

This was, of course, the rotor. The 
stator was formed from two discs placed 
one each side of a single field coil, the 
outer edges having had teeth formed 
and folded to make north and south 
poles. This stator was single hole 
mounted to the base board and the turn¬ 
table was lowered over the stator - just 
the two parts. It formed a simple induc¬ 
tor motor, and although it only drew five 
watts, the torque at 6" diameter took 
some stopping. 

As it was not self starting, you had to 
give it a flick in the right direction, and it 
would pull into synch with no trouble 
owing to a cunning form of oscillatory 
suspension of the stator works. It was 
silent — no gear noise, no governor 
whirr, constant and correct speed. 
Magnetic pickups didn't like it though, 
because of the radiated field. With a 
good crystal pick up of the era, thorn 
needles, and a Simpson turntable, you 
94 


were well set up. No needle scratch, no 
record wear. 

(Not many highs either but we didn't 
miss it then. No low pass filters either.) 

I still have an induction disc motor, but 
I wish I'd kept by two Simpsons from the 
1930s. 

Best wishes to the magazine from one 
who has been reading it from Vol 1 No 1. 

R. J. O'Dea, 

Epping 2121. 

COMMENT: We don't know the 
botanical name of the particular cactus 
but we first noticed them in old cowboy 
movies — four metres high or more, 
decorating the Mexican "sandscape". 
Then we found some in Sydney's 
Botanical Gardens. The thorns are about 
3cm to 4cm long. We haven't seen thorn 
needles for sale for decades. We 
remember the name "Simpson" but you 
have filled in the details. 


Copyright: a 

lack of understanding 

I read with great interest your Editorial 
in your June '81 issue, as well as the 
"Forum" article on copyright problems. 
May I apologise for the delay in writing 
to you, but unfortunately I sometimes do 
not see the magazine for several mon¬ 
ths; however, I feel the subject calls for 
some comments, despite the delay. 

It is interesting, and, I think, significant, 
to note that the answer to most of the 
social problems which abound today 
boil down to proposals to increase the 
price of some article or service. In this 
case it is to be the price of recording 
tapes, but in many other cases it could 
be the price of, say, some item of food 
because of the need to pay for some 
generally unwanted bureaucratic in¬ 
terference, or possibly the imposition of 
some new or larger tax. I cannot recall 
one single case in which the proffered 
solution involved the reduction of a 
price or a tax. Why is that so, particularly 


in view of the fact, so obvious in the case 
of copyright, that it is primarily the ex¬ 
istence of high prices which either gave 
rise to the problem in the first place, or 
at least exacerbated it. 

No reasonable person who is in 
possession of the required amount of 
money to purchase a copy of a recor¬ 
ding would go to the additional trouble 
to make his or her own copy, particularly 
as the means of doing so is unlikely to 
produce a copy of comparable quality. 
Every shred of evidence supports the 
contention that this problem is purely 
financial, and nothing else. This being so, 
two important points emerge — first, rais¬ 
ing some price or tax even further can¬ 
not do anything other than make the 
matter worse, and, secondly, no solution 
is even remotely possible in the absence 
of a clear understanding of the financial 
mechanism which led to the problem. 

Unfortunately such understanding is 
not only difficult to find, but is carefully 
excluded from all officially recognised 
courses of study in subjects such as 
economics. It is as though a study of 
electronics was conducted under the 
deliberately imposed condition that 
Ohm's law was not only never to be 
mentioned but was to be ridiculed and 
discredited by any available means, 
logical or otherwise. It is impossible to 
believe that any technical subject such as 
electronics could be so much under the 
control of subversive influences that 
such a ban could be sustained, yet all 
available evidence shows that such is the 
case when it comes to finance. The ques¬ 
tion is — Why? 

I enclose with this letter a copy of a 
book published last year which outlines 
some aspects of the subject. This book 
was a submission to the Financial System 
Enquiry, more generally known as the 
Campbell Inquiry. It is indicative of the 
presence of a conspiracy at least of 
silence that it was completely ignored 
both by the Inquiry committee and by 
politicians. The very fact that it was ig¬ 
nored is in reality a tacit admission that it 
cannot be dismissed by logical 
argument. 

Although the authors make no claim to 
infallibility, it is not too much to say that 
this book contains the seeds of a con¬ 
cept of finance without which no social 
problem has any chance of being resolv¬ 
ed. I have long respected your ability to 
get to the core of a problem in your 
writings on any subject except finance - 
may I hope that you will give these 
words, and the enclosed book, carefu 
attention. 

J. D. Malan, 

Cleveland 4163. 


IS NOW ON SALE! 
LOOK FOR IT AT YOUR NEWSAGENT 
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fish and chips to silicon chips.” 


It’s a long way from the counter of 
a take away food bar to an electronic 
technician’s work bench. But that’s what 
George Raftou achieved in under three 
years with ICS training. This is his story. 

"I wanted a career, but I’d left school 
early, so 1 didn’t have much hope. I couldn’t 
afford to go on apprentices wages. And 
because of my education they wouldn’t even 
have me at tech.” 

That was three years ago, about the 
time George saw the International 
Correspondence Schools coupon in a 
magazine. 

"I don’t know why I picked 
electronics. I just figured with all the stereos 
and TVs around there seemed to be a lot of 
opportunities.” 

Study on full wages. 

"The best thing about ICS was that I 
could smdy when it suited me and earn 

ICS guided smdy helped George 
progress quickly. Systemised lessons, smdy 
notes and the guidance of a mtor make ICS 
programs one of the most personalised 
methods of learning. You learn at your own 
pace, taking time over difficult areas, rushing 
through subjects known to you. 

After just one year, George passed his 
first PMG exam. This enabled him to join an 
electronics school that normally wouldn’t 
take anyone who had left school so early. 

"I joined halfway through the year, 
but was right up with the class,” George told 

Today, George Raftou works with a 
leading electronics company servicing 


calculators. He hopes the next promotion 
will see him in the company’s computer 
division. All that achieved in less than three 

Turn your hobby into 
a career. 

Like George Raftou you can use ICS 
training to enter the world’s fastest growing 
industry. 

Check the ICS electronics courses listed 
below then nominate a specific course in the 
coupon. We’ll send you information without 
cost or obligation. 

1. Basic Electronics. 

2. Electronics Technician. Approved by 
TETIA. 

3. Electronic Instrumentation and 
Control Systems. 


4. Electronic Technology. 

5. Electronics Maintenance. 

6. Radio-Electronic Telemetry; electrical 
and electronic aspects of telemetering. 

7. Amateur Radio Operator’s Certificate 
ofProficiency. 

8. Digital Electronics. 

9. Data Processing. 

10. TV Servicing. Approved by TETIA. 

11. TV Principles. 

12. Electrical Engineering Technician. 

13. Electrical and Electronic Drafting. 

14. Automobile Electrician. 

15. Industrial Electrician. 

16. Electrical Mechanic. 

International Correspondence Schools 
(A’sia) Pty Ltd. 400 Pacific Highway, 

Crows Nest, N.S.W. 2065 
Tel: (02) 43 2121. 
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(2) Diffraction theories applied to 
reflector antennas. 

(3) The spherical wave expansion 
method. 

(4) Field correlation methods. 

(5) Numerical models for reflector 
antenna feed systems. 

(6) Crosspolarisation in reflector 
antennas. 

(7) Shaped Cassegrain design. 

(8) Focal plane patterns. 

(9) VSWR of reflector systems. 

In summary, a book by an engineer for 
specialised engineers. (L.D.S.) 

Audio projects 

AUDIO PROJECTS, by F. G. Rayer, TEng 
(CEI),’ Assoc IERE. Published 1981 by 
Bernard Babani Publishing Ltd, Lon¬ 
don. Stiff paper covers, 92 pages 
180mm x 108mm, illustrated by 
diagrams. Price in Australia $5.85. 
Unless I'm much mistaken, 
author/writer F. C. Rayer has been 
around for as long as I have. And, unless 
I'm further mistaken, I've seen something 
very like this book before. Perhaps its 
July, 1981, dateline indicates a revision. 

The book is seemingly directed at ex¬ 
perimenters who like to fiddle with sim¬ 
ple circuits — in this case to do with 
audio. 

After some introductory remarks on 
power supply requirements, the author 
suggests circuits for six preamplifier and 
mixing stages, followed by 13 power 
amplifiers involving both discrete com¬ 
ponents and ICs. Here and there, some 
hints are given about layout but, for the 
most part, this is largely left to the 
constructor. 

Later sections in the book deal with 
tone controls, matching and connectors, 
with 10 simple projects collected in a 
final "Miscellaneous" section. 

As I said, a good book for those who 
like fiddling with gadgets and circuits. 
Our copy came from the Technical Book 
and Magazine Co Pty Ltd, 289-299 
Swanston St, Melbourne, 3000. Phone 
(03) 663 3951. (W.N.W.) 


Electric motor control 

ELECTRIC MOTOR CONTROL by Walter 
N. Alerick. Published 1975 by Delmar 
Publishers, Albany, New York. Soft 
covers, 226 pages, 260 x 200mm. Il¬ 
lustrated with photographs and many 
diagrams. Price $9.50. 

Intended as text for American trade 
courses, the book gives a very com¬ 
prehensive treatment of control gear for 
all types of electric motors used in in¬ 
dustry. The approach is strictly practical 
rather than theoretical and each section 
is brief and concise. 

The book is split into eleven sections, 
with section one being introductory and 
section two treating devices such as 
relays, contactors, float and pressure 
switches. Sections three and four are 
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Literature 


Data Acquisition 

DATA ACQUISITION FOR SIGNAL 
ANALYSIS, by K. G. Beachamp and C. 
K. Yuen. Published 1980 by George 
Allen & Unwin, London. Hard covers, 
241 X 160mm, 257 pages, many 
diagrams. Price $57.50. 

I must admit to doing a double-take 
when I saw the price of this book. While 
it may seem excessive, it does reflect the 
high cost of publishing textbooks which 
will have a relatively small print run. That 
is unfortunate because it is potentially a 
very useful reference for people working 
in diverse fields, whether or not they 
have a good background knowledge in 
electronics. 

Perhaps the best way to give an idea of 
the content of the book is to discuss the 
various chapters. Chapter One gives 
some insight into this term Data Acquisi¬ 
tion and we learn that it involves sampl¬ 
ing and quantisation, terms that are 
more familiar to readers of electronics' 
magazines in the concept of analog-to- 
digital conversion. The chapter also talks 
about typical signals, such as biological 
and environmental signals (eg, wind, 
temperature) and also discusses data 
logging and gives a brief but good in¬ 
troduction to digital computers and logic 
elements. 

Chapter Two talks about data mesure- 
ment in terms of typical transducers such 
as strain gauges, venturi tubes, ther¬ 
mocouples and so on. Chapter Three 
continues with pre-processing of signals 
as performed in operational amplifiers 
(differential, summing, sample-and-hold), 
filters and gives a good discussion of 
digital filters and the process of decima¬ 
tion of a digitised signal. 

Chapter Four is entitled data acquisi¬ 
tion and we learn that this really means 
data recording such as on chart 
recorders, XY plotters, analog tape 
recorders, it goes on to give a good 
description of the elements of analog 
(read audio) tape recording and its limita¬ 
tions, and mentions FM recording as 
employed in instrumentation together 
with an outline of the IRIG standards for 
FM systems. Also mentioned are digital 
recording methods such as RZ and NRZ 
(non return to zero). 

Chapter Five gives a detailed discussion 
of the theory of digitisation and talks 
about aliasing, and quantisation noise. 
Analog-to-digital encoders are discussed, 
starting with the electromechanical 


methods such as the Gray shaft encoder 
and going on to electronic methods such 
as ramp-and-hold, successive aproxima- 
tion and parallel conversion. Chapter Six 
continues with discussion of data acqusi- 
tion systems which includes a general 
outline of the general purpose interface 
bus (GPIB) originally developed by 
Hewlett-Packard. 

Chapter Seven deals with 
microprocessor hardware and talks 
about memory, program counters, bran¬ 
ches and condition codes, stacks, direct 
memory access and so on. It also spends 
a few pages on software development 
and interfacing. 

Finally, Chapter Eight deals with 
remote sensing with passive devices 
such as light and infrared sensors and 
with active systems such as radar and 
lasers. There is also discussion of 
telemetry and telecommunications 
which includes a short discussion on 
modems. 

In conclusion, this text can be regarded 
as a useful reference for the scientist or 
research worker in fields other than elec¬ 
tronics and could be recommended for 
purchase by libraries. Not too many in¬ 
dividuals will be able to afford it. (L.D.S.) 


Microwave Antennas 

REFLECTOR ANTENNA ANALYSIS AND 
DESIGN, by P. J. Wood. Published by 
Peter Preregrinus Ltd, London, 1980. 
Hard covers, 223 x 146mm, 226 
pages, many diagrams and a few 
photos. Price in UK £13. 

The preface of this book begins with 
the statement that the various facets of 
the electrical design of a reflector an¬ 
tenna are usually tackled by a judicious 
combination of (a) empirical methods, 
(b) scalar aperture and Fourier transform 
theories, (c) vector electromagnetic 
models of the antenna diffraction pro¬ 
cesses. That should leave you in no 
doubt that this is text intended mainly for 
engineers working in the field of antenna 
design. 

Unless you are fully familiar with in¬ 
tegral calculus and vector analysis, the 
material in the book is likely to be of lit¬ 
tle use. Assuming that you are, the 
chapter headings are as follows: 

(1) Introduction. 









devoted to basic control circuits while 
section five talks about reduced voltage 
starters such as tapped resistors and 
autotransformers. Sections six, seven 
eight and nine talk about controllers for 
three-phase, wound rotor, synchronous 
and DC motors. Section 10 is about brak¬ 
ing while section 11 talks about various 
types of drive such as gearboxes, belts 
and magnetic clutches and drives. 

I was disappointed to find no mention 
of electronic control gear involving 
thyristors but I would still regard the 
book as useful. A basic knowledge of DC 
and AC motors is assumed, although 
most of the fundamentals are alluded to 
in various sections of the text. 

Our review copy came from McGills 
Authorised Newsagency Pty Ltd, 107 
Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, Victoria. 
(L.D.S.) 

BASIC Games 

INSIDE BASIC GAMES: By Richard Mateo- 

sian. Papers covers, 178mm x 226mm, 

324 pages. Published by Sybex Inc, 

USA, 1981. Price $17.50 

Despite its title, this book is not a col¬ 
lection of game programs, nor is its 
primary purpose idle amusement. 
Rather, the author has chosen games as 
an ideal example for use in teaching pro¬ 
gramming style in Basic. Any reader who 
studies "Inside Basic Games" will indeed 
be able to design games programs, but 
more importantly they will learn to 
design clear, structured programs for any 
application. 

The first five chapters of the book are 
more or less standard fdr this type of 
programming text, although perhaps 
more clearly, expressed than most. 
Arithmetic games, guessing games, 
games with timing programs and calen¬ 
dars are covered in separate chapters, 
with the emphasis on explaining and 
understanding the design of the program 
rather than on playing the game. 

To illustrate the techniques of pro¬ 
gramming and the flow of control in the 
programs the author uses his own 
idiosyncratic code called "free Basic", a 
type of pseudo-code combination of 
Basic and Pascal. 

As explained in the book, "free Basic" 
was developed to free the Basic pro¬ 
grammer from the requirement of line 
numbers in program listings and to allow 
structured programming techniques 
(specifically the avoidance of GOTO 
constructs) to be applied to Basic.' 1 Each 
program in the book begins with a free 
Basic listing and is then translated into 
standard Basic expressions for use with 
computers such as the PET, TRS-80 and 
Apple II. 

"Free Basic" itself is an interesting at¬ 
tempt to introduce structured program¬ 
ming to users of Basic. With its use of 
lower case letters, indentation and con¬ 
trol structures such as Repeat, Do while 
and Case statements it is similar in form 
to Pascal, while maintaining strong con- 
(continued on page 137) 


Just some of the books from the largest range of computer, radio and elec¬ 
tronics books in Australia. 

If the book you require is not listed below, it can be ordered from us. 

A Simplified Guide to Structured Cobol Program¬ 
ming (McCracken) $26.55 

Structured Cobol, A Pragmatic Approach 
(Grauer) $24.25 

The Programmer's ANSI Cobol Reference 


PASCAL: 

Pascal: The Language and its Implementation 
(Barron) $37.50 

Pascal Programming for the Apple (Lewis) $17.50 

Introduction to Pascal (Welsh & Elder) $16.95 

An Introduction to Programming and Problem 
Solving with Pascal (Schneider and others) $13.90 

Programming in Pascal (Grogono) $12.95 

Beginner's Guide for the UCSD Pascal Systems 
(Bowles) $16.50 

The Byte Book of Pascal (Litfick) $35.75 

Data Structures Using Pascal (Tenenbaum) $28.95 

Introduction to Pascal .Including UCSD Pascal 
(Sybex) $18.95 

The Pascal Handbook (Sybex) - $18.95 

Primer on Pascal (Conway and others) $17.50 

Practical Introduction to Pascal (Wilson & Ad 
dyman) $12.95 

Pascal User Manual 4 Report (Jensen) $ 9.75 

BASIC: 

A Basic Approach to Basic (Mullish) $23.75 

Entering Basic (Sack) $12.00 

Programming in Basic tor Business (Bosworth) $13.35 
Illustrating Basic (Alcock) $ 9.50 

Fundamentals of Programming in Basic (Nicker 


OTHER COMPUTER TITLES 


8085A Cookbook (Titus 4 others) 

6809 Microcomputer Programming 4 Interfac¬ 
ing with Experiments (Staugaard) 

6801,68701 4 6803 Microcomputer Program¬ 
ming and Interfacing (Staugaard) 

TRS-80 Interfacing Book 1 (Titus) 

TRS-80 Interfacing Book 2 (Titus) 

Z8000 Assembly Language Programming 


$18.95 

$11.95 

$14.75 

$19.20 

$19.40 

$19.95 

$15.95 

$24.25 




$17.50 


Computer Programming in Basic (Monecs Basic) ! 

Basic Programming Primer (Waite 4 Pardee) $11.95 

Problems for Computer Solutions Using Basic 
(Walker) $17.50 

Inside Basic Games (Sybex) $17.50 

Basic Scientific Subroutines Vol. 1. 
(Ruckdeschel) $30.30 

Basic for Everyone (Worth) $18.95 

Basic Programming for Scientists 4 Engineers 
(Hubin) $15.50 

Business Information Processing with Basic 
(Struble) $17.50 

Basic Programming (Kemeny 4 Kurtz) $23.75 

Applied Basic Programming (Ageloff) $17.50 

Basic and the Personal Computer (Dwyer 4 Crit- 
chfield) $15.95 

A Guided Tour of Computer Programming in 
Basic (Dwyer) $ 8.95 

Computer Programs in Basic (Friedman) $14.75 

Basic with Style (Nagin 4 Ledgard) $ 9.00 

Introduction to Data Processing with Basic 
(Popkin 4 Pike) $24.50 

FORTRAN: 

The Fortran Cookbook (Dence) $10.95 

An Introduction to Computer Programming in 
Fortran (Monecs Fortran) $ 8.95 

Problem Solving and Structured Programming in 
Fortran (Friedman 4 Koffman) $13.95 

Fortran with Style (Ledgard 4 Chmura) $10.00 

Fortran for Students (Hutty) $13.95 

Problems for Computer Solutions Using Fortran 
(Walker) $17.50 

Programming with Fortran/WATFOR/WATFIV 


(Leventhal) 

Programming the Z8000 (Mateosian) 

CP/M Handbook(Zaks) 

CP/M Primer (Murtha 4 Waite) 

Let’s Talk LISP (Siklossy) 

Programmer's Guide to LISP (Tracton) 

Threaded Interpretive Languages (Loeliger) $26.15 

Word Processing (Rosen) $22.95 

Introduction to Word Processing (Quible) $19.95 

Structured Design (Yourdon) $29.95 

Australian Microcomputer Handbook (Computer 
Reference Guide) $23.00 

Z80 Microcomputer Design Projects (Barden) $17.50 

Z80 Assembly Language Programming (Leven¬ 
thal) $19-60 

Basic Microprocessors and the 6800 (Bishop) $18.50 

Using the 6800 Microprocessor (Poe) $ 8.95 

The ADA Programming Language (Pyle) $19.95 

Mostly Basic: Applications for your TRS-80 
(Berenbon) $14.75 

Mostly Basic: Applications for your APPLE II 
(Berenbon) $14.75 

Mostly Basic: Applications for your PET (Beren¬ 


bon) 


ELECTRICITY/ELECTRONICS 


Handbook of Electrical Noise (Vergers) 

Electrical Principles for the Electrical Trades 
(Jenneson) 

Logis Databook (National) 

Electrical Construction Cost Estimating (Cubit) 
Design of Active Filters with Experii—*- 


$11.75 

$12.50 

$39.90 

$11.95 


(Basso) 


$17.5C 


Programming using Structured 
Flowcharts (Haskell) $18.05 

Elementary Computer Programming in Fortran 
IV (Boguslavsky) $19.95 

A Guide to Fortran IV Programming (McCracken) $23.75 

COBOL: 

An Introduction to Computer Programming in 
Cobol (Monecs Cobol) $ 8.95 

A Cobol Book of Practice 4 Reference (Grauer) $21.50 

Introductory Structured Cobol Programming 
(Popkin) $22.50 

Information Systems through Cobol (Philippakis) $14.80 

Learning to Program in Structured Cobol Parts i 
and 2 (Yourdon and others) $26.95 

The Cobol Environment (Grauer 4 Crawford) $26.95 

File Techniques for Data Base Organisation in 
Cobol (Johnson) $26.95 


AC/DC Electricity 4 Electronics Made Easy 
(Veley) $13.95 

SCR Manual (General Electric) $ 6.00 

How to Build and Use Electronic Devices 
Without Frustration, Panic, Mountains or an 
Engineering Degree (Hoeing) $21.50 

Giant Handbook of 222 Weekend Electronics 
Projects (TAB) $14.95 

Radio Amateur’s Handbook 1981 $14.95 

World Radio TV Handbook 1981 $16.95 

Understanding DC Power Supplies (Davies) $ 9.95 

Radio Communication Handbook Volume 1 
(RSGB) $21.95 

Radio Communication Handbook Volume 2 
fRSGBt $18.90 

th Experiments 


Design of Transistor Circuits w 
(Pullen) 

Handbook of Telephones 4 Accessories 
(Sunier) $13.95 

Modern Radar: Theory, Operation 4 
Maintenance (Safford) $22.50 

Handbook of Multichannel Recording (Everest) $10.95 
Australian Radio Amateur Call Book 1981/1982 $ 3.95 
New Penguin Dictionary of Electronics (Young) $ 9.95 
Basic Electronics Course with Experiments 
(NCR) $15.95 

The Practical Handbook of Amateur Radio FM 
and Repeaters (Pasternak) $13.95 

We also carry a large range of overseas and local com¬ 
puter magazines. 

For Mail Orders please add: $1.50 Local $2.50 Interstate 

MCGILL’S AUTHORISED NEWSAGENCY PTY LTD 

187 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne. Phone; (03) 60-1475-6-7 

Prices subject to Alteration 
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by Pierce Healy, VK2APQ 


Amateur radio — a new world for the disabled 


The International Year of Disabled Persons has highlighted the 
desires, ambitions, and achievements of the disabled, as well as the 
handicaps they endure. Amateur radio has always offered the 
handicapped a very worthwhile activity; one which even the severely 
handicapped can enjoy to the full, and one which may change their 
whole way of life. 


Throughout the world there are many 
individual amateurs and amateur groups 
who make a special effort to instruct 
and, in other ways, assist handicapped 
people to enjoy amateur radio. They 
thus provide them with a worthwhile, 
absorbing, and long lasting hobby, and 
one which also increases the academic 
and practical knowledge of our elec¬ 
tronically orientated world. 

And, once established, many disabled 
amateurs make their own contributions 
to the technical scene. Your writer 
(VK2APQ) can recall vividly the 
knowledge and technical expertise pass¬ 
ed on by an amateur permanently con¬ 
fined to a wheel chair. Together with 
others, I recall many interesting discus¬ 
sions with an amateur who spent a major 
part of his life in an iron lung. There are 
many other cases where the amateur 
operator was totally blind or had a 
serious sight handicap, or confined to 
bed due to an accident of protracted 
illness. 

One such contact was with a blind 
operator in Dublin, Ireland. After a 
lengthy contact he revealed his handicap 
and that he had recorded my comments 
and questions with his braille typewriter 
and so was able to converse freely 
without his unseen contact being aware 
of his disability. Another instance can be 
recalled where an amateur in southern 
Queensland maintained almost daily 
contact with a severely handicapped 
young paralytic in the USA. Those con¬ 
tacts were maintained for several years. 

In some areas handicapped amateurs 
have formed their own clubs and meet 
on the air, offering mutual advice, help, 
companionship, and encouragement to 
each other. A fact of amateur radio is 
that only a very small percentage of 
those making contact over the air ever 
meet in person. Therefore, it is not possi¬ 
ble to even estimate how many are han¬ 
dicapped in a multitude of ways — be it 
98 


in general health, movement, speech, 
hearing or eyesight. 

Many attachment aids or gadgets have 
been devised to assist disabled 
operators. Details of some have been 

ublished, probably many more could 

e. 

These are instances where amateur 
radio has become part of the life of a 
disabled person, and these illustrate the 
role that amateur radio can play in 
assisting the handicapped. 

It should not be assumed that amateurs 
are doing everything that is necessary. 
This is a continuing and long term activi¬ 
ty that should be fostered, and not simp¬ 
ly forgotten at the beginning of 1982. 

So what about those who may not 
have heard of amateur radio — its 
fascinating aspects and the companion¬ 
ship it can offer to counter the loneliness 
and lack of contact with the world as a 
whole. 

In New South Wales, one amateur has 
taken on the task to promote and pro¬ 
vide co-ordination between amateur 
radio and disabled persons. 

He is Jim Saunders, VK2BNY, who is 
himself disabled. In July, 1981 Jim was 
appointed Wireless Institute of Australia 
co-ordinator for the disabled in New 
South Wales. 

There, are several aims which he hopes 
to achieve with the co-operation of 
anyone interested, be they disabled or 
not. Being actively interested in amateur 
radio over several years has given him an 
enthusiasm to encourage others to par¬ 
ticipate in the hobby. 

Firstly, he would like to see amateur 
radio as a common meeting ground for 
disabled persons, not necessarily 
through on-air nets, as many disabled 
people are reluctant to discuss their 
disability. However, many disabled peo¬ 
ple have been assisted by gadgets at¬ 
tached to various pieces of equipment as 
learning aids, operate on the air, or listen 


to amateurs and short-wave stations. If 
any person would like to contribute 
ideas or circuits for the formation of a 
central library of such ideas, Jim will be 
pleased to hear from them. 

Secondly is the important facet of mak¬ 
ing people aware that disabled persons 
are often very self-reliant and like to 
keep their independance. These people 
may have high intellectural ability but 
are physically handicapped in varying 

e third aim is to make the public 
aware that amateur radio can be a god¬ 
send to a disabled person when they 
discover the thrill of listening to an 
overseas station or speaking to one and 
then receiving a QSL card. 

It can open a new world for them. 

If you would like to help or are disabl¬ 
ed and would like to comment or pass 
on information then write to: Jim 
Saunders, VK2BNY, Co-ordinator for the 
Disabled, 19 Wallis Avenue, Toukley 
NSW 2263; or telephone during business 
hours (043) 96 4714. 

If a member of your family, or a friend, 
is disabled, and you feel that amateur 
radio may help, pay a visit to the 
Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences in 
Harris St, (off Broadway) Sydney. 

The Museum has a demonstration 
amateur radio station, VK2BQK which is 
manned by qualified operators each 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. Infor¬ 
mation on general aspects of amateur 
radio can be obtained from the 
operator. 

RADIO CLUB NEWS 

An explanation: If information supplied 
by your club did not appear and no 
publicity was given in these notes for 
events planned during September and 
October, the omission was due to mail 
handling delays in Australia Post centres. 

For example, June issue of the WIA 
South Australian Division "Journal", was 
received August 21, as was the June 
issue of Moorabbin and District Radic 
Club "APC". Similarly, information frorr 
other clubs. The July issue of "Amateu 
Radio" was received later in August afte 
the August issue had arrived. However 
by some strange quirk bills seemed no 
to be delayed. 
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SEND FOR DATA SHEET 


P.C.B. TRANSFORMERS 


Ideal f or electronic instruments, power supplies, emergency 
fighting systems, industrial control circuits etc. 

features 

« Designed to suit standard 0.1" P.C.8. grid 

• Lightweight and convenient. Simply 
soiders into position. 

• Insulated to Australian standard C 126 

• Low price 

• Available in 7 ratings — 1,2. 3. 5. 7,10 and 
12 V A 

• Can be supplied in multi-tapped or dual 
winding form 

• Telecom approved 

• Readily available in large or small 
quantities (min 50) 

Specially designed for 
printed circuit board mounting. 


A&RELECTRONICS^ gr = 

A MEMBER OF THE A & R SOANAR ELECTRONICS GROUP wESTAUsff 3819522 
30 Lexton Road, Box Hill, Vic., 3128, Australia. Telex; 32286 TASMANIA; 31 6533 


RADIO DESPATCH SERVICE 

869 George St, Sydney 2000 Near Harris St. 
Phone 211 0816,211 0191 


NOVEMBER SPECIALS 


"Philips” Par 38 100W E.S. 

Floodlamp, assor. colours, ea. 

Transformer: Prim: 240V; Sec: 24V. 
10VA, ea.. 

TV Set Baiun 300/75 OHM, ea 
“Sansei” 3300A Logic Probe Kit. 

IMP = IMSi. 

PVC Insulation Tape, assor. colours, 

10m roll, ea. 

20m roll, ea. 

S-2020 Horn Speaker 10 watt 8 

OHM, ea. 

“Ralmar" C.B. Crvstals, 27MHz 


Home Guardian Dimmer 

Switch, ea. 

'Weller" WTCPN S/Iron Station, i 
Computer Fan — Muffin 240V, ei 
'AOI” DM-150B Microphone 

200-600 OHM IMP, ea. 

“Unisound” DM-780 Power Base Sta¬ 
tion Microphone, ea. 

CSR-4 Cassette Module Storage Rack 
Transistors: BC237 or BC238, 10 for 
Triacs: SCI 51D 400V-15amp, 1 to 


$5.80 

$5.00 


$19.50 

$3.50 

$7.50 

$65.00 

$22.94 


75c 


$ 2.00 

10 Of, ea. $1.61 

“Sound Barrier” Model 727 Car 

Stereo Spkr Kit, pr. . . $40.80 

"Sound Barrier" Model LI 011 Mini Hi- 
Fi Speaker System. $98.50 


“Ralmar” PSS-2 Car Stereo Speaker 

Fader Control. 

"Ralmar” CA-30 L/Down four-section 

Car Aerial. 

Car Radio Speakers, Cone Covered: 

6" x 4" oval 4/8 OHM, ea. 

7" x 5” oval 4/8 OHM, ea. 

9" x 6" oval 4/8 OHM, ea. 

Penlite “AA” Ni-Cad Rechargeable 

Cells, ea. 

MPT-02 Television Game Unit. 

Extra Cartridges for TV Game, ea.. . 
Philips Computer Program tapes 



Hirose and Ansley Ribbon Cable 
Connectors fitted same day. 


All PC Boards for EA & ETI Projects Front Panels 
for some 1979 and 1980 EA & ETI projects. 
Black or silver background by the Scotchcal 


“NEUTRIK” PROFESSIONAL 
AUDIO CONNECTORS 


Available in 
3, 4 & 5 pin plug 
& socket, cord & 
panel types. 




BUY TEXAS CALCULATORS 

TI-58C. 

TI-59. 

PC-IOOC Printer. 

TI-30 II L.C.D. 

Business Analyst 
TI58/59 Module 

Libraries. 

BPIA Battery Pack 

S/Tax 

$135.00 

$224.00 

$205.00 

$17.20 

$41.88 

$33.40 

$7.28 

S/Tax 

$152.36 

$255.40 

$231.50 

$19.00 

$46.57 

$37.60 

$8.12 

MAIL ORDER CUSTOMERS 

Postage Local. 


. . $2.50 

Postage Interstate . . 


. . $3.00 
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RADIO 


To ensure that details of forthcoming 
events can be included, copy deadline 
must be considered. This is a minimum 
period of seven weeks prior to the first 
Wednesday in the month which 
precedes the event. This is necessary to 
allow time to read mail received and 
prepare copy for production deadlines. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DIVISION WIA: 
Mentioned in the preamble of these 
notes was the SA Div journal. This bi¬ 
monthly publication has a format that 
encourages retention for future, maybe 
historical, reference, rather than disposal 
after a cursory scan through the pages. 
This aspect seems to encourage 
members to take an active interest in the 
Division, a point gleaned from the 
1980/1981 presidents report and the 
number of members' names associated 
with the various Division sections and 
the articles published in the June issue. 
Also, the successes in the WIA Remem¬ 
brance Day Contests achieved by the 
Division. 

On the historical aspect here is a note 
taken from the June 1981 issue: 

'To refer to the early days, Elizabeth 
Geisel was definitely a pioneer. 
Elizabeth, or Betty as she was known to 
many, was licensed as VK5YL, at the age 
of 16 years in 1936, and went on*to hold 
a First and Second class certificate. 

"Elizabeth had to construct all her own 
equipment from whatever was available 
and at the outbreak of World War II 
relinquished her crystals along with 
other equipment. 

"Elizabeth did not return to amateur 
radio after the the war, but has retained 
her interest in electronics through her 
teaching in maths and science over the 
past 20 years. 

"Elizabeth's certificates may be seen in 
the Telecom Museum in King William 
Street, Adelaide SA." 

The cover of the Journal features an ar¬ 
tist's sketch of the SA WIA Div head¬ 
quarters, The Burley Griffin Building, 
West Thebarton Road, Adelaide SA. 
Division meetings are held on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Visitors are welcome. Postal address is 
Box 1234, GPO, Adelaide 5001. 

BLUE MOUNTAINS AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB: The club extends an invitation to 
amateurs, their families, and friends to 
attend their annual Field Day on Sunday 
November 15, 1981. 

The venue is the Springwood High 
School, Chapman Parade, Springwood. 
Activities will be 8.30/9.00am to 
1.00/4.30pm. 


There will be field] events together with 
events for the ladies and children. Trade 
displays and sale of food and drinks will 
be available. 

For further details contact John 
Belshaw, VK2VPG, Telephone 
(047)39 3615. 

BRISBANE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB: 
Changes have been made to the 
meeting place, postal address, and net 
activities of the club. 

Meetings are held at the State 
Emergency Service "C" group Head¬ 
quarters, Corner of School and Ipswich 
Roads, Yeronga, Brisbane Qld. Club nets 
are - Monday 7.30pm on 28.450MHz 
and 8.30pm on 3570kHz. Wednesday 
7.30pm on 146.550MHz. Club call sign 
is VK4BA. 

Postal address is PO Box 300, Darra 
4076, Brisbane Qld. Contact secretary, 
Don Johnman, for details of club 
activities. 

WEST AUSTRALIAN VHF GROUP (INC): 
Here are two ideas for Gamma match 
capacitors which should interest VHF 
operators. 

"Can't find a small air variable 
capacitor! Then use a tubular capacitor. 
Strip the outer covering and braid from a 
piece of RG-8 coaxial cable. The remain¬ 
ing conductor and insulating sleeve, 
when slipped into a 10mm outside 
diameter aluminium tube, makes a sim¬ 
ple capacitor... for 2m the length of the 
tube should be about 150mm. 

"Simple gamma capacitors can be con¬ 
structed from double-sided printed 
board. Initially use a small variable 
capacitor to determine the correct value, 
and then trim a piece of board to replace 
the variable capacitor. 

"If you want to gamble and avoid the 
variable capacitor substitution method, 
the following sizes will be more than 
enough and can be easily trimmed on 
the spot to give minimum SWR. For 6m, 
26 x 26mm, and 2m, 26 x 13mm of 
printed board." 

EASTERN ZONE VICTORIAN DIVISION 
WIA: Information from the secretary, 
Stewart Mair, VK3BSM states that there is 
no amateur radio club separate from the 
WIA in the area. The Eastern Zone 
covers West, Central and Southern 
Gippsland. 

Meetings are held on the last Monday 
evening of the month at the Latrobe 
Valley Airfield. Nets are conducted at 
2330UTC Sundays on 3622kHz and in 
conjunction with the East Gippsland 
Zone at 0930UTC Sundays through 
repeater VK3RML. 

The Zone has embarked on an active 
program to develop UHF FM and ATV 
repeaters in the area. Also a 2m beacon 
on 144.530MHz. 

The "Wildcat Award", sponsored by 


the Zone, is awarded to overseas 
amateurs who have five confirmed HF 
contacts with Zone members. The 
award is also given for five VHF contacts, 
other than through repeaters, to 
Australian or overseas amateurs. Ap¬ 
plications should be sent to the Awards 
Manager, David Scott, VK4DY, 174 
Johnson Street, Maffra, Vic. 3860. 

For further information on the Eastern 
Zone, contact Stewart Mair, VK3BSM, 
Box 339, Moe, Vic. 3825 or telephone 
after hours (051) 27 4229 or through the 
Latrobe repeater VK3RLV. 

WAGGA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB: A 
change has occurred in the production 
of the club's newsletter "QRM". Due to 
difficulties in publishing the South West 
Amateur Radio Society bulletin "Feed¬ 
back", as from August, 1981, "QRM" will 
incorporate SWARS news. Also at the an¬ 
nual meeting of WARC, Rex Black, 
VK2YA accepted the position as editor 
of the club newsletter. 

The annual meeting appointed Jeff Brill, 
VK2KBK president; Allan Wheaton, 
VK2KAW vice-president, and Russ Read, 
VK2AZR secretary. 

Tests have been carried out by 
members at Temora and Mount 
Bethungra as possible sites for a repeater 
installation. This will be on 147.700MHz 
in and 147.100MHz out. More tests were 
being planned. 

WARC meetings are held in the Wagga 
Rescue Club headquarters, Bolton Street, 
Wagga, NSW. For details of all activities 
contact the secretary, Russ Read, 
VK2AZR, 14 Urana Street, Wagga, NSW. 
2650 or telephone (069) 25 1324. 

ILLAWARRA AMATEUR RADIO 
SOCIETY: The society's UHF repeater, 
VK2RUW is now fully operational from a 
site south east of central Wollongong, 
NSW. The channel number is 8225, and 
the frequencies are 433.225MHz in and 
438.225MHz out. Coverage around that 
city appears very good especially in the 
northern suburbs which are shadowed 
from the VHF repeater VK2RAW. 

Meetings of the society are held on the 
second Monday of each month (except 
January) in the Congregational Hall, Cor¬ 
ner of Coombe and Market Streets, 
Wollongong, commencing at 7.30pm. 
Visitors are welcome. ® 


SO YOU WANT TO BE A 
RADIO AMATEUR? 

To achieve this aim, why not undertake 
one of the Courses conducted by the 
Wireless Institute of Australia? Establish¬ 
ed in 1910 to further the interests of 
Amateur Radio, the Institute is well 
qualified to assist you to your goal. 
Correspondence Courses are available at 
any time. Personal classes commence in 
February each year. 

For further information write to 

THE COURSE SUPERVISOR, 
W.I.A. 

P.O. BOX 123, 

ST. LEONARDS, NSW 2065 


Radio clubs and other organisations, as well as individual amateur operators, are invited to submit 
tews and notes of their activities for inclusion in these columns. Photographs will be published 
when of sufficient general interest, and where space permits. All material should be sent to Pierce 
Healy at 69 Taylor Street, Bankstown. 
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The Australian 

IB SCENE 



Police 


CB problems: We talk with the Qld 

Hopefully, the unpleasant episodes between mobile CBers in the 
Brisbane area and over-zealous police officers may soon be a thing 
of the past. This comes in the wake of telexes exchanged with Mr 
Ross Ramsay of the Department of Communications, and a meeting 
sought with the Queensland Commissioner of Police, Mr Terry 
Lewis. 


As planned, I telephoned Commis¬ 
sioner Lewis' office and requested a 
meeting with him, but was toid that he 
was very busy and was asked if it would 
be all right if his secretary rang me back 
at a later date. I must confess to thinking: 
"It's the old don't ring us, we'll ring you 
put-off." 

So, you can imagine my surprise when I 
was asked an hour later to ring Commis¬ 
sioner Lewis' office for the appointment. 

I did this, and arrangements were made 
for me to meet with Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner Atkinson the next morning. 

I must say that I was well received by 
Assistant Commissioner Atkinson, who 
seemed to be prepared to go out of his 
way to reach some mutually satisfactory 
arrangement between the police force 
and the NCRA. 

I explained the situation to Mr Atkin¬ 
son, who said that he felt that his officers 
were confused about the 23-channel 
equipment aspect of the problem. I 
ointed out to him that this seemed 
ighly likely but that the threat of con¬ 
fiscation of equipment on the spot seem¬ 
ed out of place, as a person has 48 hours 
to produce a driver's licence, when 


challenged, and that surely that was a 
more important matter than the posses¬ 
sion of a CB licence. I added that, at the 
very least, a CB operator should be given 
the same latitude as a driver in the same 
circumstances. 

Mr Atkinson has agreed to allow a CB 
operator 48 hours to produce a CB 
licence, if challenged to produce it by a 
police officer. He pointed out, however, 
that any CBer so challenged, who does 
not produce his licence, will find himself 
in trouble. 

I also re-stated the facts involved in the 
23 channel/18 channel set issue. Mr 
Atkinson had both the telexes 
photocopied and the issue of my column 
in which I first raised the matter. These 
will be appearing in the monthly police 
gazette, so as to ensure the widest possi¬ 
ble circulation of the information within 
the Queensland Police Force. 

Mr Atkinson suggested that CB 
operators should carry a photocopy of 
their licences with them in the car, when 
mobile, in case they are challenged to 
produce it. We both agreed that this 
would save a lot of the hassles and I 
seriously ask all operators to endeavour 


to comply with this request. I mentioned 
to Mr Atkinson that, as far as I and the 
NCRA knew, Queensland was the only 
state where the matter was being 
pressed. 

Subsequent to this meeting, Ross Ram¬ 
say telephoned Chris Tooley, the NCRA 
National Treasurer, asking us to try to 
come up with a solution to the problem. 
One of the alternatives, which Ross sug¬ 
gested, was that we revert to the system 
of one-set one-licence, with the ap¬ 
propriate reduction in licence fees, of 
course. This and other options are cur¬ 
rently under consideration by the Na¬ 
tional Executive. 

CONVENTION POSTPONED: Because 
of a shortage of funds, at this time, the 
planned 1981 NCRA Convention, due to 
be held at the Auburn Motor Inn, 
Sydney, on the weekend of October 
31/November 1 has had to be postpon¬ 
ed until a date to be advised. It is hoped 
that affiliates will realise the problem and 
forward their fees as soon as possible. 
The funds which are on hand at the mo¬ 
ment are being conserved so that the 
Association can be prepared for its com¬ 
ing submission on the CBRS Inquiry. This 
submission must take precedence over 
other matters because it is, after all, the 
basic reason for the NCRA's existence. 

WRONG PHOTOGRAPH: I must 
apologise to Bernie and Peter Bischa of 
Olbis Industries, Oxley, Brisbane who 
were the sponsors of our recent, most 
successful competition. The photograph 
which appeared at the head of the 
September column carried the caption 
that it was of Bernie Bischa. The fact is 
that it was a photo of Peter Bischa. I 
hasten to add that the fault does not lie 
with the magazine: As it turns out, the 
guys are already talking of what prizes to 
offer for another competition next year. 

COMPETITION WINNERS: I was 
delighted to receive letters from both 
Angie and Mark, the winners of the 
OLBIS competition and, as it turned out, 
both letters arrived on the same day. 
Both Angie and Mark expressed their 
thanks to myself, the editor, the 
magazine and, of course, to OLBIS In¬ 
dustries for running the competition and 
providing the prizes. Thank you both for 
taking the trouble to write. 


AMUSEMENT MACHINES 

WE’RE THE COIN MACHINE INDUSTRY’S SERVICE CENTRE ! 


FAST ELECTRONIC CIRCUIT 
BOARD REPAIRS AND 
REPROGRAMMING. 

SAME DAY SERVICE SEND 
YOUR BOARDS FROM 
ANYWHERE IN AUST/NZ/PNG. 

FOR SALE 

ELECTRONIC PINBALLS 
FROM $299; VIDEO TABLES 
FROM $800; NEW VIDEO 
TABLES FROM $2200; HOME 
PINBALLS FROM $159. 

AUTOMATIC 

RECREATION 

MACHINE CO PTY LTD 

PHONE, WRITE OR CALL FOR COMPREHENSIVE 
^ ^ PRICE LIST 

31 WATLAND ST, 
SPRINGWOOD, QLD 
PHONE (07) 208 8333. TELEX 44658 
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HELP FOR DISABLED: The International 
Year of the Disabled has been given a 
special meaning by the Hotel Tango CB 
club of Brisbane. "Parkhaven", in the 
suburbs of Brisbane is a home for those 
who, in today's vernacular are described 
as sub-normal people. Personally, I 
prefer the term "special people". 
Anyway, the club members have set the 
home up with CB equipment and every 
night, between 6.30 and 7.30, you can 
hear them on channel 16 (Australian) 
teaching the patients how to use the 
sets. Breakers are always welcome, and I 
sometimes wonder just who is teaching 
who! My most heartfelt congratulations 
to the members of the Hotel Tango club 
and all those who are assisting them in 
this marvellous work. 

If there are any other clubs or in¬ 
dividuals doing the same type of thing, 
please let me know so that we can 
acknowledge the work you are doing, 
and thereby encourage others to follow 
suit. 

"IS THAT JAN OF EA?" I had a pleasant 
surprise, the other night when Terry (Na¬ 
tional Director of the NCRA) and I were 
discussing the Inquiry Interim Report 
Recommendations on air and I had occa¬ 
sion to call in a breaker. He asked for 
more information so I filled him in. Then 
he asked me if I was the Jan who writes 
for "Electronics Australia". I admitted that 
it was. We had a bit of a chat and then 
he went clear. The following day .the 
same thing happened, only this time the 
breaker was female. She wished me well 
in the column before she signed clear. I 
hope that this means that more and 
more CBers are reading this magazine. If 
you do happen to hear Terry (99) or 
myself (51) talking at any time, please 
feel free to break in and talk to us. We 
are usually on at around 7.30-8.00am 
and then at 4.30 to 5.00pm each day 
Monday to Friday. 

OLD TIMERS REAPPEARING: More fre¬ 
quently, these days, I am hearing voices 
from tne past, and I mean that literally. It 
;eems that a lot of the initial operators 
ire coming back on air, and that is good 
:o see. I hope that the trend continues. 
Meanwhile, the skip is still coming in 
oud and clear here in Brisbane. I was 
alking to a friend, while waiting for Terry 
o come on air after work the other mor- 
ling, and called in five breakers: three 
rom South Australia and two from New 
Zealand. Don't forget that we are allow- 
:d to talk to overseas stations provided 
hat we do not initiate the contact. I 
vould like to say a special "hello" to 
>lew Zealand readers, too. 

Well, that seems to be about all for this 
nonth. In the meantime, don't forget to 
et me have any interesting snippets of 
lformation, which we can share. Send it 
o me cl- The Australian CB Scene, PO 
ox 406, Fortitude Valley, Qld 4006. So 
heerio ... 

Jan Christensen. 



WE SELL TO WHITE ANTS 
BLACK ANTS AND NOW 
COLOUR ANTS - 
WHY NOT YOU? 


Are you plagued with BUGS in your TV-FM or video 
cassette, the performance is dependent on the level 
and quality of the signal being fed into the equipment. 
Regardless of hoy much you spend on your TV/FM 
receiver or video cassette your equipment will only per¬ 
form as well as the Antennae system will allow, a good 
installation will rectify these problems and let your 
equipment prove how good it can perform. 

We have the largest selection of TV Aerials in 
NSW. 

Phone the Specialists for your antenna 
problems, we will help you to receive 
good pictures or good sound. 

FREE VERBAL ADVICE GIVEN. WE CANNOT ENTER 
INTO CORRESPONDENCE. 

ELECTROCRAFT EK 

68 Whiting Street, Artarmon NSW. 
Telephone 438 4308 (ext 6) 

Hours: 8am to 5pm. 


AN INTRODUCTION TO 

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS 



Electronic equipment now plays an important 
rple in almost every field of human endeavour. 
And every day, more and more electronic 
equipment is “going digital”. Even professional 
engineers and technicians find it hard to keep 
pace. In order to understand^ new 
developments, you need a good grounding in 
basic digital concepts, and An Introduction to 
Digital Electronics can give you that grounding. 
Tens of thousands of people — engineers, 
technicians, students and hobbyists — have us¬ 
ed the previous editions of this book to find out 
revolutions is all about. The 
been updated and expanded, 
f greater value. 


ONLY 
$4.50 
+ 70c 

p&p 


Available from "Electronics Australia", 57 
Regent St, Sydney. PRICE $4.50 OR by mail 
order from “Electronics Australia", PO Sox 
163, Chippendale, 2008. PRICE $5.20. 


LQS-K'Y 


Fundamentals of 


VIDEO 


418 BRIDGE ROAD, RICHMOND. 3121, PHONE (03) 429 5674 
MAIL P0 BOX 347, RICHMOND, 3121, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA 



FIRST WITH OSI 

SOFTWARE 

NOW 

FIRST WITH THE 
‘ROLLS ROYCE’ 

IN TV GAMES-CUM- 
COMPUTERS 


SEE TV ADVERTS. OCTOBER 
ONWARDS 

TV GAMES, WHICH GROW INTO A 
POWERFUL 

COMPUTER WITH PERIPHERALS 
INTELLIVISION — INTELLIGENT 
TELEVISION 

FIRST RELEASE: Master Component — 
$359.00 

Games Cartridges (20 to choose from 
— now) — $49.98 
Keyboard Component & Peripherals — 
Later 

Prices include Sales Tax. 

Prices subject to change without notice. 


“Ask for price lists 
of our latest 
Ohio software titles.” 


Solid State 



Fundamentals of Solid State has been reprinted, 
revised and updated showing how popular it has 
been. It provides a wealth of information on 
semiconductor theory and operation, delving much 
deeper than very elementary works but without the 
maths and abstract theory which make many of the 
more specialised texts very heavy going. It begins 
with atomic theory, diode types, unijunction, field 
effect and bipolar transistors, thryister devices, 
device fabrication and microcircuits. A glossary of 
terms and an index complete the book. 


Available from “Electronics Australia”, 57 
Regent St, Sydney. PRICE $3.50. OR by 
mail order from “Electronics Australia”, 
PO Box 163, Chippendale, 2008. PRICE 
$4.20. 


ELECTRONICS Australia, November, 1981 


103 





























Radio Sweden: a variety of programs in 7 languages 

Radio Sweden International broadcasts in English to Australia every 
day 1100-1130UTC on 21,610kHz. A variety of program material is 
covered, including news, commentary, music and 
interests such as stamp collecting and shortwave listening. 


Our first verification from Radio 
Sweden was in 1938, when the 5kW 
transmitter was located at Motala. In 
1947, power was increased to 12kW and 
two transmitters were in use. Transmis¬ 
sions were in Swedish except for one 
hour a day in which broadcasts in 
English, French and German were 
transmitted. 

Today Radio Sweden uses three 
500kW transmitters located at Horby 
(two transmitters) and Karlsborg, and the 
transmissions are in seven languages - 
English, French, German, Portuguese, 
Russian, Spanish and Swedish. Each pro¬ 
gram is 30 minutes duration, and they 
are transmitted to all parts of the world. 

During the writer's visit to Stockholm in 
1969 he was able to persuade the 
Swedish Broadcasting Corporation to 
commence a daily transmission to 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Radio Sweden is publicly financed and 
is part of the Swedish Broadcasting Cor¬ 
poration. Under the agreement with the 
Swedish Government the Corporation 
makes its own decisions on program 
content. 

On weekdays all transmissions from 
Radio Sweden start with a news bulletin 
with the emphasis on events in Sweden 
and the other Nordic countries. Radio 
Sweden also presents daily reviews of 
Swedish press comment on events at 
home and abroad. A current affairs 
magazine contains reports and commen¬ 
tary on events in Sweden. There are 
special programs for DX enthusiasts and 
stamp collectors. Sport is also covered 
while on one day at the weekend enter- 
tainment and popular music 
predominate. 

Radio Sweden is housed in a modern 
concrete and glass structure which was 
built in 1963. In the grounds of the com- 
lex is an 18th century stables which has 
een converted into a restaurant for the 


Notes from readers should be sent to Arthur 
Cushen, 212 Earn Street, Invercargill NZ. All 
times are UTC (GMT). Add eight hours for 
WAST, 10 hours for EAST and 12 hours for 
NZT. 


employees of Swedish Radio and Televi¬ 
sion. The lower floor of the studio block 
contains a shopping plaza, while ex¬ 
cellent facilities are provided for visitors 
to view some of the huge studios being 
used for orchestral performances. 

SWEDEN CALLING 

The weekly broadcast of Sweden Call¬ 
ing DXers is now the longest running pro¬ 
gram of its type. Radio Sweden's pro¬ 
gram commenced a few months after 
Radio Australia's first DX session in 1949, 
but with the closing of Calling DXers on 
Radio Australia a few months ago Radio 
Sweden takes the honour. Radio 
Sweden's program differs from similar 
programs on other stations in that it is 
based entirely on listeners' contributions. 
Every week the station receives between 
60 and 100 letters with material for the 
program. 

Arne Skoog retired from the program 
during the 30th anniversary of Sweden 
Calling DXers and was succeeded by 
George Wood. The session is heard on 
Tuesdays in English, German, French, 
Spanish and Portuguese, and on Fridays 
in Russian. The English transmission to 
Australia of Sweden Calling DXers is 
heard on Tuesdays at 1115UTC on 
21610kHz. 

NEW RELAY BASE 

After some months of testing, the new 
BBC Relay Base in Lesotho, southern 
Africa is now operating on a regular 
schedule relaying the World Service. 
This new Relay Base will cover Mozambi¬ 
que, South Africa and other areas in 
southern Africa. The schedule is 
0400-0915UTC (Saturdays and Sundays 
to 1015UTC) on 9515kHz, 1030- 

1745UTC on 11830kHz and from 
1800-2030 on 6190kHz. The new base 
will give much better reception of the 
World Service in southern Africa as in 
the past reception has been either direct 
from the United Kingdom or from the 
Relay Base on Ascension in the South 
Atlantic. 

According to the World Radio & Televi¬ 
sion Handbook Radio Lesotho has plans 
to install a lOOkW medium-wave 


transmitter on 639kHz, and three 50kW 
transmitters for a shortwave service. 

RMI PROGRAMS 

Radio Monitors International, a pro¬ 
gram for shortwave listeners, is broad¬ 
cast over the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Cor¬ 
poration on Sunday 1100-1130UTC. The 
program is compiled in the Poona 
Studios in India by Adrian Peterson and 
the best reception is on 11835kHz. Ac¬ 
cording to an advance schedule of 
broadcasts during November the feature 
will include a look at the Voice of Free 
Asia on November 1, while on 
November 15, the features include a visit 
to BBC Brookmans Park and a Radio 
Canada International program on 
language recognition. This will be follow¬ 
ed by a look at a broadcasting in Benin 
on November 22 and on November 29, 
the Solomon Islands Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

The transmission is carried on three fre¬ 
quencies, 11835, 15120 and 17850kHz. 
The program recently ran a competition 
in which listeners were asked to answer 
questions about identification signals 
and Bryan Marsh of Auckland, NZ was 
the winner. 

NEW FRENCH RELAY 

Further details concerning the new 
relay base being built for Radio France 
International in Guyana have been 
released. It has been decided to use 
transmitters of 500kW for the long range 
services to West Africa, North America 
and part of South America. For the 
shorter range services half power will be 
used on the 500kW transmitters. The 
transmitting centre will be equipped 
with multi-band curtain antennae to pro¬ 
vide a wide coverage of frequencies. 

The initial installation will be three 
transmitters each of 500kW, and four 
groups of high gain curtain antennas. The 
initial cost of the project will be spent 
during 1982 and 1983 and the overall ex¬ 
penditure is over 100 million francs in¬ 
cluding the transmitters, antenna towers 
and living quarters. 

Radio France International has also an¬ 
nounced plans to build a transmitter in 
New Caledonia to provide better 
coverage of their service throughout the 
South Pacific area. Radio France Interna¬ 
tional is already using the transmitting 
facilities of Africa Number One in Gabon 
to serve their listeners in Africa. £ 
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New Products 


Telephone Dialler from Dick Smith Electronics 




At left is the new telephone dialler from Dick Smith 
Electronics. Above, the Stalker IX AM/SSB transceiver, which 
fully meets the new government requirements for marine use. 


If you have a list of people to whom 
you make regular telephone calls, the 
newly released Telephone Dialler from 
Dick Smith Electronics may be just what 
you need. Using the dialler it is possible 
to store up to 28 different numbers 
including STD and ISD numbers and 
recall any one of them at the touch of a 
button. When the appropriate button is 
pressed the telephone number is 
displayed at the top of the dialler. 

The dialler can operate as a 
pushbutton telephone and has a last 
number recall feature for use when the 
number called is engaged. On pressing 
the re-dial button, the dialler will call the 
number again. 

Battery back-up is included so that 
stored numbers are not lost if the mains 
power fails. Note that the device is not 
Telecom approved, and should only be 
used with private networks. 

Recent revision by the Department of 
Communications of the 27MHz On¬ 
shore Boating Radio Communication 
Service now provides for the use of SSB 
transmission on 27MHz. As a result, Dick 
Smith Electronics, one of Australia's 
largest wholesalers of 27MHz marine 
equipment, now has available a fully 
approved AM/SSB transceiver which 
meets the new government 
requirements and costs only $249.00. 

The Stalker IX transceiver, Cat No. D 
1715, comes fitted with the maximum 
number of allocated channels and 
provides for further expansion to 12 


marine frequencies. In addition, the set 
complies with the boating industry list of 
recommended features with automatic 
distress frequency surveillance on 
unused channels and AM transmission 
on 27.88MHz. 

Standard features include a public 
address facility, fully variable 
microphone gain, RF gain control for 
overload protection, and receiver 
clarifier control. The receiver is supplied 
with mounting bracket, power cord, 
microphone bracket and comprehensive 
instruction booklet. 

Technical specifications are as follows: 
PPL synthesised; TX output 4W (AM), 
12W PEP (SSB); RX sensitivity 0.25/xV for 
SSB, 0.6/tV for AM; RX clarifier range 
±1.25kHz. 

Also from Dick Smith Electronics is a 
heavy duty instrument case for project 
builders. Constructed from high impact 
ABS plastic in tan with black insert 
panels, the case provides for mounting 
circuit boards vertically or horizontally, 
with provision for a handle if required. 
Both front and rear panels slot into the 
case for easy assembly. 

Measuring 205mm x 64mm x 159mm 
(WxHxD), the case is said to be ideally 
suited to bench and portable 
instruments such as frequency counters, 
DVMs and other test equipment. Price is 
$19.95. 

Another new product from Dick Smith 
Electronics is a compact rotary cooling 
fan designed for power supply and 


transmitter applications, although 
suitable for a wide range of uses. The 
cooling fan is 11cm in diameter and can 
be mounted either internally or 
externally. Seven plastic fan blades are 
encased in a metal frame for rigidity and 
the fan can be built in to new equipment 
or added to existing gear. It operates on 
240V AC. 

Further information is available from 
your nearest Dick Smith Electronics 
store. 


NTK low impedance 
electrolytic capacitors 

Soanar Electronics Pty Ltd, the 
Australian agent for NTK of Japan, has 
recently introduced a new style of low 
impedance electrolytic capacitor to the 
Australian market. FTE Series capacitors 
were designed specifically by NTK for 
use in switching regulators requiring 
extemely low impedance at frequencies 
between 10 and 100kHz. 

The capacitors use a newly designed 
element structure and a square section 
plastic case with a low profile for PCB 
mounting. Ripple current at high 
frequency is reduced compared to 
ordinary to ordinary electrolytic 
capacitors because of the low series 
resistance of the FTE capacitor, and even 
products continued pi09 
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IHWIRE-WRAPPING <6g) HASTHEUNE... 

HOBBY-WRAP-30 




SOCKET WRAP-ID 


• UNIQUE NEW SYSTEM FOR IDENTIFYING WIRE WRAPPING PINS AND SOCKETS • 



• PRESS-FIT TO SOCKET PINS • INSTANT PIN NUMBERING • LARGE SPACE FOR USER INFO 

• IMPROVES WIRING SPEED • REDUCES WIRING ERRORS • SIMPLIFIES TROUBLESHOOTING 

AVAILABLE FOR DIP SIZES: 14, 16; 18, 20, 22, 24, 28, 40, AND 96 PINS 


AMPEC ELECTRONICS PTY. LTD. 

1 Wellington St, Rozelle, 2039. PO Box 132, Rozelle 2039. Ph (02) 818-1166. 

NSW. Applied Technology, 487 2711 Jaycar. 264 6688. Radio Despatch. 21 1 01 91 Sheridan Electronics. 

699 5922. NSW Country Area: Newcastle: Elektron .2000. 26 2918 VIC: I ilistronics. 602 3282 Ritronics. \ 
39 81 31 QLD: L. E, Boughen. 36 1 277. N. S Electronics, 36 5061. SA: Computer Imports. 268 8065't loctrprmr 
Components & Equipment. 212 5999 WA: Altronics. 328 1599. Reserve Electronics. 275.2377. ■ 
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136 VICTORIA RD, MARRICKVILLE. NSW 2204 
PHONE 51 3845 


ELECTRONICS CENTRE 


BARGAIN PRICES • PERSONAL ATTENTION • SLICK MAIL ORDER SERVICE • SATISFACTION 



25% OFF 

FACTORY 

PRICE 

VERY LATEST MODEL 


SUPA-DUPA SPECIAL 

BELT DRIVE 
STEREO 

RECORD PLAYER 
MODULE 


$92.95 

P-P NSW $7.50 
INTERSTATE 
$8.50 

TRENDY LOW PROFILE CABINET. SATIN SILVER VINYL FINISH. TINTED 
PERSPEX COVER. ALL THE LATEST FACILITIES. AUTO OR MANUAL 
OPERATION 33-45 RPM. CUE LEVER. ADJUSTABLE COUNTER WEIGHT. 
ANTI SKATE, BIAS CONTROL. BIG PLATTER. ADC MAGNETIC CAR¬ 
TRIDGE. DIAMOND STYLUS. ALL CABLES INCLUDED. ETC, ETC. 


ANOTHER BSR FACTORY SCOOP • 
STEREO RECORD CHANGER/PLAYER 

MODEL Cl 29R • 240VAC 50Hz • AUTO/MANUAL OPERATON • 3 
SPEEDS, 33, 45, 78rpm • BIG 28cm PLATTER • CUE-PAUSE CON¬ 
TROL • 2 SPINDLES • CERAMIC CARTRIDGE • TEMPLATE, INSTRUC¬ 
TIONS • P-Post NSW $4.50. 

Q, V, T, SA *5.50. 

$38.95 • LIMITED STOCK • WA. NT $6.50 


Hi Fi BOOK-SHELF SPEAKER SYSTEM • 


• Hi Fi 


LATEST DESIGN BLACK FOAM GRILLE • TEAK 
EASY-CARE LAMINATE FINISH • COMPACT 38H x 
25W x 1 7D/cm P-Post NSW $3. Q, V, SA, T $4. 
$35 PAIR WA, NT $5.50 


MOTOROLA TOP GRADE 
2N3055 TRANSISTORS 
10 for $7.75 

P-P NSW *1.50 INTERSTATE $2.50 
MOUNTING KITS - CHROME 
NUTS, BOLTS, WASHERS, MICA, 
10 for *2.50 P-P 75c 


• ELECTRONIC JUNK • 

Throw out — mostly ex-Army, Navy, 
RAAF surplus. No reasonable offer 

Personal Shoppers Only. 


EX RADAR DETECTOR 
DIODES 

10GHz. BRAND NEW ALPHA TYPES. 
D4900, D6224-89. *7.50 EACH. 


STC • 20 BRAND NEW 
LEVER SWITCHES • 

On slim line panel 40 x 500mm for 
19in rack mounting. 

PROFESSIONAL QUALITY GEAR. 
IDEAL FOR AUDIO CONSOLE, 
MODEL TRAINS, ETC. 

P-P NSW $3 

$17.95 INTERSTATE $4.50 


HEAVY DUTY NI-CAD RECHARGEABLE 
BATTERIES 

SIZE VOLTS AH CHARGE PRICE EA PRICE FOR 4 P-POST 

n 1.2 4 400ma 14hrs $7.50 $27.00 $2.00 

2 200ma 14hrs $8.00 $21.80 $2.00 

1.2 120ma 14hrs $3.75 $13.00 $2.00 

Sub C 1.2 1.2 120ma 14hrs $4.75 $17.20 $2.00 

AA 1 2 5 50ma 15hrs 10 for $16.50 $2.00 

FAMOUS BRANDS USED BY MANY GOVT DEPTS. STD TORCH SIZES. 

• UNIVERSAL NI-CAD BATTERY CHARGER • 

240V AC 50Hz OPERATION • SEC APPROVED • ACCEPTS SIZES AA, 
SUBC C, D AND 216 9 VOLT • CHARGES ONE SIZE SINGLY, OR 4 
SIMULTANEOUSLY, OR DIFFERENT SIZES TOGETHER • INDICATOR 
LAMPS INBUILT BATTERY TESTER • 

$19.75 p-p 75c. 


GENUINE FACTORY PRICES 
ETONE 12” SPEAKER SPECIALS 

GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY BRAND NEW BARGAINS 
Rugged diecast frame. 8 and 15 ohms available 
12" Woofer, 30 watts RMS. Reson 65Hz freq 50-8000Hz 
i OR 2 for $46.50. P-P for 1 speaker NSW $2.00. . 

12" Twin Cone 30WRMS. Reas 65Hz Freq 50-15,000Hz. Interstate $3.00. 
$27.50 each OR 2 for *48.00. 

P-P for 2 speakers NSW $3.00, Interstate $4.00 

HIGH POWER ETONE - FACTORY PRICES 



SIZE POWER RESON 
CM RMS 


200W 

250W 

100W 


PRICE P-P P-P 
Hz $ NSW OTHERS 

30-5000 189.95 $5.50 $7.00 
30-2000 197.00 $5.50 $7.00 
30-3500 79.95 $4.50 $6.00 

50-15000 59.95 $3.50 $4.50 
30-5000 62.95 $3.50 $4.50 

- 8 - OR 16 


MODELS 801 AND 805 - AVAILABLE WITH EITHER 4 
OHM VOICE COIL. 

ALL OTHER MODELS - 8 OR 16 OHM VC. 

SEND STAMPS FOR FULL TECHNICAL DATA OF WHOLE RANGE. 


4-CHANNEL COLOUR ORGAN AND LIGHT 
CHASER • 

FULLY CONSTRUCTED • THOROUGHLY TESTED • $1 29.95 

P-P NSW $3.50. V SA QT $4.50. WA NT $5.50. 


FACTORY SCOOP • % PRICE BARGAIN 
• BRAND NEW A1 QUALITY • 8" (20cm) 2-WAY 
SPEAKER SYSTEM • 8 OHMS • 10 WATTS • 

HI FI FREQUENCY RANGE 
$49 PAIR 



• LOW PRICE — TOP QUALITY — EX AWA • 
SPEAKER KIT BARGAIN 

20 WATTS RMS • 8 OHMS • FREQUENCY 45-18000Hz • THE KIT IN¬ 
CLUDES - ONE 20cm BASS DRIVER AND TWO 10cm HIGH FREQUENCY 
SPEAKERS • PLUS - CROSS-OVER COMPONENTS • GRILLE CLOTH • 
ACOUSTIC PACKING • CABLE • SCREWS • SOLDER • CABINET PLANS 
• THE LOT FOR ONLY - P-P NSW $3.50 

nr e-AA V, SA, Q, T $4.50 

$22.95 or 2 KITS FOR $44. WA. NT *5.50 


• ATTENTION. COMPUTER BUILDERS • 

BRAND NEW VDU CABINET (FOR 30cm TUBE) AND SEPARATE PRINTER 
CABINET • FULLY MOULDED, HIGH IMPACT PLASTIC • LATEST DESIGN 
FROM USA. 


EX PMG STABILAC 

ELECTRO-MECHANICAL VOLTAGE 
STABILISER • 240V AC 50Hz IN¬ 
PUT. VARIABLE 0-280V AC 10kVA. 
INBUILT MOTORISED DUAL 
VARIABLE TRANSFORMERS. 
$385 PLUS FREIGHT 


GEARED 
MOTOR 

240VAC 50HZ 3W 

$3 50 p-p 75c 

5 RPM Plenty of torque With Cam and 
N/O N/C microswitch 15 switch con- 
per min OA size 65 x 60 x 35mm. 
Refer Dec 79 EA New Products 




MINI 
MODEL 
MOTORS 
1V2 TO 
3V DC 

SIZE 34 x 24mm. SHAFT SIZE 
1.5 x 8mm WITH BRASS PULLEY 
AND MOUNTING BRACKET. 

$1.75 EACH. 4 FOR *6. P-P 75c. 


STAINLESS STEEL 
GUY WIRE 


ATS25 — 807 VALVE 

PREMIER GRADE, WITH CERAMIC 
BASE. 

$3.50 P-P 90c 


• SPECIAL PURCHASE • 

DIGITAL CAR CLOCK 

UMITED STOCK. COMPACT TO SUIT 
MOST CARS. 12 VOLT NEG GROUND. 
UNDER OR IN-DASH MOUNTING. 

GREAT VALUE. $12.50 P-P 90c 


AUDIO LINE 
TRANSFORMERS 

600 OHMS to 15 OHMS 5W 

$4.95 p-p $i 


EX-COMPUTER 

STUD MOUNT SIL DIODES 

)0 PIV, 25 AMP WITH NUT, 
WASHER. GUARANTEED A1 

10 for $7.50 P-P $1.50 
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New Products 


from pi 06 

when operated at the maximum 
temperature of 105°C the components 
are guaranteed for 1000 hours. 

Values available range from KXfytF to 
22000/xF with working voltages between 
6.3V and 200V DC. Soanar is not 
stocking the full range at present but will 
take orders for any value of capacitor in 
minimum quantities of 1000. 

Further information and technical 
specifications are available from Soanar 
Electronics Pty Ltd, 30 Lexton Rd, Box 
Hill, Vic 3218. 



New catalogue covers 
Kikusui oscilloscopes 


I Kikusui of Japan, through their 
I \ustralian agents the Dindima Croup Pty 
I _td, has recently published a catalog of 
I :heir range of oscilloscopes, including 
I he new Model 5520. 

I The Kikusui Model 5520 is a 20MHz 
I Huai channel oscilloscope with standard 
I :imebase facilities, built-in calibration 
I ignal, selectable triggering modes and 
I jperating modes. Input attenuators are 
I witchable in 11 ranges in a 1, 2, 5 
I equence from lOV/cm to 5mV/cm, and 
I. x5 magnification feature provides input 
I anges of 2V to 1 mV/cm at 10MHz. 

I Complete with probes, the 5520 is an 
I conomical, high performance 
I istrument for servicemen, schools and 
I ne well-heeled hobbyist. 

I Further information is available from 
I le Dindima Group Pty Ltd, PO Box-106, 
I 'ermont, Vic 3133. 


laycar wraps it up with 
DK Machine Tool Co 

I Rapid development of microprocessor 
I nd LSI technology has encouraged the 
I evelopment of the now well- 
I stablished "Wire Wrap" connection 
I jchnique. First used by Bell Telephone 
I aboratories as a reliable means of 
I roducing strong wire terminations, 
I /ire-wrapping has since come into its 
I wn in the construction of prototype 


circuits and "one-offs". The electrical 
reliability of wire-wrapped terminations 
is actually better than solder joints, and 
the strength of the joints increases with 
age. 

Wire-wrapping tools are well within 
the reach of the hobbyist. Jaycar, in 
Sydney stocks a range of tools produced 
by the OK Machine Tool Company of 
the United States. Heading the range is 
the BW-630 battery powered "Hobby- 
Wrap" gun, a motor driven wrapping 
tool. Also available is the "Just Wrap" 
hand wire-wrapping tool and spare wire. 

These and many more products for the 
hobbyist and home constructor are 
available from Jaycar's showroom at 380 
Sussex St, Sydney, NSW 2000. A mail¬ 
order service is available. 


Bang & Olufsen expands 
test instrument range 

Latest addition to the Bang & Olufsen 
range of electronic measuring 
equipment is the NM1 Signal to Noise 
ratio meter, an instrument incorporating 
many unique features. 

Signal to noise ratio measurements can 
be made to any of eight standards, 
including DIN 45405, ANSI SI .4 and 
IEC179. The meter can be used to make 
stereo output level measurements from 
0.4nW to 140W, and up to 1000W with 
an external dummy load connected. 


Detectors for true RMS values, peak and 
mean measurements are also in¬ 
cluded, and alternating voltages from 
20uV to 370V can be monitored from 
4Hz to 1.5MHz. 

Inputs can be configured as 20, 2 x 40, 
2 x 80, and 160 for power 
measurements. As an audio voltmeter, 
input impedance is 1M0. 

The multi-function NM1 is suitable for 
measurements of signal noise in 
amplifiers, AM/FM tuners, tape 
recorders, hearing aids and all types of 
audio frequency equipment. Operation 
of the instrument is simplified by 
pushbutton selection of ranges and test 
functions and the provision of outputs 
for an external loudspeaker and analog 
control voltages. 

For further information contact Denis 
Cale at GRD Group Pty Ltd, 698 Burke 
Rd, Camberwell, Vic 3124. 


Total Electronics has 
TRW opto-cou piers 

Total Electronics now has available the 
TRW Optron OPI125 series of high 
voltage opto-couplers. Each device 
contains a gallium arsenide infrared 
emitting diode coupled to a monolithic 
circuit incorporating a photodiode, 
linear amplifier and a Schmitt trigger. The 
OPI125 can drive up to eight TTL 
loads directly at data rates up to 250kHz 
and rise and fall times of 25ns. Input to 
output isolation is given as 15kV. 

Additional information from Total 
Electronics, Suite 5, 1 Johnston Lane, 
Lane Cove, NSW, 2066, or Suite 231, 20 
Duncan St, Fortitude Valley, Qld, 4006. 


Documents around the world in 20 seconds 



National Panasonic's new facsimile 
transceiver is said to be the most 
compact machine of its type available. 
The Panafax UF-520EX machine is built to 
Group III (facsimile) standards of speed 
and clarity, and can send an A4 typed 
sheet to a compatible machine 
anywhere in the world in just 20 
seconds. 


Panafax is based on transceivers built 
by National's parent company 
Matsushita for the FBI, who use them for 
transmission of fingerprints. Matsushita 
machines are also used to send weather 
maps to Australia from the weather 
satellite receiving station in Japan. 

The facsimile transceiver uses an 
electrostatic printing system which 
allows received documents to be 
reproduced with clarity and also enables 
the machine to be used as a high speed 
copier. It is able to send blueprints, 
computer print-outs, pencil notes, 
coloured documents and half-tone 
material, using ISD and STD lines to 
transmit five times faster than tape-fed 
telex machines, without set-up time or 
operator error. 

The Panafax UF-520EX is fully 
compatible with other Group III and 
Group II facsimile machines 
manufactured to international CCITT 
standards. 

For more information contact National 
Panasonic (Australia) Pty Ltd, 95-99 
Epping Road, North Ryde, NSW, 2113. 
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Soldering gear and demonstrations from Royel 


Now that the use of printed circuits and 
miniature solid state devices is almost 
universal, both the techniques and 
equipment for soldering and handling 
electronic components are a much more 
critical part of the assembly process. 
Uncontrolled or unknown soldering 
temperatures and high voltage static 
electricity are the two chief threats to 
sensitive devices. Sensitive components 
can be destroyed or, worse still, 
damaged in such a way as to cause 
breakdown in service. 



Desoldering with Royel's new 
temperature controlled soldering 
station. 


Major organisations are already familiar 
with the latest developments in 
manufacturing and assembly, and now 
smaller organisations and individuals are 
being catered for with a series of 
demonstrations conducted by Royston 
Electronics. 

Covering both the theory and practice 
of component handling, soldering and 


desoldering, the first demonstration was 
held over two days at Radio Parts' 
Spencer St (Melbourne) store. Reasons 
for the development of techniques were 
explained, the techniques were 
demonstrated and a wide variety of 
equipment was on display. Further 
demonstrations are to be arranged, and 
more information can be obtained by 
contacting Royston Electronics. 

Royston Electronics uses the trade 
name "Royel" for many of its product 
lines, and now has a new 36 page 
catalog available covering products used 
for the assembly and repair of electronic 
equipment. Everything from pliers, 
cutters and tweezers to circuit board 
holders, wave soldering machines and 
test gear is included. 

Also available from Royel is a range of 
static dissipating desk and bench covers 
called "Stat-Mat". The soft vinyl covered 
conductive mats are protected from 
damage by water and cleaning solvents 
and will not shed particles, so they can 
be used in clean rooms. The 
covers are available in widths of 60cm 
and 120cm, cut to any length up to 30 
metres. 

For further information contact 
Royston Electronics, 27 Normanby Road, 
Notting Hill, Vic 3168 or 15/59 Moxon 
Road, Punchbowl, NSW, 2196. 


Optoelectronics kit 
from Heathkit/Zenith 

Heathkit/Zenith Educational Systems 
has announced the introduction of a 
new course in its Advanced Electronics 
Series, the EB-605 Optoelectronics 
Course. The course teaches 


optoelectronics in depth, covering basic 
terms and concepts, light sources, 
displays, light sensitive components such 
as photo-diodes and solar cells and fibre 
optic theory and operation. 

Designed specifically for learning in 
groups led by an instructor, the student 
workbook contains a series of 
experiments to be performed by 
students to gain hands-on experience of 
the many circuits covered. The textbook 
series includes the student textbook, the 
workbook, a kit of parts for the 
experiments and an instructor's guide. 

Heathkit/Zenith are major suppliers of 
educational material to schools and 
industry. Further information can be 
obtained from W. F. Heathkit Centre, 
220 Park St, South Melbourne 3205. 


New BIFET op-amps 

A low power BIFET operational 
amplifier has been introduced by Na¬ 
tional Semiconductor. The LF441 single, 
LF442 dual and LF444 quad operational 
amplifiers are an addition to National's 
advanced LF400 series, and feature ex¬ 
tremely low power consumption 
(typically 150 microamps per amplifier) 
ana high impedance JFET inputs - 
typically 10 12 ohms. 

When compared with standard non- 
. BIFET op amps, National's new devices 
have a much higher input impedance 
while maintaining a gain bandwith of 
1MHz, a slew rate of IV/us and high gain 
(25V/mV minimum). 

Current requirements are said to be 
from a quarter to a tenth the supply cur¬ 
rent of other op amps, and the devices 
are pin compatible with standard parts, 
so that they can be substituted in existing 
equipment for an immediate reduction 
in power consumption. 

For further information contact Na¬ 
tional Semiconductor, cnr Stud Road and 
Mountain Highway, Bayswater, Vic. 


32K STATIC RAM BOARD ONLY $495* 


CHECK THESE FEATURES 

• si00 Bus 

• High Speed — 200ns. 

• Low Power —less than 0.5 amp for 32K. 

• All Signals Fully Buffered. 

• RAMS Pin for Pin Compatible with EPROMS. 

• Wait States Selectable for any of 16 x 2K Address Space. 

Write now for further information or send your cheque/money 
order to: 



• Add 15% Sales Tax if applicable. 


BUBBLE ELECTRONICS ““"TSSIS 
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COMPONENT 
TESTER AT NO EXTRA COST!! 

Find faults faster... check component 
values... see characteristics on the 
screen. 

• 5mV/div to lOV/div in 11 ranges 

• 20MHz bandwidth, 17nS risetime 

• Timebase 0.5uS to 0.5S/div in 19 ranges 

• Dual Trace - CHA, CHB, Dual, Add, 
Subtract modes 

• 5x Magnifier on sweep 

• 150mm bright rectangular CRT with 
internal parallax-free graticule 

• X-Y operation and Z modulation 

• TV. sync 

• Front panel trace rotate 

Aaron Corporation (formerly Application Inc) 
have a wide range of scopes. Send for a copy of 
our 8 page scope guide describing other models up 
to 40MHz and a full range of accessories. 


* 550 . 


00 

ex tax 


*646. 25 inc Sales Tax 


The BS601 is sold and serviced by 
ELMEASCO and leading electronics suppliers. 


EEMEASCO 


Instruments Pty. Ltd . 

P.O. Box 30, Concord, NSW. 2137 

13 15 McDonald St., Mortlake, NSW. 2137 

Phone: (02) 736 2888, Telex: 25887 

P.O. Box 107. Mt. Waverley, Vic. 3149 

21-23 Anthony Drive, Mt. Waverley, Vic. 3149 

Phone: (03) 233 4044. Telex: 36206 

Adelaide: (08) 271-1839 Perth : (09) 398-3362 

Brisbane(07) 229-3161 
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Elevit “electro-climatisation’’ equipment 



Our article on microwaves last month 
quoted findings which suggested that ex¬ 
tremely low frequency electromagnetic 
fields can have marked effects on human 
beings. Experiments quoted in the article 
indicated that people isolated from the 
extremely weak low frequency fields 
produced by the earth itself experience 
disruptions of their circadian (daily) 
rhythms and sense of time. 

"Man adapted to his environmental 
conditions and still needs many of them 
in his present state of evolution. It can 
therefore be postulated that man 
adapted to his atmospheric electrical 
environment and used it for his benefit" 
— or so the argument runs. Some 
researchers claim to have shown that the 
extremely low frequencies, in the range 
1-IOOHz, have specific biological effects. 

One company which accepts this 
viewpoint is Elevit Australia Pty Ltd, who 
manufacture a range of "electro- 
climatisation" equipment called Elevit 
impulse field generators. Elevit is not a 
negative ion generator, and does not 
produce ozone. It produces an 
electrostatic field and a superimposed 
10Hz modulation. The company claims 


that this 10Hz impulse field is the same 
field produced in the open country by 
good weather conditions, and cites 
numerous experimental studies affirming 
the benefits, of the field. 

Claims made for Elevit generators 
include a 10% increase in efficiency in 
offices where they are used, improved 
subjective well-being, increased 
concentration and a 22% reduction in 
errors in driver simulator training. 

For those interested in testing the 
effect for themselves, Elevit produces a 
range of devices. The compact Elevit 
"Mobil" produces a defined 10Hz 
impulse field, reproducing air electrical 
conditions as they exist in nature. The 
device is powered by batteries and is 
effective up to two metres. It is suitable 
for use in cars, offices and similar 
environments where natural electro¬ 
magnetic fields are screened out or over¬ 
laid with static fields produced by air 
conditioners, and other man-made 
electrical equipment. 

"Mobil" costs $149, and is available 
from Elevit Australia Pty Ltd, 47 
Huntingdale Road, Burwood, Vic 3125. 


Programmable Autowire 
simplifies production 

The Autowire programmable wiring 
and testing system developed in 
Australia by EMI Electronics is now in full 
production. Potential markets include all 
electronic and electrical assembly and 
test operations, where it has already 
demonstrated significant production 
ains for manufacture!: of wiring 
arnesses and circuit board assemblies. 
Based on EMI's modular microcom¬ 
puter, the wiring system features easy 
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set up of instructions via a keyboard and 
video display, floppy disk storage of all 
wiring data and test procedures, soft¬ 
ware interlocks which prevent errors in 
the assembly process and an optional 
printout of instructions and test results. 

Autowire is presently being used as a 
production tool at the Salisbury plant of 
EMI Electronics, where it has 
demonstrated major gains in productivi¬ 
ty and cost reduction. 

For more information contact EMI 
(Australia) Ltd, 301 Castlereagh St, 
Sydney, 2000. 
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New test instruments 
from Philips 

Philips Test & Measuring Instruments 
has released a range of compact 
frequency counters which are 
microprocessor controlled for high 
resolution and accuracy. The 120MHz 
PM 6673, 500MHz PM 6674 and the 
direct gated 600MHz PM 6675 and 
1500MHz PM 6676 use a custom- 
designed LSI frequency counter chip for 
lower cost and increased reliability. 

All of the instruments include high 
resolution counting, error free triggering 
with noise suppression and a choice of 
five high-stability crystal oscillators. 
Maximum input sensitivity is lOmV. A 
wide selection of options is available for 
use with the counters, including an IEC 
625 (IEEE 488) instrument bus and a 
battery unit to allow the counters to be 
used in the field. 


Also available from Philips Test and 
Measuring Instruments is the PM 3310 
dual-channel digital storage 
oscilloscope. With a clock rate of 
50MHz, a 60MHz bandwidth for 
repetitive signals and four memories, the 
PM 3310 can provide good 
representations of fast single shot signals 
to 5MHz. Single shot bandwidths of up 
to 25MHz can be achieved with using 
computer analysis of the data fed from 
the oscilloscope via an IEC instrument 
bus interface. 

Digital storage offers many advantages, 
particularly long storage times with no 
signal degradation, but the analog to 
digital conversion required becomes 
very expensive at high frequencies, 
especially above 10MHz. The PM 3310 
eliminates the need for a costly high¬ 
speed A/D converter by using a P 2 CCD 
("profiled peristaltic charge coupled 
device") to convert high frequencies to a 
lower frequency before conversion. 

In addition to the waveform, separate 
LED displays indicate the attenuator and 
timebase settings at the time of 
recording. 

For further information contact Philips 
Scientific and Industrial Equipment, 25 
Paul St, North Ryde, NSW, 2113. ® 
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Sabtronics. 

An entire range of low-cost, 
top-quality instruments. 



3Vz digit multimeter 

Basic accuracy 0.1% (0.8% on 2040). 
AC/DC Volts - lOOmicroV to 1000V. 
10 Mohms input impedance AC/DC 
Amps -O.lmicroA to 2A. (10A on 
bench & autorange models). OHMS - 
0.1 ohm-20Mohm (2Mohm autorange). 
OVERLOAD-1200V(DC or AC peak) 
1000V on Auto and hand held fused on 
other ranges excl 10 Amp range. 
NO BATTERIES SUPPLIED, Bench 
type will take AC adapter input. HV 
and Touch and Hold probes available 
extra. 

FREQUENCY COUNTERS 600MHz 
or 1GHz 

GATE TIME— 0.1, 1, and lOsec. 
RANGES— 10MHz, 100MHz & 
600MHz or 1GHz 
SENSITIVITY- 10 to 20 mV on 
10MHz range to 150mV RMS on 
top range 

RESOLUTION- 1Hz on 10s 10MHz 
range on 8 digit meter -0.1 Hz on 
10s 10MHz range on 9 digit meter. 
TIME BASE—± lppm for 40C°, 

- ± 5ppm per year. 

NO BATTERIES SUPPLIED. Can take 
AC Adapter input. 

FUNCTION GENERATOR 1Hz to 
200kHz -5020 SINE - 1% Dist, 
SQUARE -250nSec, TRIANGLE 
SHORT PROOF, OUTPUTS-HIGH 
(lOVpp). TTL and LOW(40dB down). 
SWEEP INPUT, ± 10V for 100:1 
FREQ. DC variable offset. Power 
12VAC 300mA via jack. KIT $183.00. 
ASS $208.00. 

(NB Distortion analyser required for kit) 

LOGIC PROBE: PULSE, LEVEL, 

TTL & CMOS. 10MHz, 50nSec $38.00 
Assembled. 

Making Performance Affordable 

sabtronics 0 

CHRISTIE RAND PTY LTD 

PO BOX 48 EPPING, 2121 NSW. TEL 868 1209. 
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Ras Tafari, Emperor of Abyssinia, 
ecently laid the cornerstone of a new 
adio station which his Government is 
meeting at Addis Ababa. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

A new broadcasting station, to be con¬ 
flicted on behalf of the Roman Catholic 
Ihurch, will shortly be established in 
iydnev. The enterprise has been under- 
aken by the Catholic Broadcasting Com- 
>any, Ltd, which was formed for the pur- 
)ose, and a contract has been made 
vith Amalgamated Wireless (Aust- 
alasia), Ltd, for the construction of a 
nodern broadcast station. It is expected 
hat the new station will be on the air 
>efore the end of this year. 

Monsignor Meany, chairman of direc- 
ors of the Catholic Broadcasting Com- 
>any, Ltd, who, it will be recalled, had 
:harge of all the broadcasting ar- 
angements in connection with the 
ucharistic Congress in 1928, states that 
he ntention is to broadcast church ser- 
ices on Sunday, and during the rest of 
le week present high-class programs of 
;eneral interest. 

The Catholic broadcasting station will 
e known as 2SM (indicating St Mary's). It 
as been licensed to use a power of 
000 watts in the aerial, which is the 
laximum allowed to "B" class stations, 
nd which will give 2SM a range and 
ower closely approximating that of the 
class stations. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

The BBC has been running an in- 

■resting series of talks under the title 
scape". These concerned mainly the 
icapes of prisoners during the recent 
ar; not only English escapees but Ger- 
ans who escaped from English prison 
imps were prevailed upon to excite 
teners with thrilling stories of their 
Iventures. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Mo more records? The prohibition 
;ainst the broadcasting of records 
>ued by the manufacturers last week 
II have a serious effect upon radio pro- 
ams if a compromise between the dif- 
ring parties is not arrived at. 
n the past, broadcasting stations have 
id almost unrestricted use of records, 
lying a flat rate weekly for copyright, 
lis privilege, the record manufacturers 
lim, has been abused to such an extent 
at their sales have dropped and the 


whole industry is threatened. Whether 
or not this is due to the prevailing 
depression or whether it is a manifesta¬ 
tion of the general tendency for radios to 
supplant gramophones are points which 
the record manufacturers are not going 
to wait to see proved. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Bagdad may soon have a broadcasting 
station, and it is reported that studios 
and rooms are being made available for 
it in the city's telegraph office. The pro¬ 
grams would be announced in Arabic 
and English, as there are many English 
dwellers round Iraq who would 
welcome the service. Of course, the 
question of a censorship of Arabian 
Nights' Entertainment... 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

"Radio City," New York, which is being 
financed by Mr Rockefeller, has begun to 
be excavated for, and is expected to be 
ready in a few days. It is to enjoy the 
delights of landscape gardens, for which 
land in the middle of New York, worth 
£3,500,000 has been set aside. The roofs 
of the 10 buildings, which go to make 
the city, will also be gardens. The com¬ 
pleted scheme will cost £100,000,000. 
This includes seven acres of waterfalls, 
fountains, pools, trees, formal flower¬ 
beds, and statuary. A curved waterfall, 
with a 50ft spillway, will spill cascades in¬ 
to a reflecting pool, from forty feet 
above the roof of the 16-story wing of 
the centre building. 
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TV telephone comes nearer. A 
telephone that transmits pictures along 
with sound has taken a big step toward 
commercial feasibility, according to in¬ 
formation released by . the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories whose 
engineers have used an experimental 
"Picture-phone" system to transmit 
recognisable pictures over short and 
long distances, even as far as from New 
York to Los Angeles. 

Experimental pictures vary in size from 
one by one and a half inches to two by 
three inches, and are viewed from one 
to two feet away. Unlike television, a 
new picture is displayed every two 
seconds. It has good black-and-white 
contrast and the person at the other end 
of the line is recognisable. Head and 
shoulders can be seen and facial expres¬ 
sions are readily apparent. 


Soviet television may look primitive to 
an American, but in its way it's a good 
deal more advanced than household 
plumbing, country roads or some other 
adornments of this country's much 
advertised way of life, says the New York 
Times. 

There are said to be a total of one 
million television receivers on the Soviet 
Union today, compared with only 4000 
in 1950. The Government promises to 
manufacture about one million more this 
year. 

Soviet screens are generally smaller 
than those on American sets. Tney range 
from 11 by 14 centimetres (4.4 by 5.6 in¬ 
ches) to 24 by 36 centimetres (9.6 by 
13.4 inches). 

According to Moskovskaya Pravda, 
stores in the capital will sell 10 types of 
television sets this year with different 
screen sizes and exterior finish. They 
range in price from 1200 to 2400 rubles 
(£150 to £300) today. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

The world's first circular office building. 

A feature of the Hollywood landscape is 
this newly completed building which 
houses the headquarters of Capitol 
records, a company now owned by EMI. 
It is claimed to be the first of its kind in 
the world. 

The building is round for functional 
reasons, as well as design. The round 
structure results in less outside surface in 
proportion to the usable interior area. 
This reduces the outside wall surface 
which saved in construction cost and in 
air-conditioning operation cost. 

At the top of the spire is a beacon light, 
which will be lighted each night and will 
flash in Morse Code the word 
"Hollywood". In the Penthouse on top of 
the building is the elevator machinery, 
various fans and blowers, and a cooling 
tower. 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

Farnborough show the way. This 
year's emphasis is on engines. The show 
suggests that Britain will, in the next five 
years, make an indisputable claim to be 
the master aero-engine builder. And the 
returns are staggering. Few people ap¬ 
preciate that the power-plant for, say the 
transport version of the Boeing 707, will 
cost far more than a World War II heavy 
bomber. 

Farnborough showed that engine 
development in the past two years has 
been really extraordinary. At the head of 
a long list of new arrivals I place the 
Bristol "Orion". This engine's wonderful 
quality is its ability to compensate 
automatically for increases in altitude. 

As a trim turbo-prop it is meant to work 
at 5150 horsepower. A major design 
feature has been power-limitation and its 
supercharge qualities permit full rated 
take-off power to be obtained at 15,000 
feet. Maximum rating does not fall 
before 25,000 feet. BOAC has purchased 
60 complete "Orion" installations for 
their long-range Britannia 312s. ® 
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REVIEWS OF RECENT 

Records & Tapes 

CLASSICAL • POPULAR • SPECIAL INTEREST 


FREMAUX - and the music of four French composers 


IBERT — Divertissement for Chamber 

Orchestra. 

POULENC - Les Biches. 

HONEGGER - Pacific 231. 

SATIE - Gymnopedies 1 and 3. 

City of Birmingham Symphony Or¬ 
chestra conducted by Louis Framaux. 

World Record Club Disc R 06196. 

Louis Fremaux followed the late van 
Otterloo as resident conductor of the 
SSO and has maintained the high stan¬ 
dard set by his predecessor, even though 
the two men's styles are entirely dif¬ 
ferent. Whereas Otterloo was Dutch, 
Fremaux is French - very French. His 
work has true Gallic elegance and much 
Gallic wit. 

Before coming here he was resident 
conductor of tne City of Birmingham 
(England) Symphony Orchestra which he 
conducts in this recital of music by four 
French composers. (I know that Honeg¬ 
ger was of Swiss descent but he spent 
most of his life in France and was one of 
Les Six who were so active in Paris during 
the 20s and 30s of this century.) 

Fremaux starts with Ibert's Divertisse¬ 
ment, a witty and often exhuberant suite 
of short pieces, originally composed as 
incidental music for a French comedy. 

I thought Fremaux' introductory bars a 
little straight-laced for such unbuttoned 
jollity. But, leaving that behind him, 
everything goes famously. The second 
item, a Cortege, starts as a solemn 
procession but soon develops into a 
mocking allegro, finishing with a travesty 
of Mendelssohn's Wedding March. Then 
comes a nocturne, very original in form 
but always deliciously nocturnal and - I 
cannot avoid using the word again — 
elegant. In any case elegant applies to 
the whole suite, even when the music is 
at its most sardonic. 

The next, a waltz, is, like all good 
parodies, a close but ironic copy of its 
victim, this time the Viennese school. 
Then comes a Parade but, this time, the 
victim is military. The Finale is ushered in 
with a lot of meaningless splashing on 
the piano, leading into a sarcastic gallop. 

The next piece, Pacific 231, was named 



after the composer had written some 
music illustrating motion, gradually in¬ 
creasing in speed, and not to describe the 
famous American train of that name. It 
had a great vogue as a piece of "realism" 
during the 20s and 30s after its portrait 
resemblance to a railway train had been 
noticed - and not contradicted by the 
composer. Indeed, the opening does 
sound so much like the giant sighs that 
locomotives used to give on starting, 
that the mistake can be readily forgiven. 
Those not in the know attributed all 
kinds of passing scenery during its pro¬ 
gress. How easy it is to be wrong! 

Les Biches was commissioned by 
Diaghileff from the 24-year-old Poulenc 


BRAHMS/ARRAU ... ‘ 

BRAHMS - Piano Concerto No. 1 in D 
minor. Claudio Arrau (piano) with the 
Concertgebouw Orchestra conducted 
by Bernard Haitink. World Record 
Club Stereo Disc 6580 302. 

The World Record Club have recently 
been issuing records in what appears to 
be their original covers — I mean the 
original covers by, for example, Philips 
or DGG. But this cover is something else 
again for in addition the big U (for 
Universo) in the left top corner, there is a 
Philips trademark in the top right hand 
corner and a DGG in the bottom left! 

But I am afraid I cannot offer my 
customary enthusiastic welcome to an 
Arrau recording in this example. Indeed, 

I have heard him play the work much 


Reviews in This section are by Julian Russell (J.R.), Paul Frolich (P.F.), Neville Williams (W.N.W.), Leo 

Simpson (L.D.S.), Norman Marks (N.J.M.), Greg Swain (G.S.), and Danny Hooper (D.H.). 
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for a never very successful ballet. By the 
way, there is a mistake in the sleeve 
notes. They state, I quote: "un 
translateable title (The Darlings) refers tc 
the damsels with whom Louis XIV chose 
to frolic in his pare aux biches." Enc 
quote. I am afraid I must point out tha 
the king was Louis XV and his setting the 
pare aux cerfs. 

Although the ballet enjoyed only £ 
mild success, the music, already typica 
Poulenc is, well worth preserving. In 
deed, it deserved a better fate. It is full o 
high spirits and shows a total lack o 
respect, interspersed with some enchan 
ting, sugary tunes. It is beautifully playec 
and recorded and the French conducto 
never leaves a point unmade, moving 
without warning from mood to mood - 
gay, irreverent, mocking and alway 
wonderfully professional. Flippant 
Perhaps. But what does that matter? 

The recital ends with two Gym 
nopedies by Erik Satie orchestrated b' 
Debussy. Nowadays Satie, though a sor 
of godfather to Les, Six, is bette 
remembered for what he said, usual!; 
wittily, than for the music he wrote. Thi: 
despite its search after novel ity, neve 
quite lost a dry, austere quality. (j.R.) 



more convincingly in the Concert Hall, 
is as difficult to describe the shortcon 
ings of the performance as it is to fir 
reasons for them, for Arrau is one of oi 
greatest present-day pianists and he hi 
the formidable support of the Conce 
tgebouw under Haitink. 

The first movement can be dismiss* 
as almost pedestrian when one co 
siders the usual form of the performer 
It lacks drive in the orchestra and aggre 
sion in the piano part. Perhaps this is tl 










way the two principals worked it out 
but, if they did, it just fails to come off. In 
the slow movement, Arrau's customary 
lyricism is sadly absent. Instead, we have 
playing that might almost be classed as 
wooden. 

On the other hand, the Finale comes 
close to sounding a bit overdone, 
perhaps because one has by then 
become used to the reverse style in 
what preceded it. Nor is the perfor¬ 
mance helped much by the engineering, 
which might well be dismissed as very 
ordinary. That I admire both Arrau and 
Haitink so mudi made it all the more dif¬ 
ficult for me to have to write so unkindly 
about them. (J.R.) 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

LISZT - Faust Symphony. Royal Philhar¬ 
monic Orchestra conducted by Sir 
Thomas Beecham. 

LALO - Symphony in G Minor. French 
National Radio Orchestra conducted 
by Sir Thomas Beecham. World 
Record Club Stereo. R 06184/5. Two 
discs. 

This is a welcome reissue of one of 
recording technology's finest 
achievements, considering that it was 
one of the first stereo discs to be publicly 
available when it was originally released. 
The sound (the processing} has been 
refined a little since then and is quite ac¬ 
ceptable nowadays. 

What you have is a great if presently 
neglected piece of music, played by an 
orchestra fired by the genius of its con¬ 
ductor who was a great admirer of the 
work. It has never been equalled since 
and the best I can do in a short space is 
to advise you not to miss any opportuni¬ 
ty to acquire it. 

It is a two-record set, its companion be¬ 
ing a Symphony in G Minor by Lalo 
played by the French National Radio Or¬ 
chestra, also conducted by Beecham. 

Despite the freshness Beecham brings 
to this latter work and the obvious en¬ 
thusiasm - if nothing else - of the 
Tench orchestra, there is little I can find 
to recommend in it. But the Liszt makes 
the issue of both discs well worth while. 

(J-R.) 


THE RITE OF SPRING 

STRAVINSKY — Le Sacre du Printemps. 
Sydney Symphony Orchestra con¬ 
ducted by Willem van Otterloo. ABC 
Stereo Record ABCL 8101. 

The Australian Broadcasting Commis¬ 
sion has recently been issuing some ex¬ 
cellent recordings under its own label. 
One of the most notable of their features 
aas been the first class recording techni¬ 
ques, many of the records having been 
aroduced by that experienced and 
ilways sensitive old-timer at this 
discipline, Eric Clapham. 

I am not able to review the many I 
lave received for the usual space 
easons, so have picked what I consider 
lot only one of the most successful but 
me which shows that the Sydney Sym- 


ORFF: CARMINA BURANA 

“... delightfully vulgar!” 



CARMINA BURANA, Carl Orff. 
SYMPHONIC METAMORPHOSIS, Paul 
Hindemith. 

Robert Shaw, the Atlantic Symphony Or¬ 
chestra and Chorus and the Atlanta 
Boy Choir. Stereo, two-record set, 
digitally mastered. Telarc 
DG-10056/57. [From PC Stereo, PO 
Box 272, Mt Gravatt, Qld 4122. Phone 
(07)3431612]. 

Although there are up to a dozen ver¬ 
sions of Carmina Burana in the 
catalogues, Telarc claim that this is the 
first to occupy three full sides, thereby 
removing any artificial restrictions on fre¬ 
quency response and dynamic range. It 
is certainly a deluxe presentation and, as 
is usual for Telarc, there are generous 
notes on the composers and the works. 
For good measure, the words for Car¬ 
mina Burana are provided in the original 
Latin, plus a free translation into English. 

The starting point for Carmina Burana 
was basically a collection of highly ir- 
reverant songs, celebrating the life of the 
flesh and recorded for posterity - 
perhaps unwittingly - by a group of 
hard-drinking, hard-loving clerical drop¬ 
outs from the medieval monastery 
system. Maybe some things haven't 
changed all that much in six centuries! 

For the most part, the work is choral, 
with soprano, tenor, baritone and chorus 
singing 25 songs on the three sides. But 


while the texture of sound is formal, the 
rhythmic pattern and the pronounced in¬ 
trusions by the orchestra serve as a cons¬ 
tant reminder that the underlying theme 
is certainly not so. To borrow a phrase 
from one overseas reviewer, it is all 
"delightfully vulgar". 

And, apart from a bit of suspect balanc¬ 
ing at the beginning, the sound from the 
Telarc recording is delightfully 
transparent, with long passages of 
whisper-quiet mood - choral punc¬ 
tuated by enormous poundings on the 
drums. It needs dynamic range and it 
gets it! 

As to the performance itself, the or¬ 
chestra and chorus are highly disciplined 
in the Shaw manner - perhaps a little 
too much so for the aforesaid goings-on! 

On side 4, Hindemith's Symphonic 
Metamorphosis - a transcription of 
themes by Carl Maria von Weber - 
comes off well and is first-rate audiophile 
fare. It could provide the incentive - and 
reward - for those who might be a little 
hesitant about Carmina Burana on its 
own. (W.N.W.) 


phony Orchestra has now developed in¬ 
to an organisation worthy of interna¬ 
tional recognition. 

Much of the credit for this is due to the 
demanding periods when Sir Eugene 
Goossens and Willem van Otterloo lent 
their outstanding gifts - and patience - 
to its careful nurturing. 

The work I have chosen, Stravinsky's 
Rite of Spring, is far from easy to bring off 
as well as it is done here. It has been 
described - rightly in my opinion - as 
the watershed dividing the Romantic 
period from the present and often rather 
confused, contemporary. 

Both the engineering and the playing 
stand up well to comparison with the 
world's best, the recording making audi¬ 
ble much relevant detail in the score. 
The performance under Otterloo is real¬ 
ly first rate, one eminent feature being 
that important aspect of the work - 
violently marked and often changing 
rhythms. 

Also, the players have no difficulty in 
dealing with the extremes of pitch which 
the composer often demands of them. 
The whole goes to show how lucky we 
were to have had so fine a conductor as 
Otterloo among us for such a long time. 
The tragedy of his death, so soon after 
he had retired, is still remembered with 
sorrow by the orchestra who loved him 


so well. I have no hesitation in writing 
that the whole production would be 
considered worth of issue by any of the 
world's giant recording organisations. 

(JR) 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

HOLST — The Planets. Suite for large or¬ 
chestra. London Symphony Orchestra 
conducted by Andre Previn. World 
Stereo Cassette. C 05296. 

The Planets must be just about the stur¬ 
diest survivor of the music suites com¬ 
posed during the early years of this cen¬ 
tury. But, for the benefit of those to 
whom it is new, I had better explain that 
its composer chose to illustrate musically 
the old astrological significance of the 
planets. 

Gustav Holst was an Englishman born 
in Cheltenham, despite his foreign soun¬ 
ding name, his Swedish ancestors having 
settled in England a couple of genera¬ 
tions before his birth. Oddly, Holst chose 
the trombone as his orchestral instru¬ 
ment and became very proficient in its 
use. As an example of Holst's scheme, 
the first item, Mars, is subtitled the "Br- 
inger of War". And that is exactly what it 
sounds like. It starts quietly and ad¬ 
vances like an evergrowing menace. It is 
war of the old type, that proceeds 
juggernaut-like to trample on all it meets. 
)NICS Australia, November, 1981 1 
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RDS & TAPES — continued 


There is a middle portion, quieter but full 
of pain that might well be descriptive of 
the wounded. But the piece finishes as 
ruthlessly as it began. 

Previn handles everything vitally, 
whether the scoring is at its most 
opulent or as frail as you will hear in 
Saturn, the "Bringer of Old Age". The 
sound throughout is great and, impor¬ 
tantly, there is plenty of silence between 
the seven pieces that make up the suite. 

To contrast with war Holst chose 
Venus, the "Bringer of Peace", for his se¬ 
cond item. It is a masterpiece of quiet, 
unruffled beauty, always cool at its most 
ecstatic. Next, Mercury slips by as fleetly 
as‘one would expect of the "Winged 
Messenger of the Gods" - its subtitle. 
Then comes rumbustious Jupiter, its 
main themes as sturdily English as 
anything Elgar ever wrote. He is subtitled 
the "Bringer of Jollity". Themes from 
Jupiter were used to open and close the 
wedding ceremony of the Prince and 
Princess of Wales recently. 


music; there is a grand march in the mid¬ 
dle section. The final item is Neptune, 
the "Mystic", opening coldly on the bass 
flute and getting colder as it goes along. 
The music becomes more and more 
remote and wraithlike until it sounds like 
it is drifting in from light years away. 

The whole suite is most picturesquely 
played with the London Symphony at its 
formidable best. I have only a coupl^of 
niggling comments to make — the 
wordless women's chorus in Neptune 
could have been made to sound more 


distant until it fades into inaudibility and 
the extra long run-off at the end of Side 2 
could have been put to better use than 
silence. (J.R.) 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

MARTINU: Symphonies Nos. 3, 4 & 5. 
Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, con¬ 
ducted by Vaclav Neumann. 
Supraphon quadraphonic two-record 
set 1410 2771-72. 

Bohuslav Martinu, born in a small 
Bohemian town in 1890, fled from Paris, 
where he had lived for mdny years, just a 
step ahead of the Gestapo and managed 
to get away to the United States, where 


THE "PURIST" APPROACH 

JACQUES BONDON, Le Soleil 
Multicolore, for flute, harp and viola. 

CLAUDE DEBUSSY, Sonata No. 2, for 
flute, harp and viola. The Carter 
Chamber Ensemble. Stereo, Sound 
Storage SSR-2020. [From M. R. 
Acoustics, PO Box 165, Annerley, Qld 
4103. Phone (07) 48 7598]. 



For information on World Record 
Club albums, contact the club at 605 
Camberwell Road, Hartwell, Victoria, 
3124. Tel. 29 3636. 


Another contrast follows in Saturn, the 
"Bringer of Old Age", fragile boned with 
blood scarcely stirring through narrowed 
arteries. And, by no means apologetical¬ 
ly, I should like to mention that I am not 
being innocently fanciful in my descrip¬ 
tions. Saturn is quite without emotion 
and has a middle portion that might ex¬ 
press the recall of some memory - one 
in the far distant past. The scoring here is 
quite pallid as the music trudges to the 
end of its weary journey to peace. 

The mischievous fellow Uranus, the 
"Magician" next enters with the nearest 
thing you can get to a "Hey Presto!" in 


Both sides of the inner jacket for this 
recording are taken up with technical 
argument in favour of "purist" 
microphone placement and the rewards 
of extreme care at every other stage in 
the production. Fair enough, but they do 
lay it on a bit thick! 

Fortunately, they make amends on the 
rear cover by introducing the members 
of the ensemble, all from the San Fran¬ 
cisco music scene: Anne Adams, harp; 
Rebecca Friedman, flute; James Carter, 
viola. 

Jacques Bondon was born in 1927 and 
has a strong following in Paris, particular¬ 
ly as a composer. His "Le Soleil 
Multicolore", in three movements, was 
composed to commemorate man's first 
walk on the moon in 1969. 

Claude Debussy, born in 1862, com¬ 


posed the "Sonata No. 2" - Pastoral, In¬ 
terlude, Finale — in 1916, at a time when 
he had consciously reverted to a tradi¬ 
tional classical form. Death from cancer 
in 1918 prevented him from composing 
more than three of the planned six 
sonatas. 

If you are not familiar with the music, 
you will find it eminently and gently 
listenable, with the emphasis on the in¬ 
terplay of the insruments rather than 
musical dynamics. 

And, of course, this does make it easier 
to accommodate the music within the 
dynamic range of the system. Not sur¬ 
prisingly, therefore, the sound is clean 
and unstressed, with excellent separa¬ 
tion between the instruments. If the con¬ 
tents appeal, you'll enjoy it. (W.N.W.) 



DON’T MISS THIS UNIQUE OFFER 
GENUINE HfciZiBi 


MAGNETIC CARTRIDGES 


M95HE STEREO DYNET1C WITH HYPER- 
ELLIPTiCAL DIAMOND TIP 
A SUPERB “STATE OF THE ART” 
PHONOGRAPH CARTRIDGE WITH 
OUTSTANDING TRACKABILITY. 
NORMALLY SZ&HHT 
SPECIAL PRICE $47.60 


M95ED STEREO DYNETIC CAR¬ 
TRIDGE WITH BIRADIAL ELLIP¬ 
TICAL STYLUS % to V/2 GRAMS 
TRACKING FORCE 

NORMALLY 
SPECIAL PRICE $45.80 


M95EJ STEREO DYNETIC CAR¬ 
TRIDGE WITH BIRADIAL ELLIP¬ 
TICAL STYLUS l'/2 to 3 GRAMS 

NORMALLY 
SPECIAL PRICE $31.60 



RADIO PARTS GROUP 

562 Spencer Street, West Melbourne (03) 329 7885 
1103 Dandenong Road, East Malvern (03) 211 8122 

PLEASE SEND BY REGISTERED POST: 

QTY □ M95HE CARTRIDGE/S @ $47.60 each.TOTAL 

QTY □ M95ED CARTRIDGE/S @ $45.80 each $.TOTAL 

QTY □ M95EJ CARTRIDGE/S @ $31.60 each $.TOTAL 

ENCLOSED CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER OR PLEASE DEBIT MY BANKCARD OR DIN¬ 
NERS CLUB NO.SIGNED. 
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Prr.fpccin.vil ,. 

AUTORANGING and PUSHBUTTON 

Easy operation — simply select Volts, Ohms or Milliamps; 
connect probes...the meter does the rest! 


kaise 


DIGITAL 

MULTIMETERS 


ALL MODELS FEATURE 

■ Fast autoranging on volts and ohms ■ Simple push button 
operation ■ Auto polarity indication ■ Overrange indication 
(Buzzer warning on SK6330) ■ Large 3V2 digit display 

■ Difference measurement facility ■ Low power ohm ranges 

■ Single button zero adjustment ■ In-built Stand ■ 300 hour 
Battery life (uses 2 x AA batteries) ■ Two fuse protection 


SK6400 $75.50 

■ 20 ranges 

■ 200 MA AC/DC 

■ 0.8% accuracy 

SK6440 $85.00 

■ 22 ranges 

■ 10 amp AC/DC 

■ 0.8% accuracy 


SK6330 $121.50 

■ 24 ranges 

■ Manual range selection as well 
as fast autoranging 

■ Buzzer overload and 
continuity test 

■ 10 amp AC/DC 

■ 0.5% accuracy 

All prices are plus tax it applicable 


KAISE: advanced design/low cost/fully guaranteed and 
serviced in Australia. 


ic. G.B.Telespares (03) 3284301 


AVAILABLE FROM: 

NSW Standard Components (02) 6606066 EIHsb’onies'ioSo'^SBM ^ 

Rad'0 Despatch Service (02) 2110191 Stewart Electronic Components (03) 5433733 

David Reid Electronics (02) 296601 Teleparts Geelong (052) 217085 

Emtrpmcs (02) 2110531 Ballarat Electronic Supplies (053) 311947 

D^ESystemsNewcasde (049) 691625 Tas. George Harvey Electric 

QLD. Audiotronics (07) 447566 Hobart (002) 342233 

EC.Q. Electronics (07) 3765677 George Harvey Electric Launceston (003) 316533 

i!X^KSK5959 »a?,$ 2752377 
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DO YOU NEED 


★ Greater Profitability, 

* Improved Personal Performance, 



proven. 

Eight years of research, development and large 
scale field testing by leading universities, 
motoring authorities and industrial organisations 
showed Elevit provides: 

10 % Efficiency improvement. 

20 % Better objective wellbeing. 
22 % Reduction in errors. 

Elevit is not a negative ion generator — it does 
not produce ozone. 

Elevit impulse field generation is the only 
technique in the world which reproduces 
nature's ideal air electrical conditions with the 
above scientific results. 



el@i dts 


Large room installations available. 


For Free Information: 
Phone (03) 288 9512; 
763 6109; 288 9129. 




©let/# 


4 7 Huntingdale Road, 
Burwood, 3125. 


Please forward Elevit mobiles at 

$149.00 ea. (Price inc packing & postage.) 

I enclose * Cheque/Money Order/Bankcard Authority 
for $149.00. (‘Indicate which applies.) 

Please debit my Bankcard Account. 

My number is: 

nm □□ □□□ □□□□□□ 


Signature. 

. Postcode 


i — continued 


he remained for most of the rest of his 
life (he died in Switzerland in 1959). 
Although relatively unknown at the time, 
his genius and originality were quickly 
recognised by American musicians and 
his stay in the New World proved very 
fruitful. From 1942 to 1946, his output 
was augmented by a symphony a year - 
the last three of these appear on this set, 
superbly performed and recorded. 

Although there are many minor signs 
of Dvorak, Smetana and Czech folk 
music throughout Martinu's works, he is 
even harder to classify than Janacek - 
the only other Czechoslovak composer 
of comparable stature. Virgil Thomson 
described his music as .. wholly lovely 
and doesn't sound like anything else . . . 
the instrumental complication is a part of 
the musical conception, not an icing laid 
over it" and this remains true. The third 
symphony, in three grand sweeping 
movements, is a tragic work, full of the 
dark moods of 1944, often \vild and 
quite savage in its sadness - profoundly 
moving music. 

The fourth symphony, written at the 
time of Germany's defeat and the libera¬ 
tion of Bohemia is full of joy, over¬ 
flowing with happy Slavonic rhythms and 
with quotations from Smetana's "Vltava" 
and the Czech national anthem. 

The fifth, dedicated to the Czech 
Philharmonic (who previously recorded 
the work under Karel Ancerl, alsp for 
Supraphone) returns Martinu to his com¬ 
positional freedom - there is constant 
change in moods and tempi, mystery 
alternates with lyricism, excitement with 
moments of deep peace. All three 
works, in their completely different 
ways, are most rewarding and should 
ive many hours of pleasurable 
iscoveries to genuine listeners. (P.F.) 

YE MEDIAEVAL MUSIK 

THE CAPTIVE UNICORN. The 

Renaissance Players. Cherry Pie CPF 

1036 2. Two-record set. 

The Renaissance Players are a group of 
singers and instrumentalists under the 
direction of Winsome Evans, a lecturer in 
the Music Department at the University 
of Sydney. The group was founded in 
1966 and normally numbers about nine 
musicians. As can be guessed from their 
title, the group specialises in mediaeval 
music. I have been present at one of 
their concerts which are presented in 
period costume together with poetry, 
dancing, miming and generally clowning 
about. And while the music sometimes 
lacks interest, tending toward 
monotony, (much the same can be said 
about a great deal of modern music) the 
overall variety of the performance adds 
up to an enjoyable concert. 

Without the visual content, the album 


STEPHANE GRAPPELLI At The Winer) 
Stereo, Concord Jazz, release 
through Festival L-37560. 

In the July issue, I reviewed anothe 
Concord Jazz record "Great Guitars A 
The Winery". The locale in question i 
the old Paul Masson winery on the hill 
outside Saratoga, USA. It was a happ) 
ood-natured performance, with the at 
ience bursting into spontaneous af 
plause from time to time. 

On this disc, jazz violinist Stephane 
Grappelli takes the feature spot, backe 
by guitarists John Etheridge and Marti 
Taylor, and by Jack Sewing on bass. 

In a performance loaded with taler 
but easy on the ear for those with only 
superficial knowledge of the jazz idion 
the group presents a generous progran 
You Are The Sunshine Of My Life - Lov 
For Sale — Angel's Camp — Willow Wee 
For Me - Chicago - Taking A Chanc 
On Love — Minor Swing — Let's Fall I 
Love — Just You, Just Me. 

The jacket carries an excellent portra 
of Stephane Grapelli on the front an 
biographical notes on the back. Ad 
some excellent sound, albeit punctuate 
by audience response, and you have 
fine memento of a musician who's bee 
up front for more than 50 years. Recon 
mended. (W.N.W.) 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

THE JEWELS OF THE MADONNA. Th 
Geoff Love Orchestra conducted b 
Robin Stapleton; Robert Docke 
piano. Stereo, EMI EMC-2709. Relea 
ed through the World Record Club. 

This album would have been classify 
as middle of the road - before the ro; 
was shifted bodily pop-ways! Include 


suffers a little. I must admit my intere 
flagged somewhat before I got to reco 
two. (But I did listen to all four sides.) I 
far, the most outstanding feature of tl 
album is the very good sound quality c 
all tracks. However, on several track; 
did feel that the vocalists were too f 
"forward" and were drowning out tl 
instruments. 

The program consists of Frenc 
Spanish, English and Latin songs at 
dances from the 11th to the 14th ce 
tury. Some of the instruments featur 
include: Indian leg bells, finger cymba 
claves, castanets, tambourines, shawr 
(a double-reed wind instrumen 
recorders, Celtic harp, flute, fiddles, b; 
viol and a portative organ. Lyrics are 
eluded for all the songs on a print 
insert with the album. 

In short, worth buying but don't try 
listen to the whole two-record set at o 
sitting. (L.D.S.) 
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“AUDIOPHILE” DEVOTIONAL 

THE POWER AND THE GLORY. The Mor¬ 
mon Tabernacle Choir, and the Col¬ 
umbia Symphony Orchestra directed 
by Jerold Ottley. CBS Masterworks 
digitally mastered disc DBL-36661. 

This is the first CBS Masterworks 
Digitally sourced disc that I have en¬ 
countered personally, and it is a very 
good one indeed. An imported pressing, 
it carries sleeve notes in English, French 
and German. 

The Mormon Tabernacle Choir is un¬ 
doubtedly one of the best known choirs 
n the world and, while the items here 
ire all from their well-known and exten- 
;ive repertoire, the recordings are fresh 
performances, dated 1981, expressly for 
digital. 

Adding up to a generous program, the 
:rack titles are: Awake the Harp (Haydn) 

- Jesu, Joy Of Man's Desiring (Bach) - 
Gloria in Excelsis Deo (Mozart) - Ave 
vtaria (Schubert) - Hallelujah (Handel) - 


A Mighty Fortress is Our God (BachfTIflMAI 
Rise Up, Arise (Mendelssohn) - Onwdl lURAL 
Christian Soldiers (Sullivan) - The Lorf 
Prayer (Malotte) - The Battle Hymn L 
The Republic. B 

Mastered on a Sony PCM 1600 digitfional 
recorder, with back-up Sony editinje is with 
equipment, the sound is very clean, ant, to 
the pressing and packaging first rate. Foj' . 
those who like devotional choral music; as 
this could be a "must", with the added ur world 
attraction that it qualifies for CBS'’ ie s, the 
description on the jacket "audiophile", on in your 
Recommended. (W.N.W.) 


snippets from the light classics plus 
)its from the ballroom: Neapolitan 
'lights - Scene from "Swan Lake" - La 
Jnquantaine - Kannenoi-Ostrow - Fur 
Jise - Over The Waves - In A Persian 
Market - Intermezzo from "Jewels Of 
he Madonna" — A Maiden's Prayer — 
iebestraume No. 3 - The Skater's 
Valtz. 

Prominent in the operatic scene, con- 
uctor Robin Stapleton wins some ex- 
ellent sound from the substantial Geoff 
ove Concert Orchestra. The recording 
self is of normal quality although my 
imple recording - hopefully an aberra- 
on - did exhibit a noise patch on the 
rst track of side 2. 

But there's a generous helping of 
jneful melodies and, if you're one of 
lose to whom they appeal, you'll enjoy 
lis album (W.N.W.) 

)ionne Warwick 



Has A Heart - The Look Of Love - What can 
The World Needs Now — Promises Pro- nnas and 
mises and many more. 5 f or 

The recording quality is excellent and 
this album set would be a memorable 
experience for Dionne Warwick fans, as 
it contains a matchless string of hits that 
span almost 20 years. (D. H.) 


20 TOP INSTRUMENTS. Frank Pourcel 

and His Orchestra. Two-record set. 

Stereo. World Record Club R05834. 

Recorded by EMI for the World Record 
Club, this two-record set from Frank 
Pourcel and His Orchestra makes for a 
relaxing musical interlude. Twenty top 
musicals are featured, all played in com¬ 
petent - if not spectacular - style: 

Tico Tico - Stranger On The Shore - 
Tequila - Petite Fleur - Wheels - Pink 
Panther - Lax Playa - Brazil - De Guello 
- Winchester Cathedral - Ebb Tide - 
Delicado - Misty - La Petite Valse - 
Blue Moon - Caravan - Maria Elena - 
Holiday For Strings - Blue Tango - Sum¬ 
mer Place. 

Recording quality is only about 
average. You can contact the World 
Record Club at 605 Camberwell Road, 
Harwell, Victoria 3124 (G.S.) 



OT, LIVE AND OTHERWISE. Dionne 
Warwick. Arista Records L45895/6. 
Festival release. 

This double album captures Dionne 
Warwick at her best, featuring live con- 
■rt performances of all her solid gold 
assies. 

The songs on this album set include: 
Ifie - I'll Never Love This Way Again - 
eja Vu —Walk On By — Anyone Who 


BRAZILIAN SOUL. Laurindo Almeida and 

Charlie Byrd. Festival Records L-37587. 

Stereo. 

Anyone with a feeling for jazz, par¬ 
ticularly with a Brazilian flavour, will find 
a place for this album in his collection. In 
"Brazilian Soul", Laurindo Almeida and 
Charlie Byrd combine on guitar to pro¬ 
duce what the jacket notes describe as 
"the first bossa nova flavoured guitar 
duo". 


The music, for the most part, is com¬ 
prised of pre-1940 pieces, the most 
notable exceptions being "Stone 
Flower", "Don't Cry for Me Argentina" 
(from the musical "Evita"), and Charlie's 
own composition "For Jeff'. Other track 
titles are: Carioca - Naquele Tempo - 
Cochichando — Luperne — Tomoso — 
Choro II - Brazilian Soul. 

To record the album, Byrd chose the 
Kohna 30, a highly-regarded Japanese 
classical guitar, while Laurindo plays a 
unique instrument of his own design 
with a cutaway to permit greater access 
to the higher tones. The two guitar 
sounds blend together perfectly. 

In summary, an album for thbse who 
prefer classical guitar to noisy dynamics. 
Recording quality is well up to standard 
(G.S.) ® 

ELECTRONICS Australia, November, 1981 


119 











’s 

Selling 

[lomnuter 


Are they difficult to use? 

Lets answer that question by asking you a 
question: Do you use a cassette recorder in 
your home? 

The Dick Smith System 80 home computer is 
just as easy to use. You turn the computer on 
(just like turning on the cassette), pop in the 
program cassette, press the 'play' button (just 
like on your hi-fi cassette) and you're ready to 
go computing. You tell the program to run by 
typing the letters 'RUN' and you’re away! The 
program itself generally tells you what to do 

It couldn't be easier! 


I’S SYSTEM 80 

ng a computer will be as much a part of 
TV set are today. 

knowledge of computers today that will 
in tomorrow’s highly competitive and 


Why is the System 80 Australia’s 
fastest selling computer? 

Simply because it offers, by far, the best valu 
for money for a practical computer system. 
A ‘practical system' auite simply means on 
that you can use (and that includes prograr 
availability). 

There are cheaper computers, no-one is dis 
puting that. But you need to be a boffin to wor 
some of them out. Others have little or n 
programs available. 

Yes, there are a lot of computers to choos 
from at the moment. Just like the early days c 
colour TV. Where have they all gone now? 
Some computers are being offered as variou 
bits and pieces. This is quite okay: as long a 
you understand what you are buying! Th 
System 80 computer, as it comes to you, is 
fully operational computer. You don't need t 
buy another thing to make it work: plug it in t 
a TV set and a power point - and it works. 
Many other computers are little more tha 
fancy plastic boxes: until you start buying th 
‘add-ons’ to make them work, they’re n< 
much use to you. 

Beware of seemingly attractive ‘computer onl 
prices. Make sure you take into account tf 
‘add-ons’! 


And it’s over $500 cheaper tha 
the Tandy TRS-80! 


If you-buy the Dick Smith System 80, y< 
iave over $500 on the current Ta 
computer. 

The closest equivalent current model Tanc 
Computer is the TRS-80 model III, with 16K < 
memory, monitor, but no cassette recorde 
Add a cassette recorder and the system sel 
for over $1450. We do not compare tf 
System 80 against the TRS-80 model 1 as it h 
been discontinued in the USA, the country 
manufacture and no longer sold here. 

The Dick Smith System 80 is supplied wi 
16K memory and built-in cassette recorder, 
doesn’t need a separate monitor, as it will pli 
in to any TV set. If you do add a separa 
monitor, the price is only $899. 

So you can save a bundle by buying the Di 
Smith System 80 — and still have access to t 
huge range of software for the TRS-80! 


The Dick Smith System 80. 
Great Value at only $750.00 


This is just a sample of the wide 
range of software available for 
use on your System 80. 




















fundamental 
inderstanding 
>f computer 
echnology will 
secure their 
uture in 
omorrow’s 
vorld. * 


Want to know more? 

We’ve prepared a detailed brochure showing 
you just what the Dick Smith System 80 Home 
Computer can do for you. All you have to do is 
ask for a copy. 

Call in to your nearest Dick Smith store — 
have a chat with the helpful computer special¬ 
ist in the store — or drop us a line and we’l 
gladly send you a copy free of charge. 


MX 


tr-ik 

■low will a home computer help 
ny children? 

From what we’ve said, you might imagine that 
computer might make us lazy. 

Far from it! Teachers report that students with 
ccess to computers at home are usually much 
lore receptive to learning, and they learn 
ister. Consequently, they get better grades. 
But a computer can do much more than this 
>r your children. It can teach you to read 
etter, understand English or Mathematics 
learn spelling, even teach you to touch 
r read music. And much, much more, 
very quickly, your children will learn how a 
omputer works. What makes it go. You’ll find 
lat they’re even writing their own programs 
fter a few Weeks. And the more they leam, the 
lore they want to learn. Because they can see 
le results of their learning immediately, it’s 
ijoyable, so they want to learn more and 
are! 

ead what a leading US 
tagazine says: 

If a youngster graduates from school with no 
rticular skills and applies for a job with Pacific 
e local utility and telephone company) and if on 




linimal programming 
1 s, nothing fancy, trans- 
' res into $1000 per 

salary for a young- 
ir going into ai- 
any job ." 


\ 


Or even better . . . 

Take advantage of our exclusive trial offer 
below. There’s nothing better than ‘hands on’ 
experience! And you’re under no obligation. 

This is a list of private companies and Government departments 
who have chosen the System 80 computer above other brands. 

Australia Post RAAF Base Williamtown Department of Health 

Sydney University Department of Navy Macquarie University 

Blue Metal Industries Department of Home Affairs Philips Consumer Products 

A.I.S. Port Kembla Philips Comsumer Products — Clayton 

Lysaghts University of Adelaide NSW Police Department 

EXCLUSIVE 14 DAY TRIAL OFFER 

If you’ve been thinking about a home computer for your family, but haven’t quite been able 
to make up your mind, here’s an offer you shouldn’t miss out on, for your family’s sake. 

Buy a Dick Smith System 80 and use it in your own home for up to 14 days. If you’re not 
completely happy, you may return it (as long as it is in original condition and packaging) for a 
full refund of the purchase price — no questions askedf 

it Y ° U Can 6Ven char9 ® i( to your Bankcard you wish: for extended credit should you require 

With your System 80 computer, we’ll send you a free pamphlet detailing the programs 
currently available from Dick Smith Electronics. And remember — there are literally 
thousands of other programs available that will run perfectly in your System 80 computer. 


DICK SMITH Electronics O 

MAIL ORDER CENTRE: PO Box 321, North Ryde, 2113. 

Phone: (02) 888 3200 

Yes! I recognise the need for investing in the future. Please rush me a System 80 computer. 
(Cat. X-4005) I understand I can return it within 14 days for a full refund. 

I include $760 ($750 plus $10 insured road freight anywhere in Australia) 

Name . 

Address (not a PO Box!) .. 


Method of payment: 

□ Cheque enclosed 

□ Postal Order enclosed 

□ Please charge to my Bankcard 


Bankcard No. . 
Expiry Date ... 
Signature. 
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Column 80 


by JAMIESON ROWE 

Technical Director, 
Dick Smith Electronics 


About the “software programmable” keys 
on the System-80 Mark II Business Computer 

Like other computers intended for day-to-day use in business 
applications, the System-80 Business Computer provides some 
special “software programmable” keys on its keyboard. These keys 
seem to puzzle quite a few people, so here’s a quick rundown on 
what they actually do and how they can be used. 


Since the System-80 Mark II Business 
Computer was released a few months 
ago, the feature most frequently asked 
about - both by intending customers 
and by our own store staff - has been 
the "software programmable" function 
keys. The other features, like lower-case 
letters, numeric keypad, inbuilt 
communications terminal program and 
so on seem to have been accepted quite 
easily, but fairly obviously many people 
find the concept of these keys hard to 
grasp. 

The funny thing is that the keys are 
really very simple in operation, as I'll 
now try to explain. In themselves, they 
don't do anything very special at all - in 
fact they do no more than any of the 
other keys. But when you understand 
what they do, and write a program to 
look for the codes they generate, they 
can be made to do almost anything you 
like! 

Well then, to begin. First of all, as you 
probably know, the keyboard of 
computers like the System-80 is 
software-scanned. That is, the actual 
keyswitches are connected between the 
"row" and "column" wires of a grid or 
"matrix", and the computer itself is used 
to scan the rows and columns, to detect 
which key is being pressed at any time. 

This is done by connecting one side of 
each key to one of eight "column" lines 
DK0-DK7, as shown in Figure 1(a), while 
the other side of each switch is 
connected to one of eight "row" lines 
AK0-AK7. The column lines are 
connected (via gated buffers) to the 
computer's data bus, while the row lines 
are connected to the eight least 
significant address lines. The net result 
of this is that the rows of switches 
effectively occupy certain "addresses" in 
the computer's "memory space". 

To "scan" the keyboard, the computer 
simply "reads" these memory addresses 
in turn, under the control of a small 
subroutine built into the BASIC ROMs. If 
any key is pressed, an appropriate code 
will be read into the computer's 
accumulator register. The subroutine is 
then arranged to compare this code with 


a "lookup table", also in the ROMs, to 
find the corresponding ASCII code for 
the key concerned. 

So when you use the "INPUT" or 
"INKEYS" statements in the computer's 
BASIC, this is what really goes on. The 
result is that when you press a key, your 
program ends up with the ASCII code 
corresponding to the key you pressed 
(expressed in decimal). If you press the 
"A" key you get 65, the "3" key produces 
51, the space bar produces 32, and so 

Now for the special keys. Notice from 
Figure 1(a) that not all of the row 
positions are occupied in the keyboard 
matrix of the basic System 80. In fact the 
AK7 line is almost empty, with only the 
two shift keys connected, while the AK3 
line has only three of its eight available 
ositions used for the "X", "Y" and "Z" 
eys. 

Compare this with the keyboard for 
the System-80 Business Computer, 
shown in Figure 1(b). As you can see, 
four more keys have been added to the 
AK3 line. These are those mysterious 
"software programmable" function keys, 
F1-F4. So far, they don't look all that 
special, do they? They just look like four 
additional keys . . . 

Actually that's all they are! Just four 
more keys, over and above those 
required on the normal keyboard to 
generate all of the basic alphabetic, 
numeric and punctuation character 
codes. The only difference is that the 
keyboard scanning routine is arranged so 
that when any of these keys is pressed, 
the ASCII code generated is one not 
normally available from any of the other 
keys. 

The codes generated when each key is 
pressed are shown in Table 1, in three 
forms: binary, hexadecimal and decimal. 
Also shown is the conventional ASCII 
character corresponding to these codes, 
for reference. 

As you can see, the keys themselves 
simply produce the codes for four 
seldom-used punctuation symbols. So if 
your program pays no special 
significance to these codes, the keys will 


simply produce the corresponding 
symbols. 

But if your program is arranged to look 
for these "special" codes whenever it 
accepts input from the keyboard, they 
can be made to do almost anything you 
like. When the program sees the "95" 
code produced by the FI key it could be 
arranged to save a data file on disk, for 



Fig. 1 (a), above, is the System-80 Mk I 
keyboard, while Fig. 7 (b), below, is the 
System-80 Mk II Business Computer 
keyboard. 



example, or print it out on the printer 
When it sees the "93" code produced b 1 ) 
the F3 key, it could be arranged to abor 
itself and call in another program fronr 
the disk, and so on. 

(Continued on page 137 
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Yes! With every 16K 
Sorcerer computer, we now include at 
sxtra charge, an additional 16K of RAM! Here's your] 
' ie to buy the superb Sorcerer, and save money at the 
time. 

is these other winning features: 

uilt-in serial and parallel ports — standard! 
cassette control ports — both with motor control! 
owerful graphics capabilities, 
xpandable to 48K on board, 
niquely versatile ROMPACS™ — 
stant change to dedicated processor, 
id back again! 

lilt-in 4K ROM resident monitor. 

:onomic disk storage now available 
phonal) with Exidy's new FDS — 

>ppy disk subsystem (does not need 
pansion interface). 


standard 
BASIC 
ROMP AC" 


* LIMITED STOCKS 


»ICK SMITH/”! 

Electronics 

rder Centre: PO Box 321, North Ryde 2113. Phone (02) 888 3200 X>— AC- 


13 Princes Hwy BLAKEHURST 

18 George St BROADWAY 

M Pittwater Rd BROOKVALE 


WOLLONGONG 


SPRINGVALE ! 
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Glass fibres transmit coded laser pulses 

Australia’s first 
optical fibre network 


As this issue goes to press, work is proceeding on the most am¬ 
bitious distributed computing network ever constructed in Australia. 
A CDC Cyber mainframe computer and hundreds of smaller com¬ 
puters and terminals will be linked into a single network, joined by 
optical fibres capable of data transmission speeds of up to 1000 
million bits per second. 


The Computing Centre of the Universi¬ 
ty of Sydney is in the process of installing 
an optical fibre system which will even¬ 
tually link all the University's computers 
and terminals into one network. The 
system is the first large scale optical fibre 
network in Australia, and is one of the 
most sophisticated such networks in the 
world — a unique combination of recent 
advances in electronic technology. 

In the first stage of the installation, op¬ 
tical fibre links capable of carrying 
around 1000 million bits of information a 
second have been installed between the 
University Computing Centre and the 


Faculty of Engineering. The 10mm 
diameter cable contains two duplicate 
bi-directional links, each capable of car¬ 
rying information equivalent to 200 
separate television signals. 

When completed the network will 
have a total length of about three 
kilometres. The first stage involved the 
laying of 700 metres of cable. A team of 
four designers and technicians from the 
University Computing Centre con¬ 
structed the optical transmitters and 
receivers for the network, using infrared 
diodes and LSI communications protocol 
controller chips. At present, the com¬ 


pleted section of the network is bein 
tested, running at a conservative on 
million bits a second (1 megabaud, i 
contrast to the 19.2 kilobaud transmi: 
sion speed available using copper cable 
and modems). 

Users of small computers anywhere o 
the University campus will eventually b 
able to access larger computers wher 
necessary via the network. In addition t 
the convenience of this approach, hug 
savings will result from the avoidance < 
duplication of equipment. Any computt 
or peripheral device linked to the ne 
work will be available from any oth( 
terminal on the campus. 

Another advantage is that the Unive 
sity's 200 plus- video and printing te 
minals will be operated at much high* 
transmission speeds, avoiding the lag 
response time which is now sometitru 
evident when many of the terminals ai 
being used simultaneously. 

The main computing power of the nr 
work will be provided by the University 
CDC Cyber 177-30 mainframe con 
puter. At present, users of the Cyb 
must travel to the Computing Centre 1 
pick up print-outs of the results 
calculations made by the compute 
When the network comes into fi 
operation, inexpensive printers can t 
placed in individual buildings, makir 
print-outs available directly to tf 
workplace. 

When the link to the Department 
Computer Science is completed by 
cable laid in a duct under a main roi 
that traverses the University campus, tl 
network will provide a path 
CSIRONET, the Australia-wide comput 
network of the CSIRO, and through Ol 
satellites to overseas networks, allowir 
large international data-bases to be a 
cessed directly. 

Besides a much higher bandwidth, 
information carrying capacity, one of tl 
“ advantages of optical fibre is that it c 
carry a digital signal, unlike telephoi 
wires which carry analog signals. Wi 
the previously installed telephone linl 
modems at each end of every cable co 
verted between digital and anal< 
signals, introducing a time delay and 
potential source of errors. 

Apart from its technical advantagi 
the network will save the University hi 
dreds of thousands of dollars in ren 
costs of signal processing equipme 





PARIS RADIO ELECTRONICS 


HARDWARE DESCRIPTION 

S/09 6809 Computer w/128K Memory 

/09 6809 Computer w/56K Memory 

6540 Printer 132 characters 

8212 12” Terminal w/monitor 

DMF 2 Disk System w/2.5m Capacity 

CDS-1 Winchester Hard Disk System 

MP-09A 6809 Process/Board (assem) 

D5-2 double side/double density 720KB 

3809 128K Memory Expansion for S/09 

MP-LA Parallel Interface 

MP-L2 Dual Parallel Interface 

MP-N Calculator Interface 

MP-R Eprom Programmer 

MP-S Serial Interface 

MP-64 Memory board 64K 

MP-S2 Dual Serial Interface 

MP-SX Serial Interface Expansion 

MP-T Interrupt Timer 

S-32 Universal Static Memory Card 

MB 68XX 6809 Mother Board 

SOFTWARE TSC 

ASM09 Optimizing Assembler (5” or 8”) 
Flex 09 ver 2.8.1 w/manual 
Inventory Program 
Mail List Program. 

Word Processing Editor & Text Processor 

Word Processing Editor 

Text Processor 

SP-09-2 Text Editing System 

SP-09-3 Mnemonic Assembler 

SP-09-4 Basic 

SP-09-5 Debug Package 

SP-09-6 Extended Basic 


D-5 Two double sided, double 
density, 5” disk drives with a total on 
line capacity of 720,000 bytes of 
data. Includes cabinet, power supply, 
connecting cable and controller. 
Controller will operate up to four 
drives. This is an ideal disk system for 
small stand alone word processing 
systems, or for businesses that do not 
work with large inventories. 


DMF-2 Double sided, double density, 
dual eight-inch disk system with an on 
line capacity of 2,400,000 bytes. Our 
“top of the line” disk system features 
a DMA type controller for fastest 
possible data transfers. This drive was 
designed for larger businesses and 
multi user installations. The DMF-2 will 
provide the fast operation necessary 
for systems running multiterminals 
under the UniFLEX operating system. 
Complete with a heavy duty 1/8 inch 
metal cabinet, power supply, 
connecting cable and controller. The 
controller will operate up to four 
drives. 


MB-68XX MOTHER BOARD 

The MB-68XX Mother Board is an 
extremely versatile and universal 
mother board for SWTPC and similar 
SS-50 based systems. It provides 8 
slots for full sized (SS-50) boards and 
8 slots for I/O sized (SS-30) boards. 
Its main features are: 

1. Switch selectable 6800/6809 I/O 
addressing. 

2. Switch selectable 4/16 addresses 
per I/O slot. 

3. Baud rate generator for SS-50C 
and S/09 compatability. 

4. Schmitt trigger buffers on all data, 
address & control lines to I/O bus. 

5. Physical size & mounting replaces 
existing SWTCP 6800/09 mother 
boards. 

6. Extra thick 3/32" Epoxy board. 

7. High quality double sided plated 
through holes. 


“f 1 


Talbot Microsystems 
t Forth, t Forth +, Firmforth 

Computer Systems Centre 
Dynamite Disassembler 
6800/6809 

Universal Data Research Inc 

Data Base Manager for Flex 

for Uniflex 

Payroll, General Ledger 
Manufacturers Inventory 
Accounts Receivable, Accounts 
Payable. 

Washington Computer Services 

Record Management System 
Data Base Management 


Eimix 

HARDWARE 

32K Static Ram Board 

16K Static Ram Board 

Expandable to 32K 

6809 Plus CPU Card 

5/8 Single Density Controller Board 

5” Double Density Controller Board 

5”, 8” DMA DD Controller 


RADIO ELECTRONICS 

JRTON STREET, DARLINGHURST, NSW 2010 
DARLINGHURST, NSW 2010. PHONE (02) 357 5111 
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LET THE 

AUJTRMMM SOURCE 

3fcH- l-f\TZ o6£ «T m Et 8coRM£ VIC- PH »a<|-Hi* 

BRING MAINFRAME POWER INTO YOUR HOME OR OFFICE 



The AUSTRALIAN SOURCE is 
Australia’s lirst microcomputer 
inlormation utility, aimed at giving 
the average microcomputer user 
access to the computer data banks 
and also massive storage space 
previously only available to large 
Mainframe installations. The era of 
home computers has now officially 
begun in Australia, now that the 
AUSTRALIAN SOURCE is here; 
as now, any small businessman or 
student can have on his desk for 
an extremely small cost, a system 
that has the level of storage power 
and access to data banks for which 
only a few years ago, government 
departments and large private users 
were paying millions of dollars. 

The AUSTRALIAN SOURCE 
can be accessed through a number 
of 'approved’ personal computers, 
and terminals, by use of an 
accoustic coupler or modem. 


SPECIAL 

CHARTER MEMBER OFFER 

Joining before 1st February, 1982. 
qualifies for CHARTER MEMBER 
status; substantial discount off the 
normal $100 joining fee; and a 
lifetime percentage discount off the 
normal hourly user charge. 

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT 
THESE EXCITING SERVICES OF 
THE AUSTRALIAN SOURCE AND 
HOW WE CAN TURN YOUR OWN 
MICROCOMPUTER INTO A MAIN¬ 
FRAME, PLEASE COMPLETE 
THE COUPON, BELOW: 


WE ARE PROUD TO 
ANNOUNCE THE LAUNCHING 
OF AUSTRALIA’S FIRST 
MICROCOMPUTER 
INFORMATION UTILITY 


MAINFRAME POWER 

Users will have the capability to 
make use of the Mainframe s huge 
storage capacity by using any of our 
large programs, or storing your large 
programs on our system. 

SHOP AT HOME 

You can take advantage of our 
‘shopping by computer' system to 
get the best prices on a number of 
popular consumer items. 

EXTREMELY EASY TO USE 


Users will receive a number of 
benefits which will include: 

INFORMATION SERVICES 


Members will have access to a 
number of information sources which 
will include the latest news, sports 
results, financial reports, and farm 
information. 

NATIONWIDE ELECTRONIC MAIL 


Members will be able, also, to 
communicate nationwide with other 
AUSTRALIAN SOURCE members 
through our electronic mail system. 


You do not have to be a computer 
programmer to make use of the 
AUSTRALIAN SOURCE. All of the 
instructions are in everyday English, 
so that even the younger members of 
your family will be able to operate 
the system. 

LOW COST 


While services like these used to 
cost tens of thousands of dollars 
to the government departments and 
large corporations who used them, 
they are now available to you for 
less than the cost of a packet of 
cigarettes a day for the ‘average’ 
user. 


THE AUSTRALIAN SOURCE 
RECOMMENDS 3M DISKETTES 


You can join the AUSTRALIAN 
OURCE by paying a one-time 
lining fee (normally $100) and a 
mall hourly user charge (normally 
10 an hour 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. and 
4.5 0 an hour 6 p.m. — 8 a.m.). 
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reviously, smaller computers and ter- 
linals throughout the University were 
nked to the Cyber by telephone cables 
nd modems rented from Telecom, 
lodems must be connected to each 
nd of the telephone cable, and each of 
le University's terminals required a 
jparate cable. 

In addition, Telecom's modems are 
esigned to carry a strong, unbroken 
gnal over long distances - from Sydney 
) Perth if necessary. With transmission 
stances of a only a few kilometres, the 
niversity was paying for more powerful 
quipment than it really needed. 

In the optical fibre network the 
odems are replaced by "node com- 
Jters" at either end of the line. A node 
imputer, typically an LSI II minicom- 
jter with specialised interfaces, can 
ceive information from dozens of dif- 
rent terminals and send them down a 
igle cable to a second node computer 
the other end. The receiving com- 
jter separates the signals from each ter- 
inal and forwards them to their 
;stinations. 

The node computer accumulates 
laracters typed into a terminal until the 
le is complete then sends the informa- 
>n down the high speed trunk-line as a 
lgle "packet" of information in digital 
rm. Each packet contains the ad- 
esses of its source and destination and 
cyclic redundancy check (CRC) code 
lich insures the integrity of the data, 
le packet is passed from one node to 
other until it reaches its destination 
d, as a safeguard, the node computer 
II request a retransmission of the 
cket if the CRC code indicates that an 
ror has occurred. 

Welcome though these advantages 
3, evert more dramatic changes are in 
)re in the future - changes which will 
ect the very nature of computing in 
i University. Mr Brian Rowswell, 
inager of the University Computing 
intre, says "This is probably the most 
eresting aspect of the network, and 




Technical Officer Mark Phillips checks a 
terminals. All interfaces for the network were 


the hardest to predict". 

In recent years the emphasis of large 
scale computer design has turned to 
distributed processing - two or more 
processors operating in parallel and shar¬ 
ing the work load. One of the major 
drawbacks of this approach is the 
degradation of processing speed caused 
by excessive delays as one processor 
communicates with another. Overhead 
times incurred by communications pro¬ 
tocols and management of remote 
resources can reach a point where ad¬ 
ding more processors to the system ac¬ 
tually results in a decrease in the amount 
of work done by the system in a given 
time. 

Very high speed data paths are one 
way around this problem, but up to now 
such data paths have been available over 
short distances only. The optical fibre 
network will provide an extremely high 
speed data path which, will span the 
whole University campus. 

The result is that ideas of distributed 
processing now seen only in the design 
of a single computer can now be applied 
to the network as a whole. Every com- 
uter in the University will eventually 
ecome part of a single distributed pro¬ 
cessing facility, a giant computer spread 
through many buildings, with specialised 
peripherals available for particular tasks 
and main-frame computer power 
available to every user. 

Brian Rowlands gives an example: "a 
laboratory computer which is monitor¬ 
ing the results of an experiment in X-ray 
diffractometry could request a large host 
computer to analyse a set of data and 
then, depending on the results, take a 
different set of measurements, perhaps 
using a different scan to get 
measurements of greater accuracy. That 
same small computer could then request 
a processor controlling disc storage to 
update a result file." 

The duplication of the optical path 


within each cable means that even if one 
path fails completely, the node, com¬ 
puters at either end will still be in com¬ 
plete communication with one another. 
If a node computer fails, only the devices 
connected to that node will be affected. 
Critical devices such as the Cyber are 
connected to two nodes. 

All of the major components of the op¬ 
tical fibre network are sourced locally. 
Research and development of the op¬ 
tical fibres used in the system was car¬ 
ried out at the North Ryde, NSW, 
Research Laboratories of Amalgamated 
Wireless (Australasia) Ltd. Olex Cables 
Ltd of Victoria assembled the optical 
fibres into a shielded, waterproof cable 
containing strengthening strands to pro¬ 
tect the fibres from strains imposed by 
the laying process. 

Telecom Australia laid the cable for the 
University, using special equipment built 
at the University's engineering 
workshops. Experience gained by 
Telecom in this installation will con¬ 
tribute to further applications of optical 
fibres in Australian telecommunications. 

Radius of curvature of the cables must 
be no less than 100mm, to prevent 
possible fracturing of the optical clad¬ 
ding, and no more than 100kg strains 
must be imposed by the laying process. 
Tests of the completed sections of the 
network by AWA show that the 
transmission characteristics of the fibre 
have been unaffected by the laying pro¬ 
cedure - answering an important ques¬ 
tion for future applications. 

Other organisations with computers 
and terminals scattered through many 
buildings will be watching the progress 
of the University work with, great in¬ 
terest. As pioneers of the high speed op¬ 
tical fibre computing network, Sydney 
University is likely to become a 
showplace for those wishing to improve 
the utilisation of their currently installed 
computers. $ 
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A new microcomputer, designed in 
Australia specifically for school use, was 
released recently in Melbourne by Pro¬ 
fessional Australian Systems Pty Ltd. 
Shown above with the Dyad "Dragon" 
computer are the company's Managing 
Director, Mr Neil McKellar (left) and Mr 
Bill Penrose, Technical Director. 

At the launch of the new machine, Mr 
Penrose said that the Dragon had been 
designed to compete by price and quali¬ 
ty against the best the overseas manufac¬ 
turers can produce. 

Designed and developed as a modular 
system, the computer is said to meet the 
requirements of any school for both 
computer education classes and school 
administration. The modular design 
allows a school to purchase a basic 
system which may be expanded as the 
curriculum develops. 

The basic system will retail for under 
$2500 and includes a central processing 
unit, a card reader, card hopper feed, 
16K of RAM, video display, keyboard 
and cassette interface. It is based on the 
6802 microprocessor running at a clock 
speed of 2MHz. 

An expanded system includes 48K of 
RAM and 630K of disk storage on two 
quad density Micropolis disk drives. 
Printers and other peripherals can be in¬ 
terfaced through two in-built RS 232 
serial ports. 


As described to us, the Dragon has 
some interesting features. The card 
reader can handle up to 60 cards a 
minute, either fed by hand or 
automatically by the card hopper. Basic, 
Pascal and test data cards can be read. 

Remote programming on university 
type cards, batch processing and 
automatic abort of program errors are 
some of the features offered by the card 
reader. 

The video display is controlled by soft¬ 
ware in ROM which allows the size of 
the display to be varied to suit the televi¬ 
sion used (both 16 x 64 and 24 x 80 
display formats are available for exam¬ 
ple). Medium resolution graphics are 
available in eight colours, and flashing 
characters and reverse video are also 
featured. 

Upper and lower case ASCII characters 
and 32 special characters can be 
displayed. 

Formats for the 300 baud cassette in¬ 
terface are also under software control 
and can be either Kansas City standard 
or Apple II or TRS-80 compatible. 

Extensive software is available for the 
Dragon in addition to the 14K Dyad Basic 
in on-board ROM. Disk-based systems 
use the FLEX operating system - the in¬ 
dustry standard for 6800 and 6809 
systems. Pascal, FORTH and Lisp can be 


used with the system, as well as alte 
native versions of Basic. 

Software conversion packages for 'A| 
pie and Tandy programs can also be suf 
plied, although we don't have detail 
The Dragon's Computer Assisted Instru 
tion (CAI) library includes programs fc 
teaching maths and algebra, and wor 
processing and accounting packages ai 
available off the shelf for school a< 
ministration use. 

Because the Dragon is designed an 
manufactured in Australia all purchase 
will be able to communicate direct 
with the manufacturers. Software su| 
port is also offered by PAS. All Dya 
equipment carries a 12 months warran 
on parts, labour and return freight if se 
vice is necessary. 

The Dyad Dragon is distributed t 
Zephyr Products, 70 Batesford Roar 
Chadstone, Vic 3148. 


Australian Source 
computer network servic 

A new company, Australian Source F 
Ltd, has announced the launching of t 
"Australian Source" - Australia's fi 
dial-up computer information servk 
With "Australian Source" microcompul 
users have access to computer d; 
banks and storage space previou: 
only available to large mainfrar 
installations. 

'The launching of the Australian Sour 
microcomputer network in Australia 
probably the most singularly import; 
event yet to take place in t 
microcomputer industry in this countr 
according to a spokesman for Austral 
Source Pty Ltd. "For the first time 1 
world of huge data banks and mass 
computer power previously oi 
available to large corporations a 
government departments can now 
put into any office or home." 

A number of "approved" com pc 
systems, including the Apple 
System-80, TRS-80 and Atari machi( 
can be connected to Australian Sour 
Users will have access to informat 
services including news, sport < 
financial reports, and will be able 
communicate with any other user of 
network through their comput 
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MONOBLOC 

Worlds most popular 
Ceramic Capacitors 



Monolithic construction 

X5U Temperature range -55°C to +85°C 


ERIE Red Cap Monobloc' Ceramic Capacitors are in a 
quality class by themselves and today represent a standard 
of excellence unequalled in the industry. 

Monobloc capacitor elements, solid structures of fused 
oro r»rr»Hi irorl in a wiHp rannfi nf caoacitance 


MonoDloc capacuor elements, suuu suuuuico yi iuc 
ceramic, are produced in a wide range of capacitance 
values 


alues. 

They offer inherent stability with conservative voltage 
ratings for long, trouble-free life. 

The new low-profile construction, with height reduced by 
1 /3rd compared with other monolithic types, has been 
designed specifically for the innovators of the electronics 
industry. These ceramics are ideal for compact designs 
and will play a significant role in high density applications. 

Volume delivery ex-stock in these popular values. 

.01 uF, .047uF, ,1uF, ,22uF, ,47uF, I.OuF. 


Technical information available on request. 



r 


Soanar Electronics Pty Ltd 

A member of the A & R Soanar Electronics Group 
30 Lexton Road, Box Hill, Vic., 3128. Australia 


VICTORIA: 840 1222 QUEENSLAND: 52 1131 
N.S.W. 789 6733 WEST. AUST. 381 9522 
STH. AUST: 42 8918 TASMANIA: 31 6533 
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CSIRO DIVISION OF 
RADIOPHYSICS 9 

Cnr Vimiera and Pembroke Roads, Epping NSW 2121 


OPEN DAYS 


SATURDAY 28 NOVEMBER 1981 
1pm to 5pm 

SUNDAY 29 NOVEMBER 1981 
11am to 5pm 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Parkes 64m radio 
telescope. Displays detailing the achievements of the telescope 
over this time will be a highlight of the Open Day. Approximately 
30 displays and laboratories will be open for inspection. The diver¬ 
sity of activities within the Division will be presented under the 
theme. 

UTILIZING RADIO WAVES 

Astronamical research in the Division includes theoretical 
astrophysics and observational astronomy of the Sun, planets, the 
Galaxy and extra-galactic objects. Unusual objects such — 
quasars, pulsars, neutron stars and black holes are being 
vestigated. Applied projects also cover a wide range: the In¬ 
terScan microwave landing system for aircraft; the use of radio 
waves for non-invasive measurements of cancerous tissue; the 
use of lasers in the frequency analysis of signals; and the signal 
analysis of the voice recordings of infants in a project related to 
“cot death". 

Further enquiries: Mrs McIntosh, telephone 868 0222 
Parking is available on site or nearby. 



AN INTRODUCTION TO 

DIGITAL 

ELECTRONICS 


FOURTH 

EDITION 


Electronics is going digital. 
This book can help YOU go 
right along with it. 


Electronic equipment now plays an important role in almost 
every field of human endeavour. And every day, more and 
more electronic equipment is “going digital”. Even professional 
engineers and technicians find it hard to keep pace. In order to 
understand new developments, you need a good grounding in 
basic digital concepts, and An Introduction to Digital Elec¬ 
tronics can give you that grounding. Tens of thousands of peo¬ 
ple — engineers, technicians, students and hobbyists — have 
used the previous editions of this book to find out what the 
digital revolution is all about. The fourth edition has been up¬ 
dated and expanded, to make it of even greater value. 


Available from “Electronics Australia”, 57 Regent St, Sydney 
PRICE $4.50 OR by mail order from “Electronics Australia’ 
PO Box 163, Chippendale 2008. PRICE $5.20. 





















It's the key to making the most of 
your microcomputer system. Because 
the right computer store will provide 
you with the support, service, software and 
supplemental equipment that can make the 
difference between total satisfaction and total 
frustration with your system. 

Filling this vital role was the concept behind 
ComputerLand. Our purpose is to provide you with 
ready access to the entire world of microcomputing. 
Today we represent over 50 different manufacturers 
and suppliers. But no matter what brand or type of 
equipment you purchase or lease from Computer¬ 
Land, you get an extra feature no one else can 
offer — the resources of the world's largest network of 
computer stores. 

Information. At ComputerLand, 
you deal with a staff of thoroughly trained and 
experienced professionals. We know small 
computers. And since we deal only in small 
computers, we know them a lot better than anyone 
Who also has to know CB radios, burglar alarms. 
Stereos, TV sets, copy machines and typewriters. 

We can help you choose the computer system 
.that best meets your needs. If you have an installed 
system, we can tell you which accessories and 
programs are compatible. 

We can also put you in touch with computer 
clubs, classes, and other customers who have 
situations similar to yours, 


125 PIRIE STREET PHONE 223-5083 
......... - 127 CREEK STREET PHONE 221-9777 

Canberra — 22 colbee court phone 822-342 

Gold Coast — T26 SCARBOROUGH STREET PHONE 32-8300 

Melbourne: 

City Centre — 123 lonsdale street phone 662-2133 

South City — CNR KINGS WAY and ALBERT ROAD PHONE 26-6647 


The most important 
feature of a small 
computer... 


♦is where you 
buy it. 


'COMPUTERLAND AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. 1981 


Choice. ComputerLand has the widest 
selection of small computer products you'll find 
anywhere. And every product we offer has been 
evaluated and approved by our expert product 
selection committee. 

We have no ties to any single manufacturer, so 
we don't have to try to sell you any single brand. We 
can combine computers, accessories, and programs 
from several different sources to meet your specific 
needs. You don't have to adapt your needs to fit our 
system. At ComputerLand, you have complete 
freedom of choice. Because we do. And as your 
computer needs expand, we have the add-ons and 
programs that can make your computer expand 
as well. 

Support. The right computer store 
becomes even more important after you buy. 

Because that's when you'll need warranty service 
routine maintenance, technical assistance, training 
software — or just someone friendly to call when you 
have a question. ComputerLand provides all of the 
above and then some. 

We give your equipment a complete checkout 
before it leaves the store. We can do most repairs 
in-store so you don't have to wait while your 
equipment makes a round trip to the manufacturer 
And if the equipment is needed for business, we can 
provide priority service. So come to ComputerLand 
and let us introduce you to small computing. We want 
to be your computer store. 

ComputerLand 

. — 5NIILLSTREET<ACROSSFROMTHE»HILTON) PHONE 321-4671 

y: Bondi Junct. — 119 OXFORD STREET PH0NE389-4466 

Burwood — 31 BURW00D ROAD 

Chatswood — chatswoodplaza shop 3 phone 411-7611 

City Centre —31 market street phone 290-2955 

Parramatta — cnr victoria road and church street phone 633-3199 

Ryde — TOP RYDE SHOPPING SQUARE — SUITE 5 

:r locations opening soon Ring 102 27-8959 
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Programs including games, educational 
aids and diagnostic tools will also be 
available to users as well as the central 
computer's huge storage capacity. 

Hardware required consists of an 
approved computer and an acoustic 
coupler (modem). The user will be 
charged a one-time joining fee and an 
hourly charge. According to Australian 
Source Pty Ltd charges for the average 
user should work out at less than $1 a 
day, and in return the user will in effect 
have a mainframe computer on his desk. 

For further information contact 
Australian Source Pty Ltd, 364, Latrobe 
St, Melbourne, Vic, 3000. 


Computer science course 
admissions limited 

As reported in Pacific Computer 
Weekly for September 11, student 
quotas in computer science courses at 
tertiary institutions are to be greatly 
reduced for 1982. 

The NSW Institute of Technology will 
be accepting only 100 full-time students, 
as against 180 this year and 48 part-time 
students, compared to 120 this year. 
Other institutions said to be examining 
cuts in student intake include 
Melbourne, Monash and Sydney 
Universities. 

Reasons for the reduction in student 
intake are many. Increased numbers of 
students at NSWIT in 1981 meant that 
student/staff ratios in computing science 


were twice those of other courses. Large 
numbers meant that it was very difficult 
for students to gain "hands-on" 
experience with the limited amount of 
hardware available. 

Even if more funds were available for 
computers and terminals, shortage of 
teaching staff would remain a problem. 
Industry demands for computing science 
graduates and the small numbers 
graduating each year result in all 
available graduates taking positions in 
industry. 


Versatile development 
system from Philips 

Philips' PM4421 microcomputer 
development system was shown for the 
first time in Australia at IREEECON '81. It 
is a powerful tool for increasing 
efficiency in the design of micro¬ 
processor based systems, and can pro¬ 
vide significant savings in time and cost 
throughout the development of a new 
product. 

PM4421 provides the software 
designer with development aids such as 
a text editor, assemblers and high level 
languages. Design of hardware is eased 
by the provision of facilities for real-time 
in circuit emulation, program tracing and 
signal state analysis. When the time 
comes to put the software and hardware 
together the development system can 
test the completed device under actual 
operating conditions before final 
production decisions are made. 

Software for the PM4421 includes 
Philips' "Instrumental Basic", which 
allows the computer to be used for 
control of monitoring and measuring 
instruments. Programs written in Basic 
can be used to operate various 
instruments and peripherals with 


optional IEC instrument bus or V24 
interfaces. Instrumental Basic is an 
enhanced version of ANSI Basic that also 
simplifies programming and contains a 
wide range of error messages for easy 
program debugging. 



Pascal is also available for use with the 
development system. Philips believe that 
Pascal's combination of control 
structures, powerful data typing anc 
ease of use make it ideal for 
microcomputer development appli 
cations. 

Philips enhanced Pascal complies witF 
international ISO recommendations anc 
offers users of the development systen 
the advantages of clarity and portability 
of programs between different systems 
Pascal compilers are available for severa 
popular microprocessors including the 
8080, 8085, Z80 and 6809, and program 
written in Pascal can be run on any of the 
processors simply by loading th< 
appropriate compiler from disk. 

Using the development system' 
linking facility, programs written ii 
assembly language can be added t( 
Pascal programs. 

For further information on the PM442 
microcomputer development syster 
contact Philips Scientific & Industrie 
Equipment, 25-27 Paul Street, Nort 
Ryde, NSW, 2113. 


TRS-80 Whisperdisc 

CISA Microcomputing has announce 
that they have been appointed agent 
for the Olympia range of electroni 
Whisperdisc computer tern 
inal/typewriters. The Olympia Whispe 
disc can act as either a stand-alone dais 
wheel typewriter or a printing computt 
terminal with a printing speed of mor 
than 200 words per minute. 

CISA is introducing the Whisperdi: 
with a $2200 price tag - inexpensive 
comparison with other daisy whe 
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283 Clarence Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
Telephone 292402 - 9221709 


This is the ideal portable Eprom programmer, for “on-site” conversions and repairs. __ , , 

It can work in stand-alone copier mode, but can be easily interfaced to any microcomputer to make up a powerful 
software development and modification system. 

MAIN FEATURES: 

'. Simple to opera 
‘'“ill enough tc 


2. Small enough to carry in a 
case or toolbox. Will ru 
“stand-alone” mode as 



1. Eprom ty] 
j. Will progi 


2716 Triple supply 
2516 Single supply 
2716 Single supply 
2732 Intel 
2532 TI/Motorola 

6. Provision to check for fully erased Eprom. 

7. Provision for data verification ...... 

8. Capable of copying to/from different types of Eproms and combining dif¬ 
ferent types. 

9. Software available for CP/M based systems. 

$42*100 plus sales tax and delivery charges if applicable. Includes any 
choice of two personality modules. . 11 11 —-.. 

Additional standard personality modules $13.00. I BgpB 

Special modules: POA 
Features, specifications and pricing ai 


subject to change 
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printers. The price includes a selection of 
type fonts and all the cables and 
software required to connect the printer 
to a TRS-80 disc-based computer system. 

As with all CISA microcomputer 
peripherals the Whisperdisc carries a full 
90-day parts and labour warranty. 

For further information contact CISA 
Microcomputing Pty Ltd, 159 Kent St, 
Sydney, NSW, 2000. 


EPROM programmer 
from QT Computer 

Qt Computer Systems (Australia) has 
released a universal EPROM 
copier/programmer called the QT 
Uniprog. Designed specifically for the 
amusement machine industry, the 
programmer is portable and specially 
adapted for "on-site" conversions and 
adaptations of pre-programmed 
equipment. 

No computer is required to use 
Uniprog in its stand-alone copier mode 
although it can be easily interfaced to 
any computer through two parallel ports 
for use in a software development 
system. 

Uniprog is small enough to carry in a 
briefcase or tool-box and can be used to 
program all popular types of EPROMs - 
the 2708, single and triple supply 2716's 
and 2532 types made by Intel, texas 
Instruments and Motorola. The type of 
EPROM to be programmed is selected 
by a plug-in "personality module". 

Using the Uniprog it is possible to copy 
to and from different types of EPROMs 
and to combine two different types. For 
example, it is possible to combine the 
contents of two 2K 2516 EPROMs into 
one 4K 2532, depending on the 
personality module used. Provision is 
made for checking that an EPRCDM is fully 
erased before programming and for 
verifying the correctness of programmed 
data. 

Software is also available to run the 


programmer under CP/M when it is used 
in a computer system. 

For more information on the Uniprog 
portable programmer contact QT 
Computer Systems (Australia) Pty Ltd, 
283 Clarence St, Sydney, NSW, 2000. 
The postal address is PO Box 26, 
Kensington, NSW, 2033. 


10MB hard disk with 
in-built tape back up 



INCA i( Data Systems Pty Ltd have an¬ 
nounced the arrival of the Irwin 510 
disk/tape drive, which combines a 14cm 
Winchester disk drive with integral tape 
cartridge backup. Features of the new 
drive include an average access time of 
25ms and a cost of 17c per thousand 
bytes of storage. 

Total storage capacity of the "micro- 
Winchester" is 12.3 megabytes unfor¬ 
matted and 10.02 megabytes of format¬ 
ted data - almost thirty times as much as 
a standard minifloppy disk. 

The tape cartridge backup system is ful¬ 
ly integrated with the drive and the com¬ 
plete system is contained in a package 
no bigger than the standard minifloppy. 
All 10 megabytes of formatted data can 
be dumped or restored in less than four 
minutes on the backup tape cartridge, 
and the cartridge can be removed for 
storage. 

INCA Data Systems maintain a disk sup¬ 
port facility in Sydney to assist manufac¬ 


BOFFIN MAIL-ORDER 

$ 

•CHECK THIS* 

$ 


WE GUARANTEE OUR PRICES ARE THE 


$ 

LOWEST IN AUSTRALIA 

$ 


NO TAX iNC TAX NO TAX INC TAX 


C Itoh 1500 daisywheel printer 
B QUME 8 * double sided disk drives 


’ $223.20 $262.26 


C Televideo 912B serial terminal 



BOFFIN MICRO-COMPUTER DESIGN AND SYSTEMS 

P 0. Box 68. Thornbury, Vic 3071. Tel:'(03) 480 5407, 
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turers in incorporating the Irwin drive in 
their products. Available interfaces an¬ 
nounced include LSI 11, Multibus and 
S100 standards, with more to follow. In 
OEM quantities the drives will cost 
$2215 each. 

Datatel Pty Ltd, of 3 Raglan Street, 
South Melbourne, 3205, have been ap' 
pointed distributors of the product. 


CGF Electronics has 
Archives III 

Archives III, a desktop microcompute 
with a built-in 5 megabyte Wincheste 
disk drive, was released recently ir 
Australia by CGF Electronics. The Ar 
chives system consists of a Z80 CPU rur 
ning a 4MHz, SI 00 bus, a double-sidec 
double-density disk drive, 30cm greei 
phosphor video monitor and 
detachable Honeywell keyboard. 

The design of the computer allows fo 
easy expansion, with SI 00 slots availabl 
for graphics and communication 
peripherals. 

A range of locally produced and irr 
ported software is available for th 
system, including accounting package 
and the well-known Wordstar word prc 
cessing program. 

Mr Gower Smith, General Manager c 
CGF Electronics, says "Until now the lac 
of storage has forced many sma 
businesses into the minicomputer are; 
This system offers unequalled value fc 
money and removes one of the majc 
barriers that has prevented the micr 
entering medium-sized businesses. Th 
inbuilt Winchester incorporated in th 
unit offers ten times, the speed an 
storage without compromising the unit 
micro size and reliability". 

Most of the supporting software for th 
Archives III computer has been prepare 
by the Australian firm Integrity Manag 
ment Services, and includes Version 3 
of the IMS integrated accounting syster 
For more information on the Archivt 
system contact CGF Electronics, 41 
Floor, 520 Collins St, Melbourne, V 
3000. 


Memories — has the 
magnetic bubble burst? 

Just two months after Texas 
struments announced that it was endi 
production of all bubble memo 
devices, National Semiconductor f 
also announced that it is dropping out 
the bubble memory market. 

Both National Semiconductor a 
Texas Instruments have spent millions 
dollars developing bubble memc 
systems, but research costs have prov 
too high for the potential return. Alt 
native memory technologies such 
Winchester disks, video disks and n< 

Micronews ctd pi 
























MICROCOMPUTER OWNERS & BUYERS 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

GREAT NEWS FROM COMPUTER COUNTRY 

It is not necessary to trade off getting the professional pre-sales advice and after sales 
hardware and software back-up and service that Computer Country Pty Ltd has lonq 
been famous for in order to get low prices for your computer purchases. Computer Coun¬ 
try, because of its large sales volume and keen sourcing ability, is now able to give ex¬ 
tremely low prices and probably be able to meet, or better, any prices you will be quoted 
elsewhere. 


APPLE BUYERS 

Computer Country is 

1. the oldest existing Apple dealer in 

Victoria. 

2. an Apple factory authorised service 

centre 

3. now giving a twelve months warranty 

on all products sold. 

If you are considering buying any Apple 
product or such items as printers or 
accessories, call us before you buy. We 
could save you hundreds of dollars. 

A GREAT NEW SERVICE DEAL 

Computer Country because of its highly 
efficient service staff is now able to offer 
a full 12 month warranty which includes 
all parts and all labour costs for only 6% 
of the retail cost of the equipment. Please 
note that this offer which is for a limited 
time only, not only extends to equipment 
previously purchased from us; but many 
other brands and most equipment bought 


from other computer outlets including 
those that have closed down in the past. 


INTRODUCING THE CASIO FX-9000P 

This is the desktop computer everyone 
has been waiting for. Prices start at only 
$999 and that includes an inbuilt 5" 
green screen monitor. This personal 
computer is probably one of the most 
efficient and neatest personal computers 
now on the market. A stunning example 
of quality workmanship at an amazingly 
low price. Write or call for a brochure. 


3M 5V4" DISKETTES 
ONLY $44 + S/T for a box of ten. When 
your data is too good to lose — use 3M. 
These diskettes are the best investment 
you can make for your system. 

Note: We believe that this is the lowest 
retail price in Australia for 3M diskettes. 


MAKE A SMART MOVE 
COME TO 


COMPUTER COUNTRY 

338 Queen Street, Melbourne, Vic 3000. 

329 7533 

Call us now to get on our free mailing list for future information on special sales and 
free tickets for our upcoming microcomputer seminars. 
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MICR O-WAR 
^■FROMI 


Write or call for a copy of our catalogue, 

P.O. Box 4601, Sydney, N.S.W. 2001. AUSTRALIA 
Telephone: (02) 358 3011 Telex: 21866 



FROM THE SI 00 SPECIALISTS - 


What Makes AEDs SlOO Supercomputer Different? 


- IEEE S100 construction 

- 4 or 6MHz Z80 or 5MHz 8085 and 8088 opera¬ 
tion 

- Super Reliable Static RAM, drawing less power 
than Dynamic 

- Super Fast Memory Mapped "Un-Serial" Ter¬ 
minal 

- CP/M 2.2 plus SUPERAED 

- Realistic System Pricing 

- SUPERAED features: 

- Automatic Background Memory Testing 

- Keyboard Lockout with Password Re-Entry: A 
cold boot is not enough to bypass the 
password, either! 

- Automatic Me.mory Corruption monitoring dur¬ 
ing lockout 


- Help! - Menu driven user assistance program 

- Smartkey - Keyboard Intelligence system 

- Monaed - Advanced Monitor program, ac- 
cessable from within CP/M! 

- Keyboard and Software selection of up to eight 
printers 

- Keyboard and Software controlled display 
speed 

- Chunky Graphics 

- Alternate Character sets available 

- Keyboard Substitution: Now your BASIC or 
machine code (or whatever) program can per¬ 
form CP/M keyboard entries, and hence con¬ 
sole functions directly - has to be seen to be 
believed. 


Drop in to our Showroom at GUILDFORD for a demonstration of the AED SUPERCOMPUTER, other AED Turnkey 
systems, the STARTER System, and the Exidy Sorcerer. 



MICROCOMPUTER 

§S?IWfLJPLIUfe^ I _» NSW 2161. Phone (02) 681 4966 
■ I m (3 lines). Telex AA70664. 
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Microcomputer 
News & Products 

'- -- / 

'olatile semiconductor memories have 
aken over many of the planned applica- 
ions for bubble memories. 

Charles Sporck, President and Chief Ex- 
cutive of National, said "We recently 
nnounced a review of expenses during 
tis period of slow semiconductor 
usiness activity. To keep spending in 
ne with sales, and since the bubble 
lemory business is not projected to 
?ach previously anticipated levels, Na- 
onal is discontinuing production of bub- 
le memory devices." National's sales of 
ubble memories had been under $1 
lillion annually, says Sporck. 

Motorola and Intel are continuing to 
roduce bubble memories. Motorola 
is obtained details of National's 256K 
it and one megabit memory designs 
id controllers through a technology ex- 
lange agreement with National. The 
>mpany still sees a viable market for 
e devices, but will be content with 
datively minor returns. 

Intel sees significant uses for bubble 
emories in military applications. The 
emories are more rugged than alter- 
itive types, and can withstand harsh 
wironments more readily. In applica- 
>ns where equipment is subject to 
iration and changes in temperatures, 
ch as in aircraft, the bubble memory 
ay still be the best solution. 


lub news 

I A FORTH Interest Group has been 
rmed in Melbourne. Meetings are held 
t the first Friday of each month at 
embers' homes. The Group has FORTH 
nning under CP/M and would like to 
ar from anyone interested in the 
tguage. More information can be 
itained by contacting FIG, PO Box 103, 
mberwell, Vic, 3124. 
i "Micro User News" is a monthly 
cular produced by Adelaide Micro 
ers Group, who have a particular 
crest in TRS-80 and System-80 
uipment. The September issue 
ludes, among other things, hints and 
> on the TRS-80 Model III and some 
tails on using modems. More 
irmation can be obtained by writing 
the club, 36 Sturt St, Adelaide, SA, 
)0. 

Readers who use Sorcerer computer 
terns will be interested in the newly 
ned Sorcerer Computer Users Group 
the Australian Capital Territory. The 
>up is closely associated with the 
cerer Computer Users of Australia 
>up of Victoria. 

>r details of membership and informa- 
i on forthcoming activities, interested 
ders should contact Mr G. T. Dick, 31 
swell, St, Campbell, ACT, 2601. ® 


Column 80 ctdfromp 122 

This is quite easy to do, particularly in a 
BASIC program. All you need is 
something like: 

200 C$=INKEY$:IF C$=»" THEN 200 
ELSE IF C$=CHR$(95) THEN .. . 

The CHR$(nn) function allows you to 
look for any desired ASCII code "nn", 
using the IF ... THEN ... decision¬ 
making pair. 

It's a little more complex to do this in 
assembly or machine language, but not 
much. Our new "WORP-9" word 
processor program does this, and gives 
the four keys some very handy special 
functions. The FI key becomes the 
master code-changing key, to change 
between text entering/editing and 
command mode, the F2 key becomes 
the text inserting/closing up key, F3 
becomes the "indent paragraph" key, 
and F4 the underline enable/disable key. 
This avoids a lot of the special key 
combinations which you have to 
remember with other word processors. 

So as you can see, there's nothing very 
mysterious about those "software 
programmable" keys after all. In fact the 
keys themselves are very mild-mannered 
and unassuming - it's your programs 
that can turn them into "super keys". 


Key Binary Hex Decimal Character 


FI 1011111 5F 

F2 1011100 5C 

F3 1011101 5D 

F4 1011110 5E 


Books 


ctd from p97 


nections with standard Basic. Through¬ 
out the book much emphasis is placed 
on the design of clear, easily understood 
programs by the use of structured 
techniques. 

"Inside Basic Games" concludes with 
three further games, or rather chapters 
on the design of the games. Each chapter 
includes suggestions for additions and 
improvements to the programs 
presented and a summary which stresses 
the general programming concepts to be 
learnt through the game described. The 
result is an excellent textbook on struc¬ 
tured programming in Basic, although 
with the ready availability of Pascal on 
many small computers this might not be 
as necessary as it once was. 

Our review copy came from McGills 
Authorised Newsagency Pty Ltd, 187 
Elizabeth St, Melbourne, Vic, but we 
understand the book js also available 
from the Technical Book & Magazine Co 
295-299 Swanston St, Melbourne. (P.V.) 


.BRIGHT STAR 

* CRYSTALS 


I WATCH 

CRYSTALS 


CRYSTAL UNITS 
FOR QUARTZ 
CRYSTAL CLOCK 



Specifications, Dimensions and 
data sheets available on request 

BULK ORDERS: 

In addition to our normal 
range we can supply 
quantity orders (100 un) at 
very competitive prices. All 
we ask is 50% of cost 
with order balance 30 
days. 

DELIVERY: 5-6 weeks 
from receipt of Order. 

Ring for quote: 

(03) 546 5076 
Telex: AA 36004 

BRIGHT STAR 
CRYSTALS 

35 EILEEN RD, CLAYTON, VIC. 
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INFORMATION CENTRE 


LEDS & LADDERS: I have recently 
assembled the LEDS and Ladders Came 
(EA Aug 80) as a kit from Dick Smith Elec¬ 
tronics and have found some trouble in 
"climbing" up the ladder. The first LED 
will come on when the climb button is 
pressed and flash at a reasonable rate. 
On pressing the climb button further the 
LEDS do not climb. 

So out came the DVM and I connected 
it to the 470uF capacitor. The capacitor 
responded as described in the magazine. 
The highest charge I could reach was ap¬ 
proximately 5.6V with one eye on the 
LED and the other on the DVM. I think 
the charge was high enough for a climb 
well up the ladder. 

So I replaced the UAA-170 1C with the 
help of 1C sockets and tried again, but 
without luck. So could you please help 
me! I assume that the 4011 1C is OK by 
the flash rate and capacitor chargings. 
(R.W., Blair Athol, SA). 

• We suspect that the voltage divider 
feeding pin 11 of the UAA170 has the 
wrong value resistors. In particular, the 
IMfi resistor from pin 11 to the OV line 
is probably lOOkfi instead of 1MQ. The 
list of voltage readings attached to your 
letter confirms this. 

FREQUENCY COUNTER FIX: Some time 
ago I constructed the 200MHz frequency 
counter featured in the August 1978 
issue of "Electronics Australia". I found 
that on the xl range the maximum 
count was to 2MHz whilst on the xIO 
range the max count is to 19MHz. A 
4 MHz input has been fed to the 10116 
ECL stage and normal operation on the 
xIO range occurred but on the xl range 
miscounting and random readings have 
resulted. 

A friend built the same counter and his 
counts to 40MHz easily. Do you feel that 
the fault is in the ECL stage or elsewhere. 
(R.G., Melton South, Vic). 

• It seems likely that the reason for the 
maximum count of 2MHz is due to a low 
spec 74C926. These have a guaranteed 
minimum maximum clock frequency of 
2MHz and a typical maximum clock fre¬ 
quency of 4MHz. It appears that you 
have been unlucky because we have not 
come across the problem before. You 
may be able to gain an easy cure by 
swapping the 74C926 chips around. 
Otherwise, you may have to buy 
another 74C926. 

(Editor's note: This letter is reproduced 
here at R.G.'s suggestion as a new 
74C926 did solve his problem.) 


CAPACITOR DISCHARGE IGNITION: I 

know your Capacitor Discharge Ignition 
project is quite old now, but as it is still 
available and very popular, especially 
from Dick Smith, I am writing in the hope 
that you may be able to help me with a 
hint or two about a problem. 

I was very happy with its performance, 
as my car (1977 2.0L Escort) was un- 
drivable in cold weather until the in¬ 
stallation of the CDI. But after about 
2000 km the points were burnt and pitted 
beyond redemption. The same happen¬ 
ed to my father's car, on which I also in¬ 
stalled a CDI. So far, on my car, I have 
burnt out two breaker point sets and the 
capacitors across the points. 

I am hoping you can give me some 
assistance with clues for trouble 
shooting, even though I have carried out 
the methods described in the assembly 
manual. I have had a little training in 
electronics servicing. (I.P.T., Woodville, 
SA). 

• We should point out that even 
though the CDI design that we published 
in July 1975 is still available from Dick 
Smith it is no longer one of our recom¬ 
mended designs. We stated the case 
against CDI quite strongly in our article 
on the Transistor Assisted Ignition with 
Dwell Extension in our December 1979 
issue (File No 3/TI/15). One of the 
reasons why we are against CDI is that 
they are not as reliable as the transistor 
assisted system and more people have 
trouble getting them going. 

Having said that, yours is the first case 
we have come across where the points 
are badly burnt and the points capacitor 
itself is damaged. This latter fact suggests 
that the points are wired up incorrectly 
and are somehow switching the luF 
reservoir capacitor's charge through the 
coil. In other words, the points are doing 
the job of the SCR. We are really at a loss 
to understand how you have managed 
this feat. We suggest that you very 
carefully check out your method of con¬ 
nection to see that it agrees with the cir¬ 
cuit. If that fails to solve the problem 
then you should seek the assistance of a 
qualified technician. 

DIGITAL ENGINE ANALYSER: I made a 
Digital Engine Analyser which works 
well, but does have one small problem 
in that one LED display operates only 
very dimly. It is not the one particular 
display, as the position of the fault alters 
with the various functions. It is always 
the digit just before the decimal point. 
(R.H., Munglinup, WA). 


• From your description of the fauli 
R.H., we would guess that the resisto 
driving the decimal points via switch Sic 
is a lower resistance than specified. Thi: 
would cause undue loading on the 
associated digit driver transistor anc 
hence dim that particular digit. The 
specified resistor value is 47Q, so checl 
that it is indeed this value. 

100 WATT SPEAKER SYSTEM: Looking 
at your January 1981 edition of "Elec 
tronics Australia" I saw a speaker bo) 
that I have been looking for for a lonj 
time, but the only problem was with the 
300W speaker specified. I am not ii 
need of such a powerful speaker anc 
only need a 100W speaker system. 

I was wondering if you could tell me 
what speaker would be suitable to fit ii 
the box with a frequency response o 
between 5Hz to 50kHz at ± IdB. It alse 
needs to be suitable for an electri 
guitar. Also it needs to be able to take u 
to 100W RMS. Can you help me please 
(D.P., Lower Templestowe, Vic.) 

• The 300W speaker system to whic 
you refer would be entirely satisfactor 
for use with a 100W amplifier particula 
ly because of its high efficiency. If th 
price scares you, we suggest you contac 
the JBL distributors, Harman Australia Pt 
Ltd, Unit 13A-2, 6-8 Byfield St, Nort 
Ryde, NSW 2133, (02) 887 3233, fc 
details of a less expensive driver and a 
companying cabinet. Alternatively, yo 
could also contact local manufacture 
Etone Pty Ltd, at 53 Stanley Stree 
Peakhurst, NSW 2210 (02) 534 3569 fc 
details of a 100W system. 

Concerning the required frequenc 
range, there are no speaker systems th 
are ±1dB from 5Hz to 50kHz. Typic 
speaker systems for electric guita 
would provide a frequency respon: 
from 50Hz to 6kHz. Note that a real 
low frequency response is probably n 
desirable since the large low frequeo 
signals which can be generated by i 
electric guitar could 'blow' the speake 

GRAPHIC ANALYSER: I recently cc 
structed the EA Graphic Analyser (Mar 
1981) and am impressed with its perf 
mance in conjunction with the 
Playmaster Graphic Equaliser on my I 
system. 

Unfortunately, with pink noi 
selected, I am unable to get a flat disp 
within ±1dB on all bars. A number 
these pulsate in time with the rhythr 
pattern of the pink noise. Would incre 
ing the value of Cl reduce t 
fluctuation? 

For the present, I have assumed 
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)eak position of the bar to be the correct 
hmaht wh en setting up the equaliser. 

also interesting to note the dif- 
..v_e in setting from one channel to 
other due to the room shape and 
icoustics. 

I have also used it to evaluate two dif- 
:rent commercial loudspeaker systems 
^r a friend. The resulting graphs rein- 
arced our previous subjective listening 
?sts and allowed him to make a confi- 
ent decision between the two systems 
•D.C., Gunnedah, NSW). 

Some variation in the amplitude of 
le bars for a "flat" display is to be ex- 
ected. This can be due to either varia- 
ons in the filter component values of 
ie pink noise filter or bandpass filters, 
om the figures you have given for your 
lit, most bars are within ±1dB which is 
Jite acceptable since the overall fre- 
uency response of a typical 
)eaker/room combination would be 
insidered very good if it actually was 
ithin ±1dB. 

The fluctuation in the level of the 
splay bars is due to the cyclic nature of 
e pink noise generator and the time 
instant of the rectifier/filter. If desired 
e value of Cl in each filter can be in- 
eased hence reducing any fluctuations 
it the display would then become too 
>w to use as a dynamic program 

■splay. 

TV-CRO ADAPTER: Recently, I con- 
MCted the TV-CRO Adapter from the 
ck Smith kit. My unit works well in the 
rtical mode, but in the horizontal 
ode any trace is nothing but an in¬ 
herent pattern of short lines (not dots) 
d sync control reduces this to faint 
its in either mode. I later realised I was 
lerating the unit from a 9-volt plugpack 
her than 12V. Do you have any sug- 
stions that might assist me? 
dso, do you have any plans for VHF 
nverters that use a CB receiver as the 
eable IF? 

?ase continue with your excellent 
■ k in the magazine. (C.M., 
illongong, NSW). 


Dolby-B Noise Reduction 


DOLBY NOISE REDUCTION: Often 
when a new cassette deck is brought 
out, one of the main selling points is a 
Dolby noise reduction system. Could 
you tell me how it works? 

Also, do you have any plans for a HF 
transmitter with SSB capability and 
covering at least three novice bands? Ten 
watts would be sufficient power, and it 
should have as few extras as possible for 
cost efficiency. (C.L., Surfers Paradise, 
Qld). 

• Dolby noise reduction and other 
noise reduction systems, such as dbx and 
Hicom II are all aimed at one particular 
objective, that of improving the signal- 
to-noise ratio. All magnetic tapes will ex¬ 
hibit a certain amount of inherent noise 
due to the granular structure of the 
magnetic material, remnant magnetism, 
etc. This noise is more pronounced in 
the upper frequency regions of the audio 
spectrum. Consequently, the higher the 
level we record on the tape, consistent 
with keeping distortion low, the better 
the S/N ratio and the less prominent will 
be the background noise. 

Obviously, we cannot just set the 
cassette recorder to record at a high 
level for all signal levels or there will be 


no dynamic range left in the recorded 
signal. All the recording would be at a 
similar sound level, the higher level 
signals being clipped either by saturation 
of the tape or limited by inbuilt limiting 
circuits. ° 

This is where the Dolby-B noise reduc¬ 
tion steps in. Flere frequencies mainly in 
the region above 1kHz are electronically 
controlled such that if the signal level 
during recording drops below a 
predetermined level, the system would 
automatically increment the gain, and 
therefore the level of signal being fed to 
the tape. For play back, the system 
operates in reverse, automatically lower¬ 
ing the gain for those signals which had 
been artifically boosted. 

Using this process also reduces the 
level of any tape hiss which might be 
present, thereby improving the S/N ratio 
and the dynamic range of the system as 
a whole. It is important to note that for a 
tape recorded with Dolby it must be 
played back with Dolby. If the Dolby-B 
system is used properly an improvement 
of about 10dB can be expected in the 
S/N ratio. 

At present, we have no plans for the 
transmitter mentioned. 


No lights no dance. Our last dance 
limped home with just a chaser and fixed 
floodlights when the Musicolour 
devoured a transistor. 

The front panel lights on the 
Musicolour IV are a great idea and essen¬ 
tial to the operation. How can I fit such 
lights to the individual controls of my 


Musicolour III? 

Also our friendly electronics shop has 
queues of Musicolour owners replacing 
Triacs. Could it be that your insistence 
on using high wattage lamps is the 
cause? An unending surge of initial cur¬ 
rent must surely make the toughest Triac 
give up eventually. In any case, bright 


From your description of the fault it 
>uld seem that the sync is not working, 
he sync does work in the vertical 
de then the most probable fault 
uld be the wiring to switches Sla and 
or the 47pF capacitor. However if 
sync doesn't work in either mode 
n the fault could involve IC4, IC2a,b 
ICIa. Check the PC board in these 
as for solder bridges or hairline cracks 
the copper pattern and check the 
iciated wiring. 

/e have not published a converter 
able for your purpose. 

USICOLOUR/CHASER: As a very 
sfied owner of Musicolour 111 and a 
‘ chaser, I believe the Musicolour IV 
:ribed in the August 1981 issue of 
ctronics Australia", has one great 
■vback - you can't work both 
;ther. Very disturbing in the middle 
dance if the unit goes on the blink. 


Slide Cross-fader 

The mains cord enters the unit through 
a grommeted hole and must be securely 
clamped. Terminate the active (brown) 
and neutral (blue) wires in an insulated 
terminal black and solder the earth wire 
(green or green/yellow) to the solder lug 
bolted to the case. Finally, terminate the 
transformer leads and complete the wir¬ 
ing to the output terminal blocks. 

Important: leads run to the projector 
lamps must be mains rated and double 
sheathed. Use 7.5A mains rated cable 
with 150W 24V and any 240V AC lamps 
and 15A cable for 300W 24V lamps. 

Testing the unit simply involves plugg¬ 
ing it in and trying it out. Check first for 
correct supply voltages, then switch the 
Auto mode and set the Fade Rate con¬ 
trol to minimum (do not hook up the 
projectors at this stage). The unit should 
now fade from one LED to the other and 
the appropriate relay should activate 
when one LED goes dim. 

Check also that the Change and Hold 
button operate correctly. 

If all is well, you can now attempt to 
record the cross-fades on tape. Hook up 
the tape recorder using screened RCA to 


continued from p53 

RCA cable and set the record level trim- 
pot to mid position. Record a series of 
cross-fades and play them back. You will 
probably have to adjust the playback 
level trimpot for correct operation - if 
the gain is too high, noise will trigger the 
system; if the gain is too low the system 
will not work. 

If satisfactory results cannot be obtain¬ 
ed, increase the record level (poten¬ 
tiometer clockwise). Note that the 
record level on the tape recorder should 
be set for satisfactory recording of the 
music or commentary. 

You can now hook up the projectors 
and give the unit a test run. The lamps 
should fade smoothly from one to the 
other during a cross-fade and the relays 
should trigger the slide change 
mechanism. In some case, the Is time 
for which the relay contacts are closed 
may prove too short to activate the pro¬ 
jector. If this happens, increase the 
capacitor value at pin 12 of IC3d. 

That's it! Slide Show is your opportunity 
to put an end to boring slide presenta¬ 
tions. We think you will find the unit 
invaluable. $ 
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HERE’S A BONANZAjFO^ wKMSWtTCH E 
Ut sTCHWCECtt W^ s p o T 25Amp 250V/ 

thro\n>ng’ b 


W _. AT 50c 

"«*« ■ 
10 lot S4-* 


\ME ARE OVERSTOCKED 


BULL TO SO-CALLED i 
“DIRECT IMPORT” PRICES U —■ 
JUST CHECK OURS^ 1 


SO OUT THEY GO - 

philips polyester axial leads 


CONNECTORS AT 
“GIVE-AWAY” PRICES 


TOP QUALITY BNC CABLE PLUGS, S1.50 ea 
10+ SI.35 ea. 


ss?r: 


RADIAL types 


(UK or USA Mftd.) 

25 pin Plug, $3.90. 

25 pin Socket, $5.50. 

Plastic Cover, $3.00, or $12.00 complete Set 
9 pin Plug, Socket & Cover, $6.00. 

15 pin Plug, Socket & Cover, $8.00. 

37 pin Plug, Socket & Cover, $15.00 


/ HOW 

“DEE” TYPE CONNECTORS^ THEY - 
(UK or USA Mftd.) 1 ‘ sofast 

DO 11 -y 

SAM 


ST n, L J HE CHMPES 

... PUSH-BUTTON 
TELEPHONE DIALEI 


AEE Miniprint 
Disc Ceramic 
Solid Tantalum 



$28.95. 


IDT TELECOM APPRI 


“ ujelcome hi 


(ITT) 


WE’RE LOSING 
/OUT (SOB-SOB) SO PLEASE 
V DO NOT FORGET TO ADD 
\POSTAL CHARGES—TAJ!, 


MORE SANGAM0 
COMPUTER GRADE 
ELECTROLYTIC CAPACITORS. 
THE BEST THERE IS 
AT THE CHEAPEST PRICE. 




WHO SAYS WE'HE NOT MAD. . . JUST L 
AT THIS: 

5 WATT (PW5) VITREOUS WIRE-W0UN 
RESISTORS 

Normally between 35c and 50c 


SHERIDAN ELECTRONICS 


164-166 REDFERN ST, REDFERN, NSW 2016 

TELE: 699 5922/699 6912. P.O. BOX 156, REDFI 
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"Electronics Australia” provides the following 
services: 

PHOTOSTAT COPIES: $3 per project, or $3 per 
part where a project spreads over multiple issues 
(price includes postage). Requests can be handl¬ 
ed more speedily if projects are positively iden- 
queries an<1 * ^ accompanied b V technical 

CHASSIS DIAGRAMS: For the few projects 
which require a custom metal chassis (as distinct 
from standard cases) dyeline plans showing 
dimensions are normally available. $3 including 
postage. 

PC BOARD PATTERNS: High contrast actual 
size transparencies: $3, including postage 
Please specify positive or negative. 

PROJECT QUERIES: Members of our technical 
staff are not normally available to discuss in¬ 
dividual projects, either in person at our office, or 
by telephone. 

REPLIES BY POST: Limited to advice concerning 
projects published within the last three years. 
Charge $3. We cannot provide lengthy answers, 


lights are not desirable at today's dances. 

(P.M., Mount Chalmers, Qld.) 

• Many readers suggested that the 
Musicolour and Chaser should be com¬ 
bined so this is what we did in the 
Musicolour IV which is considerably 
cheaper than two separate units with 
four channels each. We agree that a 
failure of equipment at a dance could be 
a disappointment. 

One way to avoid these problems is to 
give your equipment a long "heat soak" 
before a scheduled dance. Let the gear 
Tin for say 24 hours with music signals 
driving it. That should sort out any 
doubtful components before the event. 

We do not insist that readers use high 
jower although the facility is there if you 
vant it. In fact, we do not recommend 
he use of individual lamps of higher 
han 100W rating because of the risk of a 
amp blowing the associated Triac. We 
hould add that we have not had com- 
>laints about continual blowing of Triacs 
1 the past so we wonder if your local 
nains supply does not have excessive 
urges on the line. 

Perhaps the easiest way of adding the 
idicator lamps is to use neon bezels, 
vith integral limiting resistors, wired 
cross the output sockets for each 
hannel. 

DIGITAL CAPACITANCE METER: I have 
ecently built the EA designed Digital 
lapacitance Meter (EA March, 1980) and 
lave run into difficulties. All of the LEDS 
ght up and the LED on the right flickers. 

Mien a test capacitor is applied, the 
ight hand LED remains steady but 
lesumes its flickering when the capacitor 
f removed, all of the other LEDs 
egments are lit up no matter what ad- 
bstments or tests are carried out. I have 
hanged all of the ICs but with no avail. I 
rould be interested to hear of your opi- 
lion on the above defect. (R.R.E., Pan- 
lawonica, WA.) 

• From your description of the fault we 
ssume that the display actually reads 
000 with the right hand digit flickering 
etween 0 and 1. If this is the case then 
ie most probable fault is that the 
;ference oscillator is not working 

heck the PC board in this area for --- 

ilder bridges or hairline cracks in the 

ittern and check the wiring to switch NOtGS & EfTdtd 
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undertake special research, or discuss design 
changes. Nor can we provide any information on 
commercial equipment. 

OTHER QUERIES: Technical queries outside the 
scope of “Replies by Post” or submitted without 
fee may be answered in these pages at the 
discretion of the Editor. 

COMPONENTS: We do not sell electronic com¬ 
ponents. Prices and specifications should be 
sought from advertisers or agents. 

BACK ISSUES: Available only until our stocks are 
exhausted. Within six months of publication, face 
value. Seven months and older, if available, $2 
(includes storage fee). Post and packing 70c per 
issue extra. 

REMITTANCES: Must be negotiable in Australia 
and made payable to “Electronics Australia" 
Where the exact charge may be in doubt, we 
recommend submitting an open cheque endorsed 
with a suitable limitation. 


requests to the Assistant Editor, 
2008 rOn ' CS AuStralia ”' Box 163 ' Chippendale, 


c u 't and/or components, if not, any 
helpful hints on how to get it working 
would be appreciated. (R.C.G., Green¬ 
wood, WA.) 

• There have been no alterations to the 
circuit or to component values. The only 
trouble shooting procedure we can ad¬ 
vise is that you carefully check the orien¬ 
tation of the ICs, diodes and electrolytics 
and also look for any solder bridges bet- 
ween tracks or pads on the PC board. 


PLAYMASTER MOSFET STEREO 
AMPLIFIER: I refer to the publication of 
your Playmaster Mosfet Stereo Amplifier 
project design. 

I firstly wish to compliment you on the 
very fine job you have done in detailing 
both the circuit operating philosophy 
and construction details of the amplifier. 

Your closing comments on page 51 of 
the January '81 edition are, however, a 
little mystifying, ie construction details of 
the 14 microhenry chokes. 

You have suggested the use of a 
"special grade of ferrite rod", and that 
"ordinary ferrite rod used for AM radio 


antennas is not suitable". 

I would appreciate you advice regar¬ 
ding the most suitable grade of ferrite 
and the name(s) of any possible 
suppliers. 

Thank you once again for a most in¬ 
teresting project. (T.J.D., Lilli Pilli, NSW). 

• Most grades of ferrite are not suitable 
for use at audio frequencies. It is 
necessary to use a grade which will have 
reasonable permeability and Q-factor at 
frequencies down to at least 20kHz. 
However, we have hesitated to specify a 
particular type because this can cause 
supply problems. Instead, we have left it 
to kitset suppliers to either arrange for 
the supply of wound chokes or a suitable 
ferrite. Either way, that solves the pro- 
blem for the kit-builder. 

If you wish to wind your own you 
should contact the distributors of Neosid 
products, Watkins Wynne Pty Ltd, 32 
Falcon Street, Crows Nest, regarding the 
type and availability of a suitable ferrite. 
In the meantime, we understand that 
most kit suppliers do have the chokes in 
stock. 


STEREO INFRARED REMOTE CON- 
tOLLER: I have completed the Stereo 
frared Remote Controller (October 
•79) and now find that after con- 
ferable testing I cannot get the 
ceiver to work as described in the 
tide. 

Ml that appears to happen when 
iwer is applied is: 

a) No. 1 LED is illuminated; 

b) 12 & 5V supplies appear to be OK; 

c) Operation of transmitter has no 
:eiver response. 

.ould you please advise if there have 
en any subsequent alterations to cir- 


ON SCREEN GRAPHIC ANALYSER 

(March 1981, File No. 1/SC/11): Due to 
the propagation delay of IC5b a glitch 
may be generated in the horizontal sync 
pulse. This occurs just after the colour 
burst and may result in loss of colour on 
the TV display. The solution is to con¬ 
nect a .001 uF capacitor between pin 6 
and pin 7 of ICIb to delay the signal 
from IC6f. 

EXPOSURE METER FOR ELECTRONIC 
FLASH (January 1980, File No. 3/EF/16): 
connections to the solar cell are shown 
reversed on the component overlay 
diagram. The circuit diagram is correct. 


SUPER-80 COMPUTER (August, 
September, October 81, File No. 
2/CC/62,63,65); Dick Smith Electronics 
has advised that a small number of these 
computers have exhibited a fault in the 
display whereby a column of 
characters appears. Readers experienc¬ 
ing this fault are advised to contact the 
Dick Smith Electronics Computer Hotline 
on (02) 888 2002. 

CYLON VOICE (January 1981, File No. 
1/MS/22); The 4.7uF capacitor connected 
to pin 3 of the 741 op-amp is shown 
reversed on the overlay diagram. The cir¬ 
cuit diagram is correct. 
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MARKETPLACE 


FOR SALE 


ROLLER INDUCTOR — Solidly and superbly crafted 
by us in Western Australia. High Q Coil, compress¬ 
ed mica supports and heavy duty brass conduc¬ 
tors Continuously variable 1-45uH. Ideal tor 
ATU’s To view this ultimate piece of RF hardware 
send us an SASE and we will forward you its 
photograph. And a circuit. Alternatively send us 
$95.50 and we will deliver the real thing. High Fre¬ 
quency Engineering, PO Box 238, Nedlands, WA 


AMIDON FERROMAGNETIC CORES - Large range 
for all receiver and transmitter applications. For data 
and price list send 105 x 220 SASE to: R. J. & U. 
S. Imports, Box 157, Mortdale, NSW 2223. 


TAPE TRANSPORT. 16 TRK, heads, adj 1, % & % 

inch, with 12 solid state R / RP, FM audio amps 
0-20 kHz flat, $750. other professional transports, 
motors etc. Test gear VHF imp bridge Wayne Kerr 
B701, 1-100 HMz, networks, feeders, antenna 
etc, with source and detector $175. S. Dekker, 
Box 437 Gawler, SA 5118. 


HAM RTTY PROGRAM --- 

$65.00. Free information. KH6AKW, 99-060 
Lohea Place, Aiea, Hawaii 96701 USA. 


TOUCH SENSITIVE electronic piano kit, 88 note 

keyboard, partly assembled, $450.00. Ph (02) 
525 6466 business hours. 


CB RADIOS 23AM $49, 18AM $69, 40 with scanner 

$99 18 SSB $179, 40 SSB $195, FRG7 $275 
VHF Aeradio $45, RTTY $120, MLA 2500 2KW 
Linear $750. Post anywhere $5. Park Disposals, 
32 Park St, Sydney, 2000. Ph (02) 264 7515. 


A BARGAIN FROM N.Z. 60 asstd new prime spec 

transistors. 15 types such as BD140, BD139, 
BC107, BC548, BF336, BC559, BC549 etc for 
A$6 inc air mail post plus free voltage reg for the 
first 200 orders. Audio Services, 63 Sunnybrae 
Rd, Auckland, NZ. 


TERMINAL 12 x 80 char, 20mA or RS232, Sep 
numeric/hex pad, service manual $350. LAB- 
OVEN, as new, Lindberg electronic temp control, 
12h timer 25-260°C, s-steel int $500. Rack- 
Slides heavy duty, ballbearing supported $10 pair. 
Melb (03) 579 1205. 


EPROM PROGRAMMER Super features. Connects to 

any uP System. EPROM programming service also 
available. More info send 30c stamp Nutek Sales, 
PO Box 95 Eastwood, NSW 2122. Ph (02) 
871 7042. 


“ELECTRONICS TECHNICIAN 

with own test instruments, will undertake 
design and other relevant work on 
contractual basis — mainly digital. Please 
phone G. Koks (02) 46 6177.”_ 


-EngmimE 

I !OIT2ATHAl » the LATEST! 


m 

I !OlT W«-» ■ W mm-m - - 

I The best Sorcerer Software in the World. , 
I Utilities and games^ Free Jp 0 ** ' 

I delivery! for FREE CATALOGUE. Writ 
I phone:- 

I P.J.B. SYSTEMS, 24A SIMPSON ST, 

I BONDI 2026. Ph: (02) 301839 


Cl\ ASSIFIEP ADVERTISERS 


To the Advertising Manager. ELECTRONICS Australia, Box 162, Beaconsfield. 2014. 

• Please insert the following advertisement in the first available issue. 

• Tick the classification required rr '" ° 

CLUBS G POSITION VACANT 

Please print In ball-point pen using capital letters only where necessary. 


I enclose Cheque/Money Order for $. 
being full payment for letters 

for 40 letters or part thereof (minimum 


DISPLAY ADVERTS IN MARKETPLACE a 

available in si— 5 '' m * 1 ( 


at $15 f 


a col ci 


CLASSIFIED RATES $3.60 for 40 letters or 
part thereof an insertion payable in advance. 
Minimum 80 letters. 

Please use coupon below. 

CLOSING DATE is six weeks prior to the on- 
sale date. Issues are on sale the first Wednes¬ 
day of each month. 


HALLICRAFTERS SUPER SKYRIDER, 13 Tube, $90 
nett. Replies SSAE only. O'Brien, 5 Edgar Rd, San 
Remo 3925. 


FOR HIRE 


MICRO RENTAL Microcomputer systems of varioi 
models and configurations with peripherals, ai^ 
available for hire from DORF MICROCOMPUTER 
Start-up and reference manuals included. Sydney 
922 1644 or 960 1808 (AH) 


MICROCOMPUTERS for rental. Commodore Pet: 
(8K) at $25 per week (minimum period 1 week) 
Software tapes and manuals included, plus Bask 
instruction course and book. David B. Bate: 
Microcomputer Consultant. Ph (02) 630 8' 


SYM I 2716 EPROM Blower with program chip, ZIF 
skt $69. 337 9077. Grubb Eng, Box 148, Niddrie, 
Vic 3042. 


CLUBS 


EPROMS TO BURN? Our Super Eprom Blower teams 
with your micro to blow all popular Eproms to 8K 
bytes. Guaranteed performer. EPROM programm¬ 
ing service available. More info send 30c Stamp 
Nutek Sales, PO Box 95, Eastwood, NSW 2122. 
Ph (02) 871 7042. 


HEAR THE WORLD! Australian Radio DX Club 
a monthly bulletin covering reception of shortwave 
mediumwave, utility and amateur radio. Monitoring 
reception reporting, and receiving verification 
(QSLs) from radio stations worldwide make DXin 
the hobby for all ages. A wide range of publication 
and services are available to members. Send a 24 
stamp for details to: ARDXC, Box 260, Carnegi 
VIC 3163. Mention EA!” 


n 

icrorepajr_ 

• MICROPR 

• FLOPPY 

• EPROMP 

• CUSTOM 

• SALES 
Micro 80 Pro 
Computer Pr 
- Heatshrin 
74LS00 to 
Pre-Coated 
PCBs - Con 
MICROREPA 
SHOP 30, C 
CONCORD, 
TEL (02) 74 

- pty. ltd. 

OCESSOR AND DIGITAL REPAIR SPECIALIST 

AND HARD DISC REPAIR AND ALIGNMENT 

ROGRAMMING 

DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE 

ducts - Dicks System 80 - Microace - Ritronics 
rinrts Inc — Bio Board — Cosmac VIP — Software 
f- Edge Connectors - Components - ICs Inc 

70 - Books - Chartpak Draughting Aids - Riston 
aminate - Extender & Prototype PCBs - LNW80 
pucovers — Secondhand Bargains. 

R (ELECTRONICS) PTY LTD _____ 

RANE ST, iBIMft ; v : 

jYDNEY 2137 •gSJSfS"" 

?1061 welcome nere 


POSITION WANTED 


MOTIVATED GENT with radio trades cert, seel 

sub-/contract work in audio W/S. Ring (0. 
759 5174 all hrs. 
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Direct^ k 
^Computer 
\ Sales/ 


HAS OPENED A SHOP — in Hurstville 


Address: 198 Forest Rd, 

Hurstville, Sydney 
NSW 2220 


Phone (02) 908 2235 
(02) 570 8344 
Telex 20149 


ofSydney 3 mainStream of Hurstville . southern suburban hub 
For readers who cannot visit us this won't mean much because we ere 
hl™r^^ t0 ° Ur A -traiia-wide clients that we 

— telling it like it is, personally or by phone 

- providing detailed specifications on most of our lines 

But for those of you who can visit us wp ran mn ro «« i 
equipment than our previous site allowed. V demonstrate 

maifordef onee °“:° penin9 prices haven ' f changed from our previous 
mail order ones. Here are some of the best prices available: 

lflkAnn!f!!p! US $1220 Disk+Controller. | 630 

48k Apple II Plus $1340 Disk Drive Add on $4/ 6 

MV nn p an ? Ua9e Sys,em $433 Gra Phics Tablet. $744 

$89 ° Pal Colour Card... $193 

Wees uot $120 ° M H A/D ' D/A . ■ $399 

Melede q de^er^chl a rge , s ee ' F " '** P “ d Prices sub i ect t0 change and 

helnfulinwml^ software and hardware catalogue which contains 
helpful information and our complete range and pricing. 

BUSINESS HOURS: 

Shop: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri . 9am Rnm 

Thursday 9am-6pm 

Saturday 0a T'° pm 

Office: (phone only) Mon, thru Thurs . 7pm-10pm 


SERVICE: 

supportT* 10 any in ,he bUsiness a" our lines. We 

warranty service. Additional,ywe,offeree 

PAYMENTS: 

1. Bank cheque or Telegraphic Transfer 

2. Personal Cheque - Allow time to clear 

applying for 30 days. invoice value 

A receipt will be issued for all monies received 

DELIVERY: (door to door) 

1 ■ Customer pick up. 

2 nerinh C ', tieS 7 ey ! rythin ° except big printers, colour monitors and 

Qld, P SA ra Tas ar $ S 20; W* R? $25 T ° ^ ^ ~ NSW $15; Vi °' 

3 : Peripheral cards - $4 each by certified mail 
These prices include full insurance. 

ue a full refund, unless otherwise instructed by the customer. 


D.C.S. NEEDS STAFF! 

If you are a design engineer or a top technician capable of design or a person 
interested in selling and are turned on by micros - give us a cT 


COMPUTER CAMPUS Pty Ltd 

For business or pleasure 


11 RUNDLE ST, 

KENT TOWN, 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5067. 
Phone (08) 42 4826 
K ---- Telex AA 88156 

OUR AIM: - To provide total service to TRS-80 * & COMMODORE users at the BFRT 
value for money In AUSTRALIA. Please tell us If you think we are wrong 

* Book & Magazines 

* Software 

* All the latest games 
Operating systems 
Utilities 

Word Processors 
Business Applications 

* Printers, Disk drives 

* Service facilities 

* Programming services 

* Hosts of sundry items 

* Diskettes, tapes, paper etc. 


5% off all 
other prices 

— Discounts 
apply only 
until 
30/11/81 


OPENING SPECIALS 

Top quality MEMOREX diskettes 
5.25" SS/SD $39.50 per box. 
Memory kits 16k for $25.00 

SOLE AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTOR 
for HOWE SOFTWARE 

Mon 3 $39.95 Mon 4 $49 95 
Terminal $69.95 Fastsort $9.95 
Small Bus. Accounting $ 49.95 


MAIL ORDER WELCOME • MONEY ORDER • CHEQUE 
add $1.50pp 

Dealer enquiries invited 

Trademark Tandy Corporation 


bankcard 
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EA Magazine Holders 

r ' \ 



The binders and magazine holders are awufcWe 
over the counter from Electronics Australia 57 
Regent Street Sydney, NSW - Price: $5.10 
binders, $4.50 holders. 



Mail orders should be sent to Electronics 
Australia, PO Box 163, Chippendale, NSW 2008. 


Prices including 
postage are: 

Holders: $5.40 NSW; $5 50 other states, or six for 
$28.30 NSW, $30.40 other states, A$3ZN4. 
Binders: $6.20 NSW; $7.90 other states; or six for 
$32 NSW, $34 other sates, A$36.6U INZ. 


ELECTRONICS AUSTRALIA 

PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARDS AND FRONT PANELS 




N.S.W. 

Dick Smith Electronics, 

PO Box 321, 

North Ryde, NSW 2113. 
Telephone: 888 3200 
Electronic Agencies, 
115-117 Parramatta Road, 
Concord, NSW 2137. 
Telephone: 745 3077 
RCS Radio Pty Ltd, 

651 Forest Road, 

Bexley, NSW 2207. 
Telephone: 587 3491 
Radio Despatch Service, 
869 George Street, 
Sydney, NSW 2000. 
Telephone: 211 0816 


VIC. 


Kalextronics, 

4 Burgundy Plaza, 

101 Burgundy Street, 
Heidelberg, Vic. 3084. 
Telephone: 743 1011 
Rod Irving Electronics, 
425 High Street, 

Northcote, Vic. 3070. 
Telephone: 489 8131 
Sunbury Printed Circuits, 
10 Counihan Street, 
Sunbury, Vic. 3429. 
Telephone: 744 2852. 


W.A. 

Jemal Products, 

8/120 Briggs Street, 
Welshpool, WA 6106. 


N.Z. 


James Phototronics, 

522 Grange Road, 
Fulham Gardens, 5024. 


Ql IRRP.RIPTION service 



EIECTROMCS 

Rustrnlia 


Subscription Rates 

$23.50 per year 
within Australia 
$27.50 per year 
elsewhere 


advertising index 




PAG 

15, 100, 


advertiser 

A & R Soanar 
Ace Radio , t \ X 

Acoustic Electronic Developments Pty LtdII3 


Marday Services, 

PO Box 19 189, 

Avondale, 

Auckland, NZ. 

Mini Tech Manufacturing 
Co Ltd, 

PO Box 9194, 

Newmarket, NZ. 

Printed Circuits Limited, 

PO Box 4248, 
Christchurch, NZ. 


Make sure you receive every copy of the magazii 
For publisher subscriptions post this coupon. 
Dept, John Fairfax & Sons 1 ‘ J D cr '‘ 


by ordering it from your newsagent or 
your remittance to Electronics Australi 
GPO Box"506, Sydney 2001. Subscription will start witl 


ACOUStIC Cieoucn..^ --- 

Altronic Distributors Pty Ltd 

Ampec Electronics Pty Ltd , 

Applied Technology JU '] 

Audio Engineers Pty Ltd ’ 

Automatic Recreation Machine Co 1 

BWD Instruments Pty Ltd 

Boffin Microcomputer Design & Systems 1 

Bright Star Crystals 

Bubble Electronics 

CSIRO 

Calculator & Computer Distributors 
Chapman, L. E. ; 

Christie Rand Pty Ltd in colour sectii 

Circuit Components (Aust) Pty Ltd 
Commodore Information Centre 
Computer Campus Pty Ltd 
Computer Country Pty Ltd 
Computerland Australia 
Danish Hi-Fi 
David Reid Electronics , 

Dick Smith Electronic Group 10,11,28, 4 

42,43,60,61,6 
71,72,73,74, 120, 121, I I 
Dindy Marketing Pty Ltd 

Direct Computer Sales . 1 

Edible Electronics 

Electrocraft Pty Ltd 1 

Electronic Agencies 

Electronic Concepts Pty Ltd in colour sect 

Elevit 1 

Elmeasco Instruments 1 

Ferguson Transformers Pty Ltd 
Hagemeyer (Aust) Pty Ltd ° 

Imagineering Pty Ltd 1 

Informative Systems 
International Correspondence Schools 


Jaycar Pty Ltd 
Kalextronics 
Koks, G. 

Looky Video 

McGills Newsagency 

Marantz (Aust) Pty Ltd m colo 

Micro 80 

Microrepair Pty Ltd 
PJB Systems 
Paris Radio Electronics 
Philips 

Pre-Pak Electronics 

QT Computer Systems (Aust) Pty Ltd 


7,57,67, 


I Postcode.Enclosed is... 

I_ 
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Radio Despatch Service 
Radio Parts Group 
Ralmar Agencies Pty Ltd 
Rakon Industries 
Rod Irving Electronics 
SM Electronics 
Sansui Electric Co 
Scope Laboratories 
Serpent & Dove 
Sheridan Electronics 
Software Source 
Sony (Aust) Pty Ltd 
Space Coast Research 
Standard Components Pty Ltd 
Stotts Technical College 
| TDK Australia 
1 Union Carbide of Australia 
.... I Warburton Franki 

Wireless Institute of Australia 

years 
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DICK SMITH WANTS TO 
GIVE AWAY $100,000 
TO AN 

I MEGA 
EADER. 

NY? 


The 

answer 
in... 



Buy it 
at your 
newsagent 


OMORROW'S MAGAZINE TODAY. 


















ICTION. REPRODUCED PERFECTLY 


To reproduce the true sound of a live performance has been 
the goal of manufacturers since Edison invented the phono¬ 
graph. 

At JVC, we have gone further than any other maker to 
achieve this goal. 

First we developed the stereo groove, making possible 
stereophonic recording techniques. 

And, more recently, we invented the amplification process 
known as Super A. 

Quite simply, Super A gives you very high output while 
using very low power. 

What you hear is an extremely clean, natural sound, with 
almost no distortion. 

Another recent development is our Quartz Lock turntable. 

This turntable offers an accuracy of speed impossible in 
conventional turntables, because it is regulated by the most 
accurate measure known to man. The pulse of the atom. 

Then, to match the quality of these components, we pro¬ 
duced the SEA graphic equaliser system for perfect tone control. 

This system has been refined to such a degree it even 
compensates for the furniture in your room when the sound 
leaves the speakers. 

The end result is the opportunity to appreciate live perfor¬ 
mance realism, without having to go to a live performance. 

If you’d like to know more about the many 
innovations JVC has brought to Hi-Fi, write to us for 
a brochure or call into any JVC dealer. 

Then you’ll see why JVC equipment is recog¬ 
nised as The State of the Art. 


JVC 


For further information, write to JVC .Advisory Service, Private Bag, Kingsgrove, N.S.W. 2208 or phone (02)750-3777 


JVC0063EA/FMMH 







